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j^urity Council discusses 
Lockerbie resolution 

UNITED NATFONS (AP) — The Security Council 
would agree to suspend U>i. sanctions against Libya 
once two Libyan suspects in the 1988 Pan Am bomb- 
ing arrive in the Netiierlands for trial, according to a 
draft resolution Tuesday. The U.S.-Bridsh-sponsored 
draft also says Libya most satisfy die French judicial 
inquizy into anotiier bombing, of UTA flight 772, 
before the sanctions are suspended. The draft circula^ 
ed as the council began preliminaiy consultations 
thesday on a deal to tiy the two suspects in the Pan 
Am flight at The Hague using Scottish Judges. The 
council was expected to take action on the draft with- 
in the week (Sm separate story;. 
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Saudi restricts pilgrimage 
to once every five years 

RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi Arabia has limited the 
annual pilgrimage to Mecca fw its citizens and resi- 
dents to once eveiy five years, Saudi TV said Tuesday. 
The decision, taten by the interior ministry and 
approved by the kingdom’s religious audiorities, aims 
to reduce the growing number of pilgrims, the official 
television channel said. The Idn^om's citizens and 
residents who undertake the next pilgrimage in March 
1999 will have to wait a further five years to repeat ic 
Some two million faithful from around the world 
gather every year in Mecca for the pilgrimage. The 
pilgrimage has been marked by fatal trag^es in 
recent years, including stampedes and fires, as the 
growing number of pilgrims becomes increasingly 
hard to manage. 
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King receives Tarawneh, Anani 



AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
M^esty Hussein cm 

Ihoday recced in his resi- 


dence at 'Whsbmgton Prime 
Mmister Eayez latawncfa and 
Royal Court Chief Jawad 
Anani, in the presence of Jor- 
dan’s Ambassador in Wash- 
ington Marwan Muashen 

King Hussdn vcnced pride 
inTarawndi and 1^ new cab- 
met team, teafRt rmng his full 
confidence in thw abili^ to 
work hard at this stage, which 
lequiies shouldering their 
responsibility and d^cati<m 
in the service of the nation. 

King Hussein said the gov- 
ermnent’s deciams should be 
based chi accmacy. integrity 
and (itgeciiWty. The King 
called fOT strmgtbening the 


.aate i^bw and ioaitutioos 00 
the basis of justice and 
int^rity. so that no disoimi- 
natioD v\haisoever will be 
made between citizens, 

except for their efistinguished 
hard woric and (he manner in 
whidi they conduct them- 
selves. 

The King stressed the need 
to af^ly tuks and regulations 
to all pec^ in Older for tran- 
quHli^ to prevail, and in order 
to ensure di^ tnmqmency 
and clarity are die main char- 
acteristics of tile govern- 
ment's performance. 

The King emphasised the 
importance of apfdying the 


princ^ of reward and ptzn- 
ishment in the way the gov- 
ernment administiatioQ con- 
ducts hs business. 

Prime Minis ter Taiawoeh 
expressed his and his oc^ 
leagues' pride and ^i^xeda- 
tion for ^ Royal cmfideoce, 
and said lus government wSl 
molMlise all its energies £0 
implement the King’s direc- 
tives and guidelines, as con- 
tained in letter of designa- 

tion to the new govemmeot. 

Tarawneh conveyed m King 
Hussein the greetings of the 
Jordanian people and their 
best wishes for his complete 
recovery. 


Libya will respond to 
Lockerbie trial proposal today 


UBYA- WILL le^pcmd tod^ 
ID a U.Sk-Biitisb pit^iosal for 
Scoedsb judges to ay two 
Ubyffi'a^iecis m the Netiier- 
1988FanAmrff- 
lioer bahi^ over Lockerbie, 
5!rtirfaiid,- Libya’s official 
JANA news agency said Tues- 
day. 

ThefocQgn aflte and jus- 
tice 

**asi studying tiie 

me&sage the U.S. and 

British , fiovetm via tiie 
UJf. the 

ageo^ dvL'cihodi^ an offi- 
csftndice. 

'%-detmled staieineQC wQl be 
pidi&Aed tocnoaow [^^dnes- 
-cb^j.^ tins subjecL’' JANA 
said. 

Arab League chief Esma; 
Abdul Meguid said Tuesday 
that Libya would accept the 
effir to tty two Libyan sus- 
pectsintiieLockatBebcxnb- 
ing 10 years ago in the Hag^ 

Asked vviiedier Libya may 
igect Moody’s proposal 
Abdul M^uid said: 'Tins is 
not foreseeable hecaiise the 


pnqxisai is the imtial Arab- 
Ubyan proposal wiiicfa tb^ 
have ali^y accepted." 

‘The American and Biirisfa 
constitutes acceptance of 
the Arab and Libyan position," 
betoldieponecs.*T^accq)- 
tance is in^xHtanc because we 
have been seeking tins solu- 
tion for tinee years. 

-‘W: stin have a lot of long, 
hard wodt to do to guarantee a 
firir trial whdeb protacts the 
rights of tibe two Libyan sus- 
pects and this wSi be our next 
task.” he added. 

. Abckil Meguid said after 'a 
meeting' wuh' the British 
ambassadcH to Egypt, Sir 
David BMiervock, thk he 
had passed 00 a message &om 
&it^ jRxdgn Secret^ 
Rohm Qxik to Libyan Foreign 
Minister Omar A1 Muntassen 

Blatiierwick presented 
Abdul M^iud with details of 
the proposal announced on 
Monday to the suspects at 
the hitanatio^ Court of Jus- 
tice in the Hague before Scot- 
tish judges and under Scottish 
law. 

Abdul Megukl said the 


League would next bold con- 
sultations with Libya and 
Secretaiy General Kofi Annan. 

must talk about every- 
tfamg coiceming the imp^ 
mentation cf tiiis propiosaL We 
want botii sides to do it win- 
ing because our goal is to put 
an end to this oagedy wttich 
has endired for 10 years," he 
said. 

Libj’an leader Muammar 
(Jadh^ has always insisted 
that he wcxild Hnnd over the 
two Libyans suspjectai of 
planting the bomb on tbe 1988 
Pan Am Fligju. 103 on condi- 
tiod that ib^- were tried in a ' 
neutral tinid counny. 

Tbe bombing killed all 259 
people on the plane and 1 1 cn 
tbe ground. 

T& United Nations slapped 
an air and anns embargo on 
Tripoli in 1992 after its peisis- 
tent refusal to hand over sus- 
pects Abdul Basel Ali 
hfohammad A1 Megrahi and 
A1 Amine Khalifa FUmah. 

So far Libya has refiained 
fiom muring any comments 
OQ the U.S.-Briti^ move, but 
Abdul Meguid said Washii^- 


tOQ and London had not sec a 
time linut for a response. 

U.S. Secretary of Soue 
Madeidne Albri^ stressed 
Mcnday that die plan, aimed at 
calluig Qadhafi's bfoS, was a 
‘take it or leave it propositioQ” 
and ora sift^ to negotiaiKXi 
ordiange. 

‘That is a m^ issue that 
concerns us," Abdul Meguid 
said. 

The Arab League, along 
vrith odier groups such as the 
Oiganisation ck Che Afocan 
Unity (OAU), had staunchly 
backed Libya’s request for a 
trial be held outride the Uiritfid 
States or Britain to ensure fair 
proceerfings. 

Jordan on Tuesday 
described the U.S.-British 
offer as a "positive deveiop- 
oienL" 

"The Americans hav-e pxacti- 
caDy agreed to the demands 
roa^ by Libya fra years to 
have the two suspected tried in 
a diini counCiy," fhfonnatioa 
Minister Nasscf fodeh told 
i qKHteis in Amman. 


Security Council takes no decision on Sudan probe 


SUDANESE RELIEF workers 
were couating the cost on Tbes- 
of tiie U.S. anack on a Khar- 
toum phanx|gf«ti ti c?l p fcytr 
winch siqif^ die lioo's shse 
ofmecfir^ies to die fomme-iid- 
dencoDQliy. 

Bddieat AbdaDab Yagoiib, 
dqu^ commfea nnM- of the 
stale-nm Hummitarian Aid 
Coonirissioa. said the factocy 
sippdied 70 per coit ra die drug 
needs of soishem, eastern and 
western Sudan which is 
wiadffidliy fonme and disease. 

stuaticQ will place a 
tremendous pressure on other 
plants winch are not in a 
pOBDOQ to meet the drug 
r^jiaieriic^’’ Yagordi told the 
Assar nem^papec. 
sdid Sudan wradd have to 
lesba ID a n poi ti ng expensive 
metfiraies to m.nife up for the 
"mud) less expeorive" products 
of die A 1 StojEfo pianL destroyed 
in a US. itwimIp anarjf OU 
Ihuisd^ tiiat also left one per- 
. sod d^'and'seveo wounded. 

Ihe US. daims tbe foctoiy 
{xodiieed an irigiedient used in 
VX nerve gas but Sndan 
sa>s it was soldy used for {diar- 
- fl Bceotical production. 

But Yagoub said Geimaziy’s 
dedsoD to snqiect aid fiiihts to 
soufaem Sudan afira the misrile 
ffike would not banker die 
pragiess of idief operations 


(XI Monday to see for tbem- 
sdves the damage inflicted on 
the drug factory, anud cootinu- 
ing Sudanese clanns diac (he 
atladc was earned out by 
{Hanes fiom Egypt 

AU Al Haj Mohammad, 
deputy secretary general of 
Sudan's ruling National Crav- 
gtess, smd Ufl. aiictaft were 
sea Thursday night taldog off 
from an Egyptian military base 
on tiie Red Sa C 03 SL 

Sudan 'reserves its right to 
retaliate,'’ Mohammad said at a 
pitiilic m e e tin g on Monday, A1 
Usbu newspaper reported 

Egyptian frerideot Hosni 


for a UN. team to \erify Ufl. 
claims that the Khartoum facto- 
ry destroyed b>* U.S. missiles 
1^ Thursday produced an 
ingreifieni us^ in lethal VX 
nerN'egas. 

Sudan rejects tbe U.S. charge 
and sa>'s the A1 Stuffa plant was 
solely used for pharmaceuticals 
production. 

Turk said that no council crai- 
sultations would take {dace on 
Tuesday on tbe maner, and it 
cqipeated tiiai there was no pres- 
sure from coundl members to 
act 00 the request 

According to Western diplo- 
mats at the closed-door session. 


Arab delegate to Security Council: 
We need to know the mith 
before taking any steps 


^ mDlion people risk starva- 
fioQ hi soudm Sudan because 
of ti£-i5^carcivfl wai; withthc 
Isitu^oiLcbippounded by reoeis 


He- said there woe many 
{Hanes cpeiaiedl^ the UN. and 
odjer- oiganisatiaQS as weD as 

tPiiKaiid'nvy hoa isth qt d p 
food , to 'tile' needy in south 
Sudai... 

of Egyptian 
paries aiTved here 


Mubarak on Mmd^ denied his 
country was used fira ihe strikes, 
saying "our leiiitcHy can never 
be used to attack another stare." 

^tvtane<e Ptesdeot Omar Al 
Bashir, whose couDoy has rocky 
ties with its northern nei^ibour, 
said be hoped U.S. planes ‘liad 
not taken off fiom ^ypL” 

On Monday tbe UN. Security 
rminrn took no decisioa on a 
Sudanese request for a UJ'I. 
ifliesogatioD to verily ib^ n ibc- 
tocy destroyed by Ufl. missiles 
{Hoduoed chemical arms. 

Ihe lack of reaction came as 
the Uil. dekgation expres^ 
oppositicRi to the fttci-finding 
misaoo proposal irnd justified 

tire missile soflres saying that the 

taig^ed group bad links to 18 
teaorist actions in recent years. 

Tt was felt that more time is 
needed fra reflection on this 
matter /* Security Coundl ftesi- 
(fanr Oanilo TUik told nspotrets 

after tire dosed-door session. 

The council discusrions 
focused on a letter firan the 
ftriyiete government aridng 


ratly U.S. Charge D’affeires 
Pe*» Budeigh — whose coun- 
try holds N'eto power — and 
Bahrain Ambassador Jassini 
Buallay spoke about tire 
Sudani request 

"I don’t seek what the purpose 
ra the faa-fintfing studv* would 
be." Burldgli told iefxxKTs 
afteiwarcls. 

have credible inframa- 
tion that ftjQy justifies tire strike 
we made cm ihai rare fadli^ in 
Khartoum.” 

Accrading to (fiplomats. he 
tdd tire council tiianbe Osama 
Ben Laden group targeted 1^ 
Thursday’s U.S. cmise inissfle 
gtraA-fi op tiie Sudanese factocy 
and alleged tenotist bases in 
Afghanistan had been linked 10 
IS other terrorist attacks. 

These he said, last 

November's tourist massacre in 
Luxor; Egypt the 1995 assassi- 
oadonaaonpeon Mubarak, tire 
plot to kill Pope John Paul H. 
1993 attacks rai UJ^. Traces in 
Somalia and tire 199.3 Wrald 
Trade Centre boinbinfi. Wush- 


ingtoa struck tire Khatoum foe- 
tray after Ben Laden's groqi 
atoempted to acqime cbemic^ 
we^XHis from tire planL be 
add^ 

Burlei^ noted that Warinng- 
lon bad infoonred the council in 
writing last Thursday that tire 
ausale attacks woe carried out 
m seff-defeuce in line wife Arti- 
cle 51 cti' the Charts: 

The U3. leaer said that tire 
anadts were in retaliation for tire 
August 7 brarfein^ of two U.S. 
erribassres in east Afika ibat 
kflied 257 penile, includmg 12 
Americans. 

Tbe Bahraini ddtgare, repre- 
senting Arab stales on tire couc- 
cQ. said tiiat time was needed for 
leflectkxi. "We need to koow 
tire DUh before taking aiy 
steps,” be was qpxxed as saying. 

Qtiaese d^aty permanent 
representative, Guofong. 
told r^iorters that Was hing ton 
should provide evidence of its 
charges about tire production of 
a ~VX ingretSem at Al Shi& 

Bnrieipb gatf ftiaf malring gvv 

deooe araihible to otirer ^wetn- 
nrens was sanrething Washing- 
ton would have to ‘keep under 
coosideratioiL" 

Asked vtiiedia' tire other 
council nrerobeis believed the 
U.S. claims agaiusi Khartoum, 
Tkk replied: *T don’t timk that 
tins is a craKlusioQ which can be 
made on tire of tbe voy 
discussrai that lock 

itiaoe:" 

‘T am not m a poaiioQ to make 
ariy qiedfic, sobstantive cooclu- 
sirai at titis stage. I tfamk we have 
ID wait and see what cranes up 
m Ihe coming days," he said. 

On Tuesd^ the New Yoik 
Times dairnwi tiut Iraq was 
helping tbe pharmaceutic^ fec- 
tccy in Sudm producre compo- 
nents of tire crave agent 

(Contmued on page 3 ) 


Regent chairs (discussion 
on CDD spending priorities 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
lYince Hassan. the Regent, 
Tuesday chaired a meeting 
at the Royal Court dedicat- 
ed to determining the 
spending priorities of the 
Civil Defence Department 
(CDDj for the coining year. 

The meeting, which is 
part of a series of prelimi- 
nary discussions on priori- 
ties in slate spending before 
the preparation of the 1999. 
fiscal budgets was attended 
by a number of concerned 
ministers, the Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff of 
the Armed Forces Field 
Marshal Abdul Hafez Mirai 
Kaabneh and heads of the 
Civil Defence, Public 
Security and General Intel- 
ligence Departments. 

In remarks at the meet- 
ing, tbe Regent underlined 
the importance of deter- 
mifling the priorities in 
defence within a general 
integrated plan invoKting 
foe relevant departments 
and in a manner that would 
secure means to enable 
them perform their dudes 
in safeguarding security 
and stability and ensure 
continued development of 
the economic and invest- 
ment environment in Jor- 
dan. 

“Praising the cjviT 
defence's efforts in pro- 
tecring lives and property. 
Prince Hassan underling 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, foe Regent tal k s to ministers and ofEdals at 
foe Royal Court on Tuesday, during a meeting discussing foe Civil Defence Depart- 
ment’s spending {>riorities (Photo by Boghos) 


foe importance of this 
department in safeguarding 
foe industrial, social and 
economic environment 
l^cussion of foe priori- 
des in civil defence spend- 
ing means discussing foe 
ue^s of foe Jordanian socl- 
es and tbe economic sec- 
tors, Prince Hassan said, 
nodng that foe civU defence 
operadon has direct effect 
on society while its precau- . 
donairy measures have a 
posidve effect on social and 
economic sectors. 

Prince Hassan listened to 


a briefing by foe CDD 
Director Major General 
M'aW about foe depart- 
ment’s dudes and jiriorities 
in defence spending. 

M’aani noted foat the 
CDD's needs have been 
grovving with respect to foe 
gTDvjib in populadon and 
urban and economic devel- 
opment {>oindng out that 
the CDD strives to ensure 
preventive measures to 
guariantee industrial and 
enviroDmemal security. 

Ministers and officers 
present at foe meeting bad 


an open discussion on foe 
issue. 

Prince Hassan had earlier 
made it clear that foe 1999 
fiscal budget will be based 
on a scientific, objective 
and practical approach 
iDN'oIving the state’s differ- 
ent sectors. 

He has called on foe pub- 
lic and private sectors to 
participate in a dialogue to 
determine foe priorities in 
spending in a manner that 
would guarantee the most 
ideal way in utilising 
resources. 


Press ordered not to publish news on water crisis 


By Ahmad Kbatib 
S{7eci^ to foe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Amman's Prosecutor 
General Mohammed Kbarabsbeh 00 
Tuesday ordered the media to refrain 
from publishing news relating to foe 
water crisis. 

Kbarabsheb asked foe Director of 
Press and Publications Depariment 
Bilal Tal to "inform all newspapers 
not to publish any news item involving 
foe water {dilution case until the pros- 
ecution concluded its investigation." 

Earlier this week, foe government 
forwarded foe report of foe c:onunittee 
investigating foe water crisis to tbe 
prosecutor general so that legal action 


may be taken against the parties 
responsible. 

T^e 100-page report on foe water 
crisis was prepared by a! govemroem 
committee formed Aug.; 4 on orders 
from the Regenu | 

Tbe details of the repm were not 
released. 

Nasser Judeb, ministeri of informa- 
tion, yesterday said foe water pollu- 
tion file is in tbe bands ofj tbe prosecu- 
tor general to decide what action 
should be taken against foe ie5{x>Dsi- 
ble parties. 

"ff the government bad made tbe 
report public before foe prosecutor 
general's decision, some people men- 
tioned in tbe re{)ort would have sued 


foe government for defamation" 
Judeh told a press conference. 

He added foe investigation commit- 
tee did not have foe authori^ to pros- 
ecute people and was only acting as "a 
iacr-i^ing body." 

Judeh said Hani Mulki, minister of 
water and energy, will soon report on 
the situation at Zai Water Treatment 
Plant (ZWP). 

He gave no further details. 

Mulki said last Saturday the govern- 
ment hopes that the water situation 
will be back to normal as soon as pos- 
sible. 

Officials at tbe Ministry of Water 
were not available for comroenL 


Arafat leaves Oslo but officials continue taiks 

Netanyahu promises to expand 
Jewish settlements in Hebron 


OSLO (AFP) — Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat 
left Oslo on Tuesday but 
Israeli and Palestinian offi- 
cials continued marathon 
talks in a bid to get tbe 
deadlocked peace process 
back on track, sources close 
to foe talks said. 

The two sides met from 
Monday night into tbe early 
hours of Tuesday morning 
and resumed early again on 
Tuesday, but it is too early 
to speak of a breakthrough, 
sources who asked not Co be 
identified said. 

Tbe talks ended about 
4:30 a.m. on Ttiesday and 
resumed again around 8:00 
a.m. 

Arafat left foe Norwegian 
capital before noon, after 
meeting with U.S. special 
envoy to the Middle East 
Dennis Ross behind closed- 
doors at the HolmenkoUen 
Hotel. 

On Monday, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu's office said 
publicly for foe first time 
(hat be was ready to accept 
conditionally a U.S. pack- 
age propo^ centred on 
Israel transfeiring an addi- 
tional 13 per cent of foe 
West Bank to full or partial 
Pales tinian control over a 
period of 12 weeks. 

The Israeli offer would 
designate three per cent of 
the land to be- ceded as 
"nature reserves" where 
Israel would retain full 
security and jiolicing pow- 


HEBRON (AP) — Even as a peace deal 
with foe Palestinians appeared closer at 
band. Prime N^ster Benyamin Netanyahu 
on Tuesday paid a surprise visit to Jewish 
settlers in this tense Palestinian town and 
promised to expand their community. 

Netanyahu's gesture was aimed at his 
hard-line critics, including many settler 
leaders, wbo have demanded foat Israel 
break off negotiations with foe Palestinians 
following foe killin g of a well-known 
Hebron rabbi ap{>arently by a Palestinian, 
last week. 

Netanyahu and Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat reportedly have softened 
their pc>sitions on an Israeli troop with- 
drawal in the West Bank after a 17-monfo 
stalemate, though both sides said Tuesday 
that sevei^ issues remained unresolved. 

The progress made in recent days a{i{)ar- 
ently was not sufficient to persuade U.S. 
Mideast peace envoy Dennis Ross to Fetum 
to the regioQ to try and finalise a deal. 

In an unannounced condolence visit to 
Hebron on Ihesday, Netanyahu said he 


would build new homes for foe 450 Jews 
living in the divided city of 130,000 Pales- 
tinians. 

"I care. I want them [settlers] to have 
security and permanency and expansion 
and they deserve it" Netanyahu said. 

He said proposals to iniild permanent 
housing in foe Jewish enclave of Tel 
Romeida. a small trailer park where foe 
rabbi was killed last week, were submitted 
for approval Tuesday. 

Netanyahu also approved the construction 
of an apartment building for settlers next to 
foe enclave of Beit Hadossah, the Yediot 
Ahronot daily said. Land next to Beit 
Hadassah was recently cleared for con- 
struction. 

Fmaoce Minister Yaakov Neeman, mean- 
while. has set aside $2.7 million for Tel 
Romeida construction, and on Monday par- 
liament’s Fmaoce Ministry approved an 
additional $24.2 million for settlement 
expansion throughout the West Bank. 


ers and tbe right to reserve 
Pales tinian construction. 

Arafat called the projiosal 
"a beginning." 

Norwegian officials and 
Ross are reportedly helping 
to brmg foe Isr^s and 
Palestinians in direct con- 
tact in a bid to revive foe 
peace process, which has 
been stffied for 17 months. 

“The talks will continue, 
but it is premuiure to say 
whether that will be in Oslo 


or somewhere else,” one 
official told foe Norwegian 
news agency NTB. 

Arafat. Ross and other 
Israeli and Palestinian rep- 
resentatives have been m 
foe Norwegian coital for 
foe past two days to com- 
memorate foe fi^ anniver- 
sary of tbe first Israeli- 
Palestinian {>eace accords, 
known as the Declaration of 
Principles. 

At the anniversary cere- 


monies on Monday after- 
noon, both Ross and other 
key Middle East players 
stressed that differences 
between foe two sides have 
oairowed over the {last few 
days. 

“We believe that peace 
will finally prevail" Arafat 
stressed in a ^leech 00 
Monday. Ross expressed 
foe common belief foat 
"there is no aliemaiive to 
the Oslo {leace accords." 
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ubarak 
role in U. 


denies Egyptian 
S. raid on Sudan 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt's Presi- 
denc Hosni Mubarak has 
denied dut U.S. planes used 
Egyptian lerriiwy from which 
to bunch Uua week's attack in 
.Suditn. 

Mubarak was responding 
laic on Monday to what he 
<>aid U J.S an accusation by 
Sudan Plv.sident Omar Hasson 
.Ai Ba<ihir that Egyptian ba.^ 
were aved for a U.S. mis.<ile 
suike on a Khartoum factory 
ktfi Tluirsday. 

“Sudan's accusations show 
ignur.mce. It is a false state- 
mciti that planes raided Sudan 
from a nonheriy direction," 
Mubarak said. “Eavpuan terri- 
■ .'s are not used fix aggres- 


u»ncs 


sion against any country. They 
[the Sudanese] know it very 
well." 

Ba.shir said on Friday Amer- 
ican forces "shot seven Toma- 
hawk rnksiles. sLt of which hit 
the factory and one hit out- 
side." He said four American 
planes "Ixc^e the sound barri- 
er" as they flew parallel to the 
Nile during the Ihursday night 
attack. He'^d not mention any 
country' by name, tut his com- 
ments were interpreted by 
Cairo as implying Egypt 
allowed planes to fly tom 
Eg>’ptian territories. 

The United States has said 
the attack was launched 1^' 
cruise missiles tom ships in 


the Red Sea against the Al 
Shifa phannaceutica] factory, 
alleging it produced compo- 
nents for chemical weapons. 
Sudan said the factory pro- 
duced only medicines. 

Sudanese Ambassador to 
Egypt Ahmed Abdul Halim on 
also said Egypt 
played no part in the U.S. 
strikes. 

“Eg>pi's role in the U.S. 
raids is what is written in the 
Arab League's statement" he 
said, referring to Egypt's and 
other members' support in the 
Cairo-bas^ league 
Sudan's call for £e United 
Nations to investigate the U.S. 
strikes. 


in brands 


attacks as 

'state 

terrorism’ 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran’s 
supreme leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei on Monday 
bhiMed ihe U.S. strikes on 
A«'ghani.<:tan and Sudan as 
criminal acts of “state ter- 
rorism." 

The attacks on sites 
linked to suspected Saudi- 
biirn terrorist leader 
fisima Ben Laden were in 
reiulialion for the .August 7 
hoiuhings of U.S. 
enibussie.s in Kenya and 
T.mzaniu in which 257 
p>:ople died, including 12 
American.^. 

"I do not know Osama 
Ben Laden and I do not 
condone killing local and 
.'ivilian people in Tanzania 
and Kenva. but the mili- 


1 

larv' aoti'an of the U.S. 
against Sudan and 

.Afghanistan i.s as much 
cundenmuble as killing 
civilians in Kenya and 
Tanzania." Khamenei said 
ui a cabinet meeting. 

'it is not acceptable that 
a government relying on 

BO- 

ils tniliiarN' might attack 

Ch: 

another country' and kill its 

nob 

in.ii.vem people." he said. 

Sira 

describing lust Thursday's 

Sat 

attacks as “state terror- 

do' 

ism.'' the official IRN.A 

Me 

news agency reported. 

co: 

Tiic L'..S. mi.ssllc strikes 

far 

.inuiita.'Tccu.sly hit u phar- 
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pU 
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claims v.ns making elc- 

fu 

.)jc i- for chenifcj] 

1 

V ;iiid ba.>.es in 

in 

.Al'jiianistan it says was 

0 

hvik.'d h., Ben Laden. 

.sc 

Tf)L* IkS. deJecaiion lo 

tc 

the I’.N. informed the 

a' 

Security Council on 

o 

Monday that Ben Laden's 
ijotwork was linked to 18 

ll 

icirorisi aliack.s In recent 


WiiT''. 


Iran holds funeral for 
assassinated prison chief 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Several 
thousand people attended a 
funeral in front of the Iranian 
parliament on Tuesday for the 
country's fonner piiscn chief 
Assadullah Lajevardi who was 
assassinated two days agx>. 

The crowd shoutkl slogans 
against the People's Muja- 
hedeen. Iran's main aim^ 
opposition grwp which 
claimed re^xnisibiliiy for the 
attack on Lajet'aidi in his shq) 
in Tehran bazaar. 

Two other people were also 
shot dead in the attack. 

Iranian media has paid 
homage to Lajevardi. 63, as a 
*‘hero of the Islamic resis- 
tance" because of his fierce 
struggle against the shah. 
Iran's fixn^ monarch who 
was toppled In the 1979 Islam- 
ic revolution. 

Tehran bazaar closed as a 
murk of respect on Tuesday 
and many merdiants took pan 
in the ceremony. 

The three coffins were 


wTq)ped in the 1r6iuan=' flog 
of 0 truck 


and paraded on top 
which passed in fronr of the 
assembly building in central 
Tehran. 


Parliamentary speaker AU 
Akbor Nate^Nouri who 
attended the fimeraL said Laje- 
vari "withstood the toughest 
acts of torture before the revo- 
lution." 

"After the ie\'olution he took 
on very difficult and danger- 
ous positions." he said, refer- 
ring to the posts Lajevardi 
served in as die diieaor of the 
notorious Ev'in prison in 
Tehran and as a revolutionary 
prosecutor. 

Tie foiled innovative plots 
by the Munofeqeen [hyp- 
ocrites] and made the countiy 
unsafe for them." the speaker 
said, refening to the Iraqi- 
based MujabedeoL ‘Tte 
Mun^eqeen’s move was die 
stupidest thing to do and it was 
no military feaL" 

Nateq-Nouri criticised Euro- 
pean countries for "ofiering 
haven to the tenoiist Munafe- 
qeen wMie at the same time 
paying lip service to the issue 
of human rights.'* 

“CXir pH^e cannot ignexe 
such a contradiction. This atti- 
tude will affect , .relations 
between Iran and European 
countries." he warned. 



GROUNDED TANKER IN BOSPHORUS: The Greek-flagged tanker Crud^ulf, loaded with crude oil, Tuesday sits 
Bosphorus Straits under the silhouettes of Topkapi Palace (R) and St. Sophia, which was com 

.... . m ■ _ e iiL. m— AM MAiatA Cmn, Vai 


Bosphorus Mraits unaer me siinouenes or iopKapi raiace tn; ana ou ^u|»ua, n'UH.u COTverted to a mosque “Jjf “ 

8I,0iM-tonne tanker ran aground offshore from the Ottonuia Top/capi Palace, en route from Russia to Italy via the Turkish straits. lh»e wcr 

no reports of any oU spill (Reuters photo) 


Iraqi FM leaves 
for South Africa 


BAGHDAD lAFP) — 
Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Said .AI Sab- 
haf left Baghdad on Tues- 
day for Souih Africa to 
discuss preparations for a 
summit of the Non- 
Aligned Movement, the 
official IN.A new's agency 
said. 

The summit is due to 
begin next weekend in 
Durban attended by some 
60 heads of state. 

Sahhaf. who is accompa- 
nied by an Iraqi delega- 
tion. will explain Iraq's 
decision to suspend coop- 
eration with U.N. weapons ' 
inspectors and its "legiti- 
mate demands for a lifting 
of the embargo." INA said. 

Baghdad announced 


August 5 that it would sus- 
pend cooperation with the 
U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) charged with 
di.sarming Iraq until the 
organisation is restruc- 
tured and removed from 
U.S. influence. 

Iraq has accused 
UNSCOM of being a 
“stooge" of the United 
States and deliberately 
aiming to perpetuate the 
eight-year embargo 
imposed on Iraq after its 
invasion of Kuwait. 

The embargo can only be 
lifted once UNSCOM cer- 
tifies that Iraq no longer 
has biological, chemical or 
nuclear weapons or mis- 
siles with u range greater 
than 150 kilometres. 


Iraqi newspaper calls for holy 
war against United States 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — An offi- 
cial Iraqi newspqier called for 
jihad or holy war s^ainst the 
United States on Tti^day fol- 
lowing tMishington’s missQe 
attacks on suspected Islamist 
sites in Sudan and Afghanistan. 

"Arabs, Muslims and the 
vrixile international communi- 
ty are caUed on to take action 
^ mobOise into one front to 


wage jihad against the Ameri- 
can tyrant and hit its interests." 
said Babel, owned by the eldest 
son of ira^ President Saddam 
Hussein. Uday. 

"We want an active front 
cqiable of creating pn> 
grammes and measures to hit 
die U.S.-2oiist interests and 
them a severe blow." die 
daily said. 


want a jihad against ter- 
rorism. evil and hae^,".ibe 
newspaper said, txanffiog de 
Unit^ States a "bad exa^" 
of a superpower and 'as pr^ 
deni a "liar" 

The aaacks on Sudan apd 
Afjdianistan are "atDK 
against humanhy-and depe- 
texts advanced are net 
bl^" die daily sakL 


Kuwait, U.S. cooperating to fight ‘terrorism’ 


KUWAIT (AP) — Kuwait 
and the United States are 
cooperating to fight terrorism. 
Sheikh Saad AI Abdullah AI 
Sabah, (he crown prince, said 
in remarlu published Tues- 
day. 

Sheikh Saad. who serves as 
prime minister, spoke 


in 


response to UJS. press reports 
anting th^ I<^waiti Islamic 
ch^ty organisations had 
links with terrorists responsi- 
ble fbrthe Aug, 7 bombing 
of the U.S. embassies in 
Kenya and Tanzania. 

Kuwiut mid Washington are 
cooperating in the fight 


against terrorism and .die two 
gov'emmenis are "exchangii^ 
informatiorC he told the~Al 
Rai Al Amm daily. 

"We are now commonicBt' 
ing through diplOTnatic (has- 
nels with Ammcan officials 
about this matter." St^ 
Sand said. 


Turkish Islamist leader still in mentor Erbakan’s shadow 


By Steve Bryant 
Reuters 


ANKARA — Recai 
Kutan, the staid and .voftiy 
spoken Turkish Islamist 
leader charged with 
embezzlement on Tues- 
day. still lives in the giant 
shadow cast by his prede- 
cessor Necmettin 

Erbakan, indicted aionc- 
.side hj/n. 

When he became the 
l.slumist Virtue Partv in 
May. Kuian inherited con- 
trol of the best vote-gath- 
ering machine in Turkey, a 
network of activists and 
fund-raisers that had been 
a.ssembled by Erbakan 
over 30 years. 

But the rise of political 


Islam in Turkey has been 
hampered at every step by 
the secular establishment 
and (he military, which 
fears a drift toward an 
Islamic regime such us 
Iran's. 

Both men were formally 
accused on Tue.sduy of 
embezzling fund.s from 
the Welfare Party, a 
charge that carries a possi- 
ble three-year sentence, to 
spirit them out of the 
authorities' reach when 
the party was banned. 

“It is clear that the 
parly's leadership carried 
out the biggest fraud in 
the hiviory of our republic 
to prevent the treasury 
.seizing the party's funds 
and soixis." an indictment 


prepared by the country '.s 
top prosecutor read. 

Erbakan was barred 
from political leadership 
for five years by the con- 
stitutional court in Janu- 
ary when it outlawed Wel- 
fare for attempting to 
iniroduce I.slamic law jn 
secular Turkey. 

Islamist ciders appoint- 
ed the Fi.S-yciir-«.«lci Kutan. 
a }ong-iime Erbakan loy - 
dlist fnvm the conservative 
wing of ihe movement, lo 
head Welfare's successor. 
Ihe Islam-bused Virtue 
Party, still llic biggest 
grouping in parliament 
and the main opposition to 
conservuiive Prime Minis- 
ter Mesui Yilma/. 

Kutan denies unv olTi- 


ciul links to hi.s predeces- 
sor. 

"Virtue is a new party, it 
has nothing to do with 
Welfare." he told Reuters 
in an interview in July. 
"For example. they 
opposed Turkey's Euro- 
pean Union menibenship. 
Bui we support it and .say 
it Is for the benefit of the 
country .*' 

Kman has .snughl to di.s- 
tanee himself further from 
Welliire by attending par- 
ties serving alcohol — not 
drunk by pious Muslims 
— and saying his party 
might field women candi- 
dates in a general election 
next April. 

Bui many observers still 
say Kutan. who has spent 


25 years in Turkish poli- 
tics as a loyal and unspec- 
tacular member of 
Erbakan's team, may be 
little more than a caretak- 
er. marking lime until his 
political ma.ster can return 
to reclaim official leader- 
ship. 

Notably. Kutan's 

appointment blocked the 
rise of Istanbul Mayor 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan. 
seen as the leader of a 
younger and more dynam- 
ic wing of the Eslamist 
movement. While Erdo- 
gun is popular with the 
grassroots. Erbakan loyal- 
ists dominate the party 
executive. 

Erbakan narrowly won 
an election in 1995 to 


become Turkey's first 
Islamist prime minister, 
and formed a coalition 
with conservatives. 

But the fiercely secular- 
ist army forced him from 
office last year for loudly 
attempting to boost the 
role of religion in public 
life. 

Now Kutan paints next 
April's election a.s a cru- 
cial test of whether Turk- 
ish democracy is robust 
enough for the powerful 
military to allow (he 
Islamists lo enter govern- 
ment again if they repeat 
their success of the last 
election. 

"Docs Turkey have a 
democratic order or does 
it have another kind of 


order? What Is more 
important than elections is 
whether the result will be 
respected or not. Whether 
there will be democracy' 
or not." Kutan said. 

A civil engineer, by 
training. Kutan served in 
1977 as housing mioiser 
and in 1996 as enetgy 
minister, winning plaudits 
for his mastery' of techni- 
cal details. 

He has displayed similar 
skills in his leaderslup of 
Virtue, escheii^PE 

Erbakan's fiery rhumic ip 
favour of efiGcieot-opposi* 
tion in parlianieDt 
committees. 

He is married 
children. 
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! CHURCHES 

' St Marv' of Namreih Church 
i Swclfidi. Tel. 5920740 
I .AssemlilicsofGod Church Tel. 
I 4rt.>:7!>5 

! St Joseph Church 
; -«*2-590 

i' Terra &mda Church 

I J6:i'66 

i ,\ngjican Church 


4624S5.V462481 1. 

Sl Afrcm Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tcl . 477 1 75 1 . 

.\mman Intemalkinai Church 
Tel. 5865S97 

Genuan-speakiiig EvangeUcal 
Congregation Tcl. 568S404 
The Evanjselical Local Church 
in Anunan Tcl. 58 i 1 2^5 
Churdi of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
SaOe College Td. 5661757 
Church of the AnnundatloD 
ToL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
464613S 

Church of Presentation. Swd- 
fiehTel. 5920146 
The Uniatc Catholic Church 
TeL4t,M757 

The Cmtiish-Language 
Catholic Parish TeL 46 1 4 1 90 
Evaiqgelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Churdi Td. 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church Tei:477l33[ 

The Ansenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


and seas calm. 



Z^\RQA: 

dalSiagcrv 
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FOR THE TRAVELLER 

..I9/.it5 

Dr. Wulid Halaseh US279^ 

ThBlsLiniic..Alxlli ..... 

.„„5b«jl3l/7 

QUEEN ALIA 

..26/39 

Khalifeh pharmacy ...9S54 1 7 

Hussein Medieu! 

Centre Tel. 

INTERNATIONAL 

..18/38 

..24/40 

EMERGENCIES 

iotzmiL-i 

- 4630195 

AIRPORT 


Ye.stcrdiiy *s high temperatures: 
.Amman .M, Aqaba 39 
Humidity readmes: Amman 
25 per cent. .Aqaba 48 per 
cent. 


Follotting are the highest tem- 
peratures expected today in the 
rollouing areas: 

Ajioun 29 

Jerash 3" 

I’m Qays 36 

Madaba .^5 

Petra 38 

Dead Sea -1.3 


Tel. 


Tel. 


Tcl. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied hy the 
Department of Metenmlogy 
Relative hot weaiher condi- 
tions will persist with winds 
northwesterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, it will be hot. winds 
nonheriy moderate to active. 


USEFLX 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTlf' 

Dr. Yousef Rashid 4S75792 

Dr. Jam'a .Abu Dbiab ,...4758848 

Dr. .Ahmad Manna' 5359413 

Dr. Walid.AIMasii 5675485 

Firas pharmacy 5661 912 

Ai .Asema pharmacy .....46.37055 
Al Salani pharmacy 4636730 
Yacoob pharmacy ...4644945 
Shmosani phann^' 4637660 
Nairoukh pbannacy .....4623672 

Najib pbarmaev 5347632 

IRBID; 

Dr. Issam Salih 246858 

AJ Quds pharmacy < — 1 


Food Ctmin.'l Centre ■16.37 1 1 1 

Gvil DcfcnxrDvTvatinmi 5661 1 ! I 
Civil Defence Immctiiaic Rc*- 

cue 4r».XiJ.X4i 

Civil Defence Emerjawy.. ..199 
IUscueB:4cc l*C,4h21 1 1 1,*4tv7777 

Fire Bricodc 4617101 

Blood Bank 47?5f2I 

Highway Pi'ltce 53434ti2 

Traffic ^‘licc 4,s*;h,;*Hi 

Public Sccuniy Depi 463t*.*2 1 

Htvel Complaints 5<V5.VO 

Pnee Complaims .Wl I To 

i SertctocCrtiptos 4W (7467 

.Amman Municip.iliiy Cr>m- 

plilintS 47.*i?| j I 

Telephone Infomuilioti (direcii^ 

ry a.s.siMancci 121 

Ovciscas Calls .OlttnO 

Central .Amman TeIeplK»nc 

RepoiTv 4623101 

.AbdaliTc!. Repairs 3661 UM 

Jwdan Telcvisum 4773111 

Radin Jordan 4774 1 ( | 

WiHcr Authority iioSOUlO 

J. Elccmcity .Aulhonr* .58 13615 

Elccirie Power Co» 4f»3638 1 

RJ Flicbi Information 44-5.'2(J0 
Queen jyia Inti. .Airpnn 


HOSPITALS 


Khkihdi Maicmiiy .4644281/6 

.Akileh MiUemity. 4642441/2 

Jahil Amman Mntcmilv 
4642.'62 

Mulluci, J, Ainiiian 46.36|4(i 

P.ilestine. Shmasani ....56U7071 

Shineisani Hospiul 3669131 

UiiiverMiy Hospital .335.'444 

Ai-Muasiier Hospital 5667227/9 

.Al-Ah1i. Abduli 5(if'4l(i4/6 

Italian. .'Sl-Muhnjrrcn 4777Ii)|/3 

AI-Bashir. 47751 ! 1/26 

.Army. Mark.! 4.89 IMj/j5 

Queen Alia Hi.ispi[.il 5W)2240/50 

Amal Htispiial 5674155 

7.ARQA: 

Tarqj Ckni. Hospital 

UWj<»8.t323 

/iirqa NalK>nal Hospital 



I6ii Sina I Iospit.*il (0‘/»9k67.t2 

Al iliknRi Modem Hospital 

i0‘/)9‘)099 

IKItlD; 

lAinccss Basma Hospital 

(02127555,5 

Greek Caihtilie Hospital 

(02.»27227.5 

Ihn Al Nafecs Hospiiaf 

102)247100 

.AQABA! 

Princess iLivj Kospiial 


This information is supplied 
hy Royal Jordanian fRJ) infor- 
niation department at the 
Queen Alia tniemational Air- 
port Tcl. (44153200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 44 
(52700) or 44{.532.50». 


AMMAN: 

The .Arab Centre fur Hsan and Spv- 


AKRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJi 
Flights 

1)7:30 Damascus (RJ I 

09:30 Jeddah (Rji 

09:45 LamaenlRJi 

09:55 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJi 
10:45 .....Doliu. Bahrain (RJ I 
15:55 .h'ctt Voii.Ains(i:riIafli(RJi 

17:30 Madrid (RJ) 

18:05 Istanbul (RJ) 

18:05 Paris (RJ) 

] 8:40 . Brusse Is, Geneva i RJ j 

19:05 Rome (RJ) 

19:10 ..London. Vienna (RJ) 
19:25 .J^rnnkfun. Berlin (RJ) 
I9:30.CiiiCagn. Bnuscls (add) (RJ) 

20:00 .....Tci Aviv (add) |RJ> 

00:15 Beirut (RJ) 

00:55 Dubai (add) (RJ) 

01:05 CainMRJ; 

05:00 Riyadh (addMRJ) 


Other Flights 

09:00 Riyadh (add) (SVj 

11:00 ..Sanaa. Hudaidah ( i Y) 

11:30 Kuwait (KU) 

12:30 Jeddah (SV; 

12:45 Bahrain (add) (GF) 

13:15 Cairo (MS) 

l**ri0 Tunis (TU) 

I"*'!® Bahrain (CF) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

16:10 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (EKi 

Algiers (.AH) 

18:35 Karachi, .Abu Dhabi (PK) 

ISJ-ML Beirut (.ME) 

1^*05 Fraokfiiri (LHr 

^•20 Istanbul (TK) 

23:40 Amsterdam iKL) 

L«.indon(BA) 

02:25 .....Aihcn.s. Beirut (OA) 
Amalia (TK) 


20:10 Colombo i 

20:35 Beinit (RJl . 

21:00 .Abu Dhabi NevDdhi^ 
21:00 ....Doha. Bomber (SJ) ' 

21:10 Caiio(RJ)| 

21:15 Calcutta, Ban^cok (BJ) 

21:45 .Bahrain (Rfl 

22:05 Dubai, (add) (BJ) I 

23:59 Riyadh (add)(RJ> ; 

00:30 Muscat (W) 

01:30 DhahraB (Rll! 

02:55 Sanaa (RJ) ! 


ftoyaf lA^ngs (RW) 

Amman (QAIAj 

(Then prpcccdjt to Marka Alr- 

ponMRW) 

Aqaba (arriving at 

MarkaAirpsirtliRW) 

19:20 Tel Aviv (Q.AJA) iRWi 

-J:50 Amman (Marka Air- 

ponuRW 


DEPARTlfRES 


Other Flights 

06:35 Lamaca (CV) 

07:30 „ftris(Af) 

09:20 Loodon(Biy 

10:30 Riyadh’ (add) (SV) 

11:30 Ta'iz, Sanaa (T0 

12:45 Kuwait 

13:35 Bahrain (addVti^ ' 

14:00 leddah(SV?’ 

14:15 Caira^®;: 

15:00 ..Bahrain. Muscat (W i 

15:10 -Tunis® ' 

15:50 VienmC?^- 

17:20 Sharjah -(Aw, 

17:20 _,_DubaU^ 

20:30 .Abu C^ud)ii Karadu^^', 
23:55 

00:40 DaniascuSiAnslAlinl!^ 
03:45 ....Beinn. Atheas(Q% 

■•A’ 


■;■ ■■ Lamaca I Rjj 

0.00 .Amsterdan). New York (RJ, 

}!*f? Rome cRj) 

kianbuKRjj 

““I London (RJi 

TclAV'vtadd),Rj> 

Dubai (add) (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

y yg'. 

Marka .Airport (RW) 

09:30 ....J^aba(J5roraI*S 
(^Airpon) (RW) 

17iJ0 TdAviv(^ 

Marka .Airpevt) (IW>-:.->>?- 

22:50 ■ 

QAIAj (RW) 
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"fit 1’-' 

continue 

or- 
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-jenbe of forsign affairs ai 
'^Mih .Arab ar 
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Home News 

‘Government to work for improved 
ties with other Arab countries’ 


AMMAN (J.X) — nie gov- 
ftftimgit reaffinned on Mon- 
day it planned no foreign pol- 
jcy„chiuiges and said it would 
cfwrinue attempts to improve 
des with Arab countries pro- 
vided are based od 

muOffi] lespecL 
Speaking at a press confer- 
eoce, lofortnatiOD Minister 
Nas^ Judeb said leladons 
w^Aiab countries are a pd- 
qnty. But he added that the 
Ms on J«dan to take 
die '^cst step” in improving 
ties witfa othCTArab stares. 
Jiideh also said tiiat the 
yinjgdDm will continue to 
wg^in support of Palestin- 
ian’ ijgfais' and tiiat signed 
agreements between tbe 
pide^mians arid Israelis have 
to be i^temented. 

• Majesty Hus- 
of designation to 
new -Hime b^Gnister jF^yez 
Tarawneb, serving as guide- 
laies to die new govemment, 
concentrated on domestic 
issu^he said. 

-‘‘[Bik] tbe focus on domes- 
tic afMs as contained in the 
of designation does not 
mean that it will be at tbe 
expense of foreign ^airs and 
oiir mlaDons with Arab and 
foreign countries, since Jor> 
dffl's position witii regards to 
its iweigD polides remam 
o nchflngftd as the principles 
ien^_ unchanged,” Judeb 
said. 

. In was the fixst of a 
series.^ weekly press btief- 



Infonnatioo Minister Nasser Jadeh gestures during yesterday’s press conference 
(Petra photo) ^ 


in^ Judeb a(^)ealed to jour- 
nabsts to bt^ ^tih in the 
government's good inten- 
tions in impl^enting tbe 
new press and publications 
law, now awaiting endorse- 
ment by Royal Decree. 

‘Have a positive outlook.” 
Judeb told leportos yester- 
day. llie minister recently 
said the govemment was 
likely to favour a soft imple- 
mentation of the highly 
restrictive press law, bm 
called on journalists to act 


responsibly. 

**You haw the right to criti- 
cise the gavemmenL Hiis is 
your job. but do it ccxistruc- 
tively” he uiged. “Criticise 
our policies.” 

Judeb also said journalists 
could count on a mote open 
relationship with the govern- 
ment during his assignment 
as information minister; say- 
ing that “putting journalists 
in the picture of what is 
pening with the government” 
is part of his mandate. 


However, tbe minigter urii- 
cated diat it will be some 
time before the public is 
made aware of parties 
responsible for tiie current 
water crisis. 

“Until sozaeooe is proven 
guilty, no names can pub- 
lished,” Judeb said, adding 
tiiat the water report now in 
the hands of die government 
had not been passed to the 
press because it amtained 
names of allegedly re^xxist- 
ble public figures. 


)» Assaulted journalist critical following surgery 


^ Afia Snikri H«mzeh 
SpeddU) the Ionian Tunes 

AMMAN -7 Tbe chief editor 
of a;Id^ Ar^ic weekly 
uixlawait siBgeiy l\jesday 
moauDg !^ '^^ Ms p^ 
desodbed- . conqilkati^ 
ficdlowibfc^ ^tp ult he was 
subjected a^ 

jMifeig Editor 
yes- 
EMtor 
was bo^talised 
last V^Ksday after sixffiznn^ 
fioras&ae abdotninal pains. 

Ruoim told the Jordan 
Tnhalto Haaar firA UDder- 
*niursday after 
doctixs found that be had a 
clot m bis intestines “as a 
result (Ctiie strong blows be 
received on hKhe^ stomach 
and back, on August 8 .” 
Headded diat Hattar had a 
rimilar qieration Tuesday. 



saying that doctors removed 
around 200 cm of his snM 
intestine in both operations. 

The operating surgeon, 
however, stated that while the 
mjuries Hattar sust^ned in tbe 
assault could have resulted in 
the dots, other factors may 
have been lespcnsible for his 
hoqtiialisatioa. 

..“He. .had in^ l^rum,on 
his body, winch could be a 
factor tba caused 1 ^ ckx^” 
said Nabih Muam^.^But die 
trauma k^ipened a while «^o, 
and it is not certain tiiat tins is 
tbe reason.” 

Muamar told tbe J<xdan 
Tunes that Hattar bad two 
episodes of tinoenboris (dot- 
ting) that nsqinted tiie removal 
of two parts of his sn iall 
bowel 

‘The first qiet^on last 
Thursday was a majrr one in 
wMcfa we removed a Mg clot 


firom tbe vessels.” he said. 

Muamar stud be removed 
around three foet of Hattar s 

fimafl hnwe) an d that Hattar k 

still in crid^ but szaMe ccxidi- 
tion. 

“I operated on him Tuesday 
and ite is stable and Ms vital 
rigns ate so far excellent,” 
Muamar said. 

Hattar. a leftist and.a veb^ 
meni critic of past and reoeni 
govemmems, was anaclted on 
August 8 by ftxirunideiiiified 
assailants ^^ding batons as 
be was returning to bis house 
in Jabal Hussein with his wife 
and erght'year-old son. 

He was aruck several time 
on the head until he lost coo- 
sdousoess. 

Hattar told tbe Jordan Times 
foUowing the attack that he 
was un^le to identify his 
attackers, but he issued a state- 
itient on Aug. 9 accuang four 


separate parties of master- 
minding the assault. 

According to a statement 
issued yKterday by A1 
Mithaq, Hattar \ras still 
in criti^ craiMtian in Lamnil- 
la Ho^^. It added thai 
“desfnTe ofiGdal complaints to 
tite police. Hairar’s wife and 
chfidren as well as A1 Miihaq 
staff are still being foflowed 
by supkHaus cats.” 

"Jordan's security and sta- 
Mliiy and tite safety of its dti- 
zens are thieatetted by such 
outlaws \rix) do not fear pun- 
ishment,” said the statement. 

It also called on die govem- 
inent to put an end to such 
attacks on journalists and 
determine the identity of tbe 
‘lured assailants" vrix) carried 
out tbe attack on H^ar. 

A govemmeiu official yes- 
terday stud police are still 
searcMng for the assaOanls. 


Conservation group developing strategy to protect birds 


By Hasher Majrtia 

^^pedal to Ae,hnitm Tunes 

AMMAN — BitdLife Inteoiatitxi^ tte 
wciM’s okiest biid craiservatioo sodety. is 
hoiking witii Jotdaman and 
^j^eocies and noo-govenunenial oig^ 
iratioDS (NGOs) m protea tite diveRe bird 
pedes formii^ an important of tbe 
aiB^s natural heritage. 

-The Lotidoa-based orgamsoion recmly 
set ^ its Middle East headquarters in 
Amman to develop a n^ional strategy to 
he^ proiea migiateiy teds. Her 

Nbor is booCTaiy ' preadent 

■ Biitff jfif» Tntemational. 

*Biids iT^bit difeent bahiiats and 
ecosystems as tii^ live in tiie deserts, in 
ite incuataiDS, in Wlands, in the coastal 
areas .ffld in dense fixe^ and a large 
trainixr of bird pedes inigrate 

Usances.” Artaan Budieiy, head ik 
BiidLife hfideast, told tbe Jordan Times. 
/.‘Thismaitestitem an id^ instnimentof 
ntiomation about tiieir hateats,” be 
ad^ 

Sich infonnatim can prove vital do 
easiiri!^ the survival of ib4e pecies and 
IXDvide basK dues m causes of etiriroo- 
Maotal d^adation and measuzes lo/eca- 
fy tite atuakn, Bucfieiy said in a recent 


interview. 

Since Mid habitats and migratoy routes 
pan across bcideis, there is a strong need 
fa a jdnt coordinaied regioial strategy to 
tackle poMems faring Mid haMtats, he 

P Tplainwt 

This prompted BudLM; Inteniational to 
decentnOise its opeiaticxis and set up 
legfonal offices to coodinate woridwide 
preservation efifots, Budieiy said. 

The agency's overall strategy in the 
regiaa entaPs setting ip more nature 
reserves while increaring tiie cpacity of 
is partners tinough raising eoviremme^ 
awareness among theput^ Budeiiy said. 

“We also need to streamline and coordi- 
nate national plans witii regional plans and 
sfirate^ with intematioctel objectives.” be 
add^ 

Jordan was chosen as beadquaiteis fa 
the eatiie'Micklle East le^aa as well as 
Iran and Afghanistan becai^ of its central 
location and its long Mstoiy of eoviroo- 
rnental conservation and l^islatioL 

The late King Abdullah, grandfather of. 
IBs King Hussein, issued a decree 

banning deforestation in 1923. 

Budi^ said BizdLife International 
Mideast and its local paitnec, the Royal 
Saaety far the Conservation of Nature 
(RSQij, bK laundied five Mid reserves in 


Jodan. Plans for setting ip a axtfa reserve 
in Aqaba are under way. 

The Donfaeasiem oaris of Azraq, a 
key stop-over for many ou^ant birds, is 
bo^ to the Azraq V^laad Reserve and 
the Shaumaiy I^ildlife l^serre. 

The otiKR {Delude Ztrfna 
Reserve in AJloun and Dana azid Mujeb in 
the south. 

Budieiy said Biidlife Afideast is also 
launching projects to raise public aware- 
ness oi tite benefite of bird conservation 
and its poteiria] fa baridng eco-tourism. 

"Jon^ has a great potential for perific 
eco-toudsm pojects given the nature of 
the diverse wtildUfe iha abomds here,” he 
said. 

Biidlife Intematk»al operates through a 
oetwok of global paitneisaixl ^soriaies, 
inchicfing tte Audubon Society, Bihain’s 
Rc^ SorieQt fa Ptotectioi Birds and 
tite Wbrid Widlifc Fund (WWF), 

“We do na believe in ite concept of the 
otganistrioi dictating policies 10 tiie part- 
ners.” be srid. In Met, we believe tiiat our 
partners should lead the esganisatioo and 
evolve perific le^onal strat^ies.” 

The mother group was fouD^ in Cam- 
bridge. England, in 1922 to help conserve 
glol^ nature usuig Mids as an enviiai- 
roenial barometer. 
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Government to sell donated 
UAE water at market price 


By Ahmad Khatib 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment said Tuesday it will 
sell one million litres of 
bottled water donated by 
the United Arab Emirate 
(UAE) to help citizens 
cope with soaring demand 
caused by the seven-week 
water contamination crisis. 

Mohammad Smadi, sec- 
retary general of tbe Min- 
istry of Trade, Industry and 
Supply, said proceeds from 
the sale would be used to 
import bottled water to 
meet local demand. 

Sheikh Khalifa Ben 
Zayed A1 Nahayan. the 
crown prince of the UA£ 
emirate of Abu Dhabi, last 
Monday offered one mil- 
lion litres of water to the 
Kingdom to help it cope 
with the water crisis. 

Smadi said tbe whole 


donation will arrive within 
two days but will be sold 
on the market after quality 
tests are conduct^ to 
ensure the water meets 
local Specifications. 

“Then, the mineral water 
will be sold at the same 
price as imported Saudi 
and Syrian bottled water,” 
Smadi told the Jordan 
Times. 

The retail price of 1.5 
litres of mineral water 
imported from Saudi Ara- 
bia and Syria has been 
fixed at 300 fils and at 
JD3.120perbox of 12 bot- 
tles, Mgher than local bot- 
tled water, which sells at 
JD3 per 12 bottles. 

'I^e 12 -packs of water 
will be sold to the public 
for JD3.600. 

Retail sales of one mil- 
lion and 1.4 million litres 
of bottled water imported 
from Saudi Arabia and 


Syria respectively began 
this week after a week- 
long delay caused by local 
quality tests. 

Officials were not avail- 
able to give a price quota- 
tion for the ministry''s bulk 
purchase from Saudi and 
Syria and for the import 
tax it paid. 

Citizens began flocking 
to designated stare-run 
stores on Sunday to buy 
water imported by the 
Ministry of Industry, Trade 
and Supply after a 
decades-old ban was 
eased. 

The government's deci- 
sion to import water has 
angered Jordan's five water 
bottling companies, with 
overall investments of 
JO 15 million, who fear 
about their future once the 
water crisis ends. 

However, the ministry 
has assured them it wiU 


stop imports once the crisis 
is solved. 

The ministry decided to 
import water after resi- 
dents complained that sev- 
eral traders were stockpil- 
ing local bottled water to 
sell it later at black market 
rates or were selling them 
smuggled bottled water at 
high prices. 

The water pollution crisis 
erupted in early July after 
residents of westeiTi 
Amman complained of 
foul-smelling and dis- 
coloured cap water sup- 
plies. 

Several areas have been 
without domestic water 
supplies for over five 
weeks as officials work on 
improving the handling 
ptxicess at the Zai Water 
Treatment Plant iZIVP). 
which supplies Amman 
with 40 per cent of its 
needs. 


Jordan-Lebanon agricultural accord 
draws criticism from exporters 


By Mohammad Ben 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A Jordanian- 
Lebanese accord regulating 
agricultural exchanges has 
generated a barrage of criti- 
cism from local exporters 
wbo claim it is tilted in 
favour of BeiiuL 
Kheir Edin Shukii head 
of the Jordan Society for 
Agricultural Exports 
(JSAE), sard the protocol 
allows Lebanon to export 
farm produce to Jordan at 
any time but restricts 
imports of local agricultural 
commodities to the 
Lebanese market 
The accord, renewable on 
a yeaiiy basts, also over- 
looks Jordan's minimum 
farm export crqpacity, he 
added. 

Diplomats from tbe 
Lebanese embassy were not 
immediately available for 
comment on tiie agreement, 
which took effect 00 Tues- 
day. 

‘The Lebanese side did 
not give us qiace to negoti- 
ate,”. Sbukri told the Jovdan 
Tunes on Monday, “fr was 
either we take the deal or we 
leave it.” 

“The protocol will have a 
negative impact on tbe local 
market and formers will be 
banned, as prices of agricul- 
ture produce will fluctuate,'' 
said Sbukri. 

But a government official 
defended tbe pacL 
Salem Lawzi, direaor 
general of the Agricultural 


Marketing Organisation 
(AMO), said foe deal, 
readied last month, will 
protect tiie interests of both 
Jordanian and Lebanese 
farmers. 

“Tbe agreement will help 
regulate prices in the Jor- 
dt^an mariret by exporting 
surplus fann produce to 
Lebanon,” he said. 

“Jordan's M^-quality 
agricultural goods arc pro- 
duced during foe winter sea- 
son when Lebanon is in 
need of them.” Lawzi 
added 

Shukii, however, said the 
agreement would allow 
Lebanon to flood tiie Jor- 
danian market with produce 
in low demand 

“Fa example, there is a 
shipment of Leban^ pota- 
toes en route to Amman. 
Oace‘‘ the' accord takes 
effect, tbe Joidanian market 
will be saturated with 
Lebanese potatoes and Ja- 
daoian potatoes will get 
stuck in the market,” said 
Sbukri 

Tbe protocol regulates 
bilateral agricultural 

exchanges during winter 
and summer depending on 
the actual nee^ of both 
countries. 

Many Jordanian formers, 
already Mt by a drop in their 
exports to other uafitioual 
markets in tbe Gulf, said the 
protocol was unfeir because 
Lebanon had tbe upper band 

in tallcs 

‘The Lebanese were in a 
better negotiating position 


because Lebanese products 
enjoy wider markets in foe 
Arab World” said Sbukri. 

WMle Jordanian farm 
products are exported to foe 
Gulf in summer and to 
Lebanon in winter. Lebanon 
has agriculmral quota agree- 
ments with Libya. Egypt. 
Iraq and Saudi Arabia. 

Under the Jordanian- 
Lebanese accord, teams 
from both countries will 
meet twice a year to review' 
their agricultural needs and 
to amend provisions of the 
protocol accordingly. 

Jordan normally exports 
to Lebanon produce grown 
in winter in tbe Jordan Val- 
ley. Jordan's main food bas- 
ket. It also exports water- 
melons- in summer. - . 

Amman, imports cherries, 
potatoes and apples. 

Lawzi said Jordan was 
importing 20,000 tonnes of 
farm produce from Lebanon 
a year and exporting 50.(XX) 
tonnes to Lebanon — 
around 70 per cent of Jor- 
dan's total agricultural 
exports. 

Tbe Jordan-Lebanon 
quota system was highlight- 
^ earlier this year when 
100 trucks laden with water- 
melons were stuck at tbe 
Lebanese border for 14 days 
because the cargo exceeded 
the agreed quantities. 

Jordan criticised Lebanon 
for banning tbe entry of foe 
2,7(X)-tomie sMpment, and 
foe truck drivers were 
forced to return to Amman. 


Jordanian-lranian meeting 
to be held here in November 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 
Jordanian-IiWan ministe- 
lial committee will bold a 
meeting here in November 
under foe joint ebairman- 
ship of tbe two countries' 
fflinisters of trade and 
iiKiustry to discuss coop- 
eration in various fields. 

The general manager of 
tbe Ministry of Industry 
and TVade's Economic 
Cooperation Department, 
Subair Ammari, Tuesday 
said four agreements will 
be^igned at the meeting 
covering air transporta- 
tion, promoting and pro- 


tecting mvestments, pre- 
venting dual taxation and 
establishing a joint coun- 
cil for JonMnian and Iran- 
ian businesspersons. 

Ammari added that tbe 
meetings were originally 
scheduled to be held next 
month but were postponed 
at Iran's request to allow 
tbe meetings to coincide 
with the opening of an 
Iranian industrial product 
exMbition in Amm an. 

She added the two sides 
will also discuss joint ven- 
tures in tbe fields of 
potash and phosphates 


and natural gas and oil 
prospecting in the King- 
dom. 

Ammari said Jordan will 
benefit from Iran’s experi- 
ence in dam and railway 
construction. The Iranian 
side voiced interest in 
building a water transport 
system from the Disi 
region to Amman, she 
added. 

Jordan imported JD2.7 
million of Iranian goods 
over the last six months, 
while exports to Iran 
totalled JD6.1 million, she 
said. 


Sixth 
Science 
Week to 
open 
Sept. 1 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Higher Council for Sci- 
ence and Technology 
(HOST) will open the 
sixth national Science 
Week on September 1 
under the title “A strategy 
for Developing Human 
Resources.” 

“The strategy of the 
week-long conference 
will cover three areas: 
first, the educational s\ s- 
tem; second, organising 
professional labour, me 
labour market and indus- 
trial policies; and third, 
planning. management 
and funding human 
resources.” said Mumher 
Masri. chairperson of the 
National Centre for the 
Development of Human 
Resources. 

The conference will be 
held under the patronage 
of HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan, foe Regent, presi- 
dent of the HCST. 

Around 200 participants 
are expected to take part 
in the conference, said 
Masri. 

Representatives from 
the private and the public 
sectors as well as NGOs 
and members of regional 
and international organi- 
sations will take part in 
foe conference. 

Discussion at the con- 
ference will focus on 
studies by the Royal Sci- 
entific Society on educa- 
tional and labour policies, 
according to a statement 
issued by the HCST. 

Masri said tbe recom- 
mendations of the confer- 
ence will be implemented 
in the upcoming national 
conference on unemploy- 
ment. which is scheduled 
for late September. 

“We expect that the 
Cabinet will adopt the 
results of the conference 
as a reference for any 
party doing work related 
to the development of 
human resources.” said 
Masri. 


pUMS 

iifflgfe 2 Jungle” at the American Center, 
[Abddin, on 'Itnasday Ai^. 27 at 5 KX) pm. 

Down” at the British 
ICouDcfi, Jidtel Amman at 6 ^ pjn 

CXmCEST 

* Goooeit 1;^ the Nadooal Baul of Circassian FoDc- 
Royal Ciilimal(!lentre at 8 .<^ 


what's going on 


Wjqgve 

Diidc^ with Dc Buibui QtalyoiiD on “Arabs 
^teChalIeDgBSoffoe 21 stCei]tt^ 
k Ab^ Harris Shoman Foundation, Jabal 
Amman at 7X0 pm. 

AL FUNUN SUMMER 98 FESTl- 

'*$BaQer98”cDlDiraI activi^ 

to last unl3 SqiL 30. inriu^ 

EXHmJOIHS 

f ^ years c€ gt^inc art fiom Lebanon and wodcs 
IfylaiRlanian artist Sahdifiaa at ifae Mail) House. 


* Wades by fracp artist SanierUsaim and Jordan- 
ian artist Haddadin ai the Blue Kcxise. 

* EnstaDadoa wodrs by Joidanian artis Sarnia Zaru 
at the Byzantine Chunfo. 

* ExhibitioQ of ftoigr^tiis “Memoiy of a Place” 
by Jordanian artist Hissdn Da'sdi at the Museum. 

media FORUM 

* iniBxtive telqjhone tinki^ Cm AraNc) on 
’‘C^tbalisatioi’s ESecti on Local and 1^^ 
Media” at the USIS auditorium, U.S. Hmbas^. 
Abdoun at 3:00 pm. (Guests will be ^KvshingtoO' 
hyad Ax^ cocrespoiideiit hfr. Hisham Meibem 
and Jotianian jouRstlisis Mi; hTidal Mansour and 
M^Gba deerlkher). 

EXHEBITIONS 

* Exhibition of wxxiglit irun fommire b>' Jodan- 
jan artist Salim AlBandak at AlBaidarHall Kan 
Taman village (TeL 58£2S31), until Sqx. 17. 
«Sumroerd5splayofproducBatiheJoidanDesi^ 
and Trade Centie/Noa Al Hussein fbundatm oftf 

SaqraCTel. 569-9141^), until Aug. 31. 


Security Council takes no decision on probe 


(Continued from page 1) 

Unidentified U.S. gov- 
ernment and intelligence 
officials cited for the daily 
some soil samples taken 
months ago outside the 
facility in Khartoum 
which contained traces of 
a rare precursor chemical 
for VX, which Iraq is 
extremely skilled in pro- 
ducing, ffie daily said. 

“You don't obtain this 
chemical because you're 
making ball point pens or 
whatever,” an administra- 
tion official told the daily. 
“If you're making this, 
you’re making VX,” 

Tbe chemical, called 
ethylmethyiphosphonoth- 


ionaie, or EMPTA, is 
described as an odourless, 
colourless liquid that can 
kill within minutes on 
contact with tbe skin or 
when inhaled. Tbe sources 
also said that there was 
evidence senior Iraqi sci- 
entists had assisted tbe 
Sudanese in making the 
nerve agent at the bombed 
Al Shiffa pharmaceutical 
complex and at another 
plant a few kilometres 
away, 

Khartoum is also seek- 
ing compensation from 
Washington for tbe attack 
which caused an estimat- 
ed $100 million worth of 
damage, and a condemna- 
tion by the council of the 


U.S. action. 

One diplomat noted that 
Khartoum's Islamist gov- 
ernment did not have 
many friends among 
council members because 
of its “track zecord” on 
tetrorism. 

The Security Council 
imposed diplomatic sanc- 
tions against Khartoum in 
1996 for failing to extra- 
dite suspects wanted in 
connection with the assas- 
sination attempt agmnst 
Mubarak. 

The council also later 
imposed an air embargo 
against Sudan, although a 
date for its entry into force 
was never fixed. 
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4 World News 


Congo governnrent-. 


indicates Kinshasa safe, 
diplomats on move 


KINSHASA (AFP) — 
President Laurent Kabila's 
regime Tuesday said a key 
port was vimiaHy held by 
pro-govemment troops, 
safeguarding Kinshasa, as 
diplomatic bids to solve the 
Congolese conflict went 
ahead. 

Kabila himself was 
reported to have returned to 
Kin.<hasa Tuesday, while 
allied Angolan troops pur- 
sued an 'offensive against 
rebels southwest of the cap- 
ital. though Luanda has 
openly called for a "politi- 
ck solution". 

Didier Mumengi, infor- 
mation minister in the 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRO. told AFP 
that the port of "Matadi is 
virtually under the control 
of our forces, but (here are a 
few pockets of enemy resis- 
tance." 

Matadi, on the Congo 
River upstream of its 
Atlantic estuary, is a main 
source of sea-borne sup- 
plies for Kinshasa. Early 
Tuesday. Kabila's motor- 
cade was seen in the hither- 
to beleaguered c:^)iial. hit 
by power cuts and other 
.shortages. 

Meanwhile. Pretoria 
announced that South 

African Foreign Minister 
Alfred Nzo hod Tuesday 
headed off with a peace 
team including his counter- 
parts from Tanzania. 
Mozambique and Zambia 
on a shuttle diplomacy mis- 
sion. 

Smith African President 
Nelson Mandela Sunday 
chaired a peace summit 
among almost all heads of 
state concerned. While 
views were divided, the par- 
ties present urged an immC' 
diate ceasefire and an end to 


Rebels are also active in 
the northeast of the vast 
DRC and claimed at the 
weekend to have seized 
Kisangani, a main city some 
1.200 kilometres from 
Kinshasa. 

However, Mumengi stated 
that Kisangani was not 
entirely in the hands of the 
rebels, spearheaded by eth- 
nic Tutsi Congolese who 
had initially helped Kabila 
seize power in May last 
year. 

"Fighting is still going on 
in Usangani," Mumengi 
said Tuesday. “The 
Rwandan enemy controls 
part of the town and our 
forces are in the other," he 
added, without giving fur- 
ther details. 

While the Tutsi-dominat- 
ed Rwandan government 
had denied any part in the 
conflict, Uganda's Foreign 
Minister &iya Kategaya 
Tuesday admitted that 
Kampala's troops had 
crossed the border. 

However, he said that 
their aim was purely to pre- 
vent incursions DRC 
by Ugandan rebels and dis- 
missed as “laughable" 
claims that Ugandan 
President Yoweri Museveni 
nurtured dreams of a 
regional ‘Ttilsl empire". 

Earlier. Angolan interven- 
tion from the oil enclave of 
Cabinda was instrumentai 
in taking Matadi and in the 
earlier recapture of Kitona, 
a military base the rebels 
had used as a headquarters, 
more than 500 kilometres 
southwest of Kinshasa. 

Independent sources 
reported that Angolan 
troops also took the coastal 
oil city of Moanda and the 


port of Banana, while the 
authorities said that the 
river port of Boma was also 
in pro-govemmem hands. 

However. Angola late 
Monday said it wanted a 
diplomatic solution, appev- 
ing to agree with 
Zimbabwean government 
remarks that their troops 
would not chase the rebels 
tO' their bases in eastern 
DRC. stating that their job 
had been done by securing 
Kinshasa. Nevertheless. 
Zimbabwean Defence 
Minister Moven Mahachi 
said Tuesday that the rebels 
had been warned they 
would meet a ‘Very strong 
fOTce" if they dared 
advance. “If they attempt, 
then bad luck to them." he 
said on television. 

Kabila's government has 
defended presence of 

Angolan and Zimbabwean 
military allies, while the 
Ujiited States has called for 
the withdrawal of all "for- 
forces", warning of the 
risk of a regional conflagra- 
tion. 

Monday. the U.N. 

Security Council demanded 
an immediate ceasefire and 
negotiations, while former 
cdlonial power Belgium 
said it would help to back 
p^ce efforts arising from 
the Southern African 
Development Community 
sununiL 

The mission beaded by 
Nzo is due to go to Addis 
Ababa to be Joined by 
Organisation — of- - African 
Unity Secretary General 
Salim Ahmed Salim, then to 
Luanda and Kinshasa for 
talks with presidents Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos and 
Kabila. 


troop movements. 

Envoys were sent to 
Pretoria by Kabila, whose 
regime has blamed Rwanda 
and Uganda for “egres- 
sion" and being behind the 
uprising by mainly ethnic 
Tutsi Banyamulenge forces 
who had supported his own 
1996-97 insurrection. 

His aides at home later 
said that he hod him.self 
been commanding the war 
effort, travelling widely and 
was tired but recovering. 

Soldiers from Angola and 
Zimbabwe intervened last 
week alongside DRC sol- 
diers to help secure Matadi. 
350 kilometre.^ southwest of 
Kinshasa, as well as the 
highway to the capital, 
though Luanda has not for- 
mally admitted to having 
sent its troops. 


‘Angolan, Zimbabwean 
planes bomb Kisangani’ 


GOMA. Democratic Rewblic of Congo (AFP) ^ Angolan 
and Zimbabwean warplanes bombed the key rebel-held 


city of Kisangani in the east of the Democratic Republic of 
C!oDgo Tues&y morning, killing civilians, a senior rebel 
ofTtcial told journalists. 

“Angolan and Zimbabwean planes bombed civiliaas in 
Kisangam," the Congo's third biggest city, said Bizima 
Karaha in Goma. the rebels* headquarters on the DRC's 
eastern border with Rwanda. 

“By bombing, tbey are killing civilians, but they don't 
have the ability to recapture Kisangani." said Kaiaha. an 
ethnic Tutsi who was President Lwrent Kabila's foreign 
mimster but- switched to the rebel side. 

' He did not ^vc any casualtyioU. 

Karaha also accus^ the An^bns and ^mbabweans of 
having bombed the small town of K^sangulu. a few kilo- 
metres south of Kinshasa. Monday. 

The rebels said they captured Kisangani Sunday, but 
DRC officials said Tuesday there were still pockets of 
resistance there. 


‘Colombian MPs, rebels 


hold secret talks’ 


GENEVA (R) — 

Colombian parliameniaii^ 
ans have held talks in 
Geneva w-ith members of 
the leftist rebel-National 
Liberation Army (ELN), a 
Spokesman for the 

International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRO 
said Tue.sday. 

The day-long talks 
Monday, which were not 
previously announced, 
came amid efforts by 
President .Andres Pastrana 
to try to end Colombia's 
three-decade-old guerrilla 
war. the longest running in 
Latin America. 

Six parliamentarians and 
a three-member ELN dele- 
gation, led by Pablo 
Beltran, one of ELN's top 
two commanders, took 
part in the secret talks held 
at a hotel in the Geneva 
countryside under the aus- 
pices of the Swiss-based 
humanitarian agency. 

An official from the 
Swiss Foreign .Affairs 
Ministry was admitted as 
un observer by joint agree- 
ment between the parties. 

“We facilitated the meet- 
ing between the parlia- 
mentarians and the ELN, 
which lasted late into the 
night," ICRC spokesman 
Ruben Ortega told 
Reuters. “We tried to be as 


discreet as possible, but 
news leak^ out in 
' Bogota." .Asked whether 
any prisoner exchange 
was discussed — includ- 
ing the possible release of 
detained parliamentarians 
— Ortega replied; “We did 
not take port in the actual 
meeting. We do not have 
information on the con- 
tents of the talks. 

“We ore well positioned 
to organise such meetings, 
but w'e do not play a medi- 
atory role in negotiations," 
he added. 

Victor Riccardo. 

Pa.strana's special envoy 
charged with trying to end 
Colombia's war. did not 
attend, nor did members 
of the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of 
Colombia iFARC). the 
country's oldest and 
largest rebel force, accord- 
ing to the ICRC 
Spokesman. 

“I am not aware of ocher 
meetings. None ore sched- 
uled." Ortega said. 

Pastrana, who succeeded 
Ernesto Samper oa Aug. 7. 
has vowed to make peace 
a top priority of bis 
administration. He trav- 
elled deep into Colombia's 
jungle for daring face-to- 
face talks with Manuel 
Marulanda. veteran chief 


of the FARC, in July, 

Last Friday. Pastrana 
gave a guarded response 
to a demand by 
Marulanda. Colombia's 
top Marxist rebel com- 
mander. for the speedy 
exchange of hundreds of 
prisoners. Pastrana 

stressed that the govern- 
ment could only respond 
10 the demand if the FARC 
provided it with a list of 
all of its rebel detainees. 

Government sources in 
Colombia estimate that 
any list of FARC prisoners 
would probably contain 
the names of at' least 8(X) 
suspected rebels, includ- 
ing a dozen hardened 
FARC chieftains jailed on 
charges ranging from sedi- 
tion to “terrorism against 
the state". In turn, the 
FARC is currently 
believed to hold nearly 
250 security force mem- 
bers. 

ICRC has a large 
humanitarian operation in 
Colombia. deploying 
some 50 expatriates and 
200 local employees. 

Its work includes visit- 
ing 4,000 people detained 
in prison.^ and serving as a 
conduit for messages 
between families and 
hostages held by paramili- 
tary and rebel groups. 
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Malaysian <^position leader Litn Guan Eng (centre), bids farewell to family members 
before be is driven away in a police car in Kuala Lumpur. Hie Federal Court reject- 
ed Lim's appeal again^ his sentence for sedition and publishing false news. Lim, 
national chairman of the Democratic Action Party (DAP) Socialist Yooth, will serve 
two 18-month jail sentences concurrently (Reuters photo) 


Federal court upholds sentence 
for Malaysian opposition MP 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— The Malaysian federal 
court Tuesday upheld a 
jail sentence on senior 
opposition MP Lim Guan 
Eng on two counts of pub- 
lishing fal.se news and 
sedition, in a move which 


release." it suid in u .state- 


rights groups including 
Amnesty International 


called a blow to free 
speech. 

Guan Eng. deputy secre- 
tary-general of the main 
opposition Democruiic 
Action Party (DAP), was 
ordered to ser\'e 18 
months on each of the two 
charges. The sentences 
will run concurrently so 
he will serve a total of IS 
months. 

“It is not surprising. It is 
a black day for human 
rights and freedom of 
expression in Malaysia." 
said Elizabeth Wong, 
coordinator of rights 
group Suarn Rakyul 
Malaysia (Voice of ihc 
Malaysian People). 

“Today the federal court 
has virtually removed 
evciy Malaysian's right to 
freedom of expression. 
W'e know that today's ver- 
dict will spur all 
Malaysians to work 
towards greater ju.stice for 
all." 

Amnesty International 
said it was shocked hy the 
decision. It declared 
Guan Eng a prisoner of 
conscience and demanded 
his immediate release. 

“.Amnesty International 
members and supporters 
in more than 100 enun- 
iries around the world 
now begin a campaign to 
demand his immediate 
and unconditional 


mcm. 

“We are gravely con- 
cerned that the federal 
court's decision to juil 
Guun Eng will have the 
wider effect of curbing 
free speech in Malaysia 
and will encroach on the 
fundamental right of 
every Malay.sian to peace- 
fully express their opin- 
ions." it added. 

Lim was initially sen- 
tenced to 18 months' juil 
and fined 15.000 ringgit 
($4,150) by the high court 
in Malacca state. 

He was found guilty of 
puhii.shing a pamphlet 
entitled "Ceramah Kisah 
Benar" (True Stories) 
containing false news 
about a sex .scandal suid (o 
involve a .schoolgirl and 
the former chief minister 
of Malacca siaie. Ruhim 
Thamhy Chik. 

Lim. 38. was also con- 
victed of sedition after he 
spoke out ubrmt the gov- 
ernmem's handling of 
allegations of siatuiory 
rape against Rahim, who 
was later acquillcd. 

Rahim is a member of 
Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohamad's Lhiiicd 

Malays National 

Organisation. The .school- 
girl was detained ul a 
rehabilitation centre for 
about two years and hus 
since been released. 

The federui Court of 
.Appeal in April increased 
Lim'.s sentence to a total 
36 months, saying it want- 
ed in send a clear .signal 
about attacks on the judi- 
ciarv. But it allowed the 


two terms to nin concur- 
rently. effectively keeping 


the sentence the same. 

Under the constitution, 
an MP is disqualified if he 
is jailed for a year or more 
or fined 2.000 ringgit or 
more. 

Guan Eng's father and 
DAP leader Lim Kit Siang 
told AFP the court's deci- 
sion was a big blow to 
human rights in Malaysia. 

“The Court of Appeal 
had enhanced the jail sen- 
tence. There wa.s initial 
outrage. The hope that the 
federal court will do 
something has proved 
futile. I'm sure a large 
number of Malaysians are 
horrified by the outcome." 
he suid. 

The party wa.s organis- 
ing a candlelight vigil out- 
side the courthouse 
Tuesday night. The 
Federal Court comprised 
Chief Justice Mohammed 
Ensoff Chin. Chief Judge 
of Muluya Wan Adnan 
Ismail and federal court 
judge Zakuria Valim. 

“\Vc find that the Court 
of Appeal had considered 
thoroughly the principles 
of sentencing and had 
given the reasons for 
interfering with the sen- 
tence passed by the trial 
judge." Eu.soff .said. 

"We find no good reason 
to intervene with the 18- 
month imprisonment 
imposed on each charge to 
run concurrently. We 
ihcrcrnre dismis.s the four 
appeal.s upon the convic- 
tion and .sentence by the 
Court of Appeal." 

Lim looked calm when 
the verdict was announced 
.and hugged his family. 


China sentences labour activist 


Li Bifeng to seven years in prison 


BEIJING lAFP) — China 
has sentenced labour 
activist Li Bifeng to seven 
years' Imprisonment for 
fraud, a Hong Kong-based 
rights group .said Tue.sday. 

“According to our 
sources, a district coiitj in 
the Sichuan city of 
Mianyang sentenced Li 
Bifeng to seven years' 
imprisonment for fraud, a 
charge often used in cases 
against dissidents." the 
Infomiuiion Centre of 
Human Rights and 
Democratic Movement in 
China said in a staiemunt. 

The court had found Li 
guilty of embezzling 
6.000 yuan (S750). But 
the group said in its state- 
ment the activist had been 
framed. 

It said the sentence was 
handed down because Li 


penned an open letter .say- 
ing that lens of thousands 
of people in Mianyang 
had staged protests over 
the failure v>f three state 
firms and the mi.sappro- 
prialion of unemployment 
funds by corrupt cadres, 
the group said. 

The authorities said only 
a few hundred people 
took p:irt in demonstra- 
liuns. 

Li. 34. was detained by 
Mianyang police on 
March 8 and formally 
arrested and charged with 
fraud on .April 6, " 

The Hong Kong group 
alleged Li htiJ been 
framed by police to avoid 
inicriKitidnat pressure 
which would result from 
Jailing him on p<4itical 
charges. 

“But it is obvious that he 


has been imprisoned for 
leaking news of the 1997 
deinonstnitions in 

Mianyang to the media." 
it said. 

“It was media repons of 
those demonstrations 
which first focused the 
attention of the outside 
world on the problems of 
litid-off workers." it said. 

China has laid off mil- 
lions of workers from Its 
ailing slate sector compa- 
nies, prompting fears of 
social unrest and extreme 
sensitivity of llic govern- 
ment towards labour 


issues. 

Li. who was sentenced 
to five years in prison for 
involvement in the 1989 
Tiananmen Square 

democracy movement. 

ha.s 10 day.s to appeal his 
sentence. 



Myanmar airliner 
crash-lands in Laos 


YANGON. Myanmar (AP) — A Myanmar Airways 
domestic flight missing with 33 people aboyd is 
believed to have crash-landed in a nee field in Laos, 
a aovemmeni official said Tuesday. A family mem- 
ber of one of the crew members, insisting on 
anonymity, said she had been contacted by Tr^sport 
Ministrv officials "Tuesday and told that all ^9 pas- 
sengers' and four crew were fine. Other detmis were 
not immediately available. Tbe Fokker Friendship 
aircraft was on a flight Monday from Yangon to the 
northern city of Tachilek when the crew contacted 
the Tachilek control tower and complained of poor 
weather. Shortly afterward, contact was lost and 
Myanmar authorities mounted a search and rescue 
operation. There were no foreigners on board. Two of 
the passengers were infants. Tachilek, 560 kilometres 
north of Yangon, straddles the border with '^ailand 
in the remote, opium-rich Golden Triangle, where the 
borders of Myanmar. Thailand and Laos converge. 
The area is extremely rugged and isolated and com- 
munication is difficult. 


Incendiary devices 
found near Irish border 


DUBLIN (R) — Irish bomb disposal experts have 
removed 4S incendiary devices found by children in 
a town believed to be a base for the Real IRA, the 
dissident republican group behind a bloody attack in 
Northern Ireland this month, police said Tbesday. 
“Children found the devices in a hedge area on the 
outskirts of the town of Dundalk. The batteries were 
missing and they were not ready for use," a police 
spokeswoman said. She said it was too soon to say 
whether the device.s had been dumped by members of 
the group which admitted responsibility for a car 
bomb that killed 28 people in the Northern Ireland 
town of Omagh 10 days ago. “The devices have been 
removed to Dublin for examination." she said. An 
army spokesman said the devices had been left 
recently as they were clean and dry, in storage con- 
dition and bad probably been meant for collection by 
someone else or simply dumped. Police are watching 
every move by dissident republicans in the area who 
have broken away from the Irish Republican Army 
(IRA). They oppose the IRA’s ceasefire and reject 
Northern Ireland's peace process because of its fail- 
ure to achieve their goal of Irish unity. “It seems like 
a strange way to get rid of the things, but police are 
keeping so close to anyone up there who’s even 
remotely involved (with the Real IRA) that maybe 
someone panicked," one security source said. 


2 Japanese fighter planes 
feared to have crashed 


TOKYO (AFP) — Two Japanese air force fighter 
planes were feared to have crashed into the sea 
Tuesday during a night training flight off a Pacific 
coast in northern Japan. The two F-1 planes, each 
with one pilot on board, disappeared from radar 
.screens while in a formation with another on a low- 
altitude flight, the defence agency said. AH the 
planes belonged to the air force base at Misawa in the 
north of Honshu Island. The training site was located 
.some 120 kilometres southeast of Misawa. 


China trains chicken army 
to attack locusts 


BEIJING (R) — China has trained an array of 10.000 
chickens to wage war on locusts in northwestern 
Xinjiang. Xinhua new.s agency reported Tuesday. 
The chickens, backed by tens of thousands of star- 
lings. were called in after anacks by humans and air- 
craft failed to eradicate swarms of the hungry insects 
that had infested grasslands, housing complexes and 
offices, the agency .said. “The chickens undergo a 
special 60-day training programme shortly after 
birth." the report said, but gave no details of the 
young birds' training regimen. Numerous nests were 
placed in the area to attract the starlings. Xinjiang's 
worst locust infestation in a decade has affected 
174.500 hectares of grassland, about a fourth of 
grass-covered plains in the remote Muslim region, 
Xinhua said. 


1 million visitors expected at 
Germany’s largest wine festival 


STUTTGART. Germany (AP) — “No beer allowed" 
IS the motto at Germany’s biggest wine festival, the 
Stuttgart Weindorf. which open.s Wednesday, About I 
million wine-lovers from around the world are 
expected in Stuttgart, ihe capital of the southwestern 
.stale of Baden- Wueritemberg. during the 1 2-day fes- 
tiv;al Some 250 types of wine will be available for 
sniffing and .sipping, including the Swabian national 
leverage, the red Trollinger. Visitors can sit in tbe 
Shade of l-O trellises set up around the town square, 
organisers said Tuesday. Every stand must offer at 
least one type of wine at 5.80 marks ($3.25) a glass, 
which vi.siiors are advised to bring with them. 

problems with loud music, bands 
Wilt only be allowed to play without electric ampli" 

said servinc beer is. of course, 
taboo during the event. 


Nigeria to hold 
presidential vote Feb. 27, 1999 


how presidential elec- 
ihc mii'tn W line with promises fro® 

i novt government to hand over power to civil- 
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Kaza kh President Nursultan Nazarbayev (centre) holds a piece of landing capsule's parachute as he hugs cosmo* 
nant Talgat Musabayev, while Nikolai Budaiin (right), dressed in Kaz^ch national costume, looks on in 
Dzheatazgan ai^rt. Cosmonauts Musabayev, Budarin and former aide of Russian President Boris Yeltsin Yuri 
Baturin landed in a steppe near.Dzhezkazgan Ibesday (Reuters photo) 

Russia’s orbiting bureaucrat returns to Earth 


STEPPE NEAR DZESKAZ- 
GAN, Kazakhstan (R) — 
Bliss'S first bureaucrat in 
spa±'~ Yui Batmia 49, 
HBtumed to Earth safely 
Ihesday after a 12-day visit to 
(he Mir q»ce station, with 
tgvo ; bbsmonauts who had 
been' ' m sgace for seven 
mission control said. 

Tbe ipisual journey 
Presj^ 6<»is Yeltsin's for- 
mer tpp defence adviser was 
lai^; overshadowed by 
events -at.hcniie, where the 
govenuni^^'alued the rou- 
ble iasQli^and was sacked 
by Pr^l^; Boris Yeltsin 
Sunday.:!^^ 

of , Vito 
^^acrting prime 
'jBu^^rrrea^ a bizane 
warp for returning 
conuii^der Talgat 

Mii^ali^ev and £U^t engi- 
neer iblai Budaiin, who 


went into orbit 207 days ago. 

Both left before Yeltsin fir^ 
Chernomyrdin in March and 
missed the four-month term of 
Prime Minister Sergei 
Kiriyenko. 

They returned to find their 
pay diminished after the de 
facto devaluation of the 
Russian currency last week. 

It has never been stated 
clearly why Baturin was cho- 
sen to go inm space, although 
space ofBcials said he would 
make about 30 scientific 
experiments during his fli^t. 

“The space c^jsule with the 
cosmonauts landed at 924 
am. Moscow time (0523 
GMT) in the Kazakh steppe,'* 
a mission . cputrol spokss- 
wCHiian said by tel^one 
from Korolyov, near Moscow. 

“CosniKmaiits Talgat 
Musabayev. Nikolai Bude^ 
and Yuri Baturin fed well after 


the landing.** The spokes- 
woman said the SoyuzTM-27 
spacecraft undock^ fiom Mir 
at 6.05 a.m. Moscow time 
(0205 GMT). 

*Th^’ lan^ 136 km from 
Dzheskazgan, in die Kazakh 
steppe. Weather conditions 
were excellent during the 
landing,'* she said. 

Rescue crews reached the 
ci^sule a few minutes after it 
unfurled its parachute and 
landed in a remote area of 
Kazakhstan. The recovery 
team set up a cm for medical 
inspections and die cosmo- 
nauts had a light meal. 

They are scheduled to return 
fo Moscow hter in the day. 

Cosmonauts Onnady 
Padalka and Sergei Avdeytuv, 
who flew into space with 
Baturin 12 days a^, remain 
on board Mir. The space sta- 
tion is scheduled to retired 


next summer after a record 
13-year mission orbiting 
Earth. 

Mir experienced a near-fatal 
collision with a cargo resuf^ly 
ship in June 1997 as the com- 
mander was attempting a 
manual docking. Subsequent 
crews have repaired most of 
the damage, although one of 
the station's seven capsules. 
Spekir, remains sealed off. 

The new crew plans to encr 
the Spektr module uext month 
to connect cables between the 
damaged module's working 
solar panels and die rest of the 
station. 

Russian space officials say 
Mir is in good conefition and 
have said a govemmem deci- 
sion to retire the station by 
next summer is based on 
financial rather than mechani- 
cal reasons. 


Pakistan indicates support for 
nuciear test ban at U.S. taiks 


LCMiON (API — U.S. and 
Pakistani officials held a 
ibuidi round of talks *rue$day 
on nuclear nonproliferation, 
^ Islamabad indicated its 
siqipoit fa* a ban on nuclear 
test^ and the transfer of 
nuclear tedmology. 

Since -India and Pakistan 
cooducted underground 
ludear tests in May. die 
Unroad States has trying 
topreventa nuclear arms race 
^SoaAAsia. 

In a . statement before die 
st^ of talks with U.S. 
Dqxity Secretary of State 
Str^ Talbott, Pakistan's 
ForeigD Secretary Sbamshad 
Ahmed expressed hope for 
yoative and f^tfiil*' discus- 
sions that would build on 
psogress during previous 
meetings. 

U.S. Embassy spokesman 
Rod Bands said Talbott 
would maift* no Statement, 
exi^ to confirm that “South 
Asia nuclear issues" were 


being discussed. 

The talks are being held at a 
secret location in London. 

Ahmed said Pakistan sup- 
pexts nonproliferation but will 
not give up its newly acquired 
nuclear capability — “its 
cretfible deterrence capabili- 
ty.” TTie Americans have been 
pushing Ibr Pakistan and 
India to sign the nuclear test 
ban treaty as a first step 
towards reducing tensions. 

Ahmed noted that PikistaQ 
had suf^xnted the 
Con^nehensive Tbst Ban 
Treaty at the United Nations. 

‘"VAfe have already declared 
a moratorium on testing sub- 
ject to the maintenance of sta- 
tus quo in the region. We have 
also publicly stated that 
nuclear technology would not 
be tzansfeired to any third 
party or entity. Thus, we have 
a consistently positive attitude 
to nonpFolifennion.*' he said. 

But Pakistan has said previ- 
ously it won't sign a test ban 


treaty that would giv« an 
advantage to rival India. 

During previous talks, 
Pakistan pressed for world 
involvement in settling the 
volatile Kashmir dispute that 
has been the cause of two 
wars between Pakistan and 
India. The two neighbours 
fought a third war over 
Bangladesh or what was then 
East Pakistan. 

India has rejected intema- 
tiorral mediation is the 
Kashmir dilute. Both coun- 
tries lay claim to a united 
Kashmir, divided between 
Pakistan and India by the 
departing British in 1947. 

“Tlie core issue is the 
Jammu and Kashmir dispute 
which deserves continued 
engagement of the interna- 
tional community," Ahmed 
reiterated in the statemenL 

He stressed diat peace and 
economic security* are 
Pakistan's primary concerns 
in the talks. 


Pakistan’s ftagile econcxny, 
which depends more heavily 
than India's on imemational 
loans, has suffered from eco- 
nomic sanctions the United 
States imposed on bodi coun- 
tries after their nuclear tests. 

“Continuation of coercive 
sanctions will not help; these 
have always proved to be 
counterproductive," he said. 

Ahmed said he would also 
use the meeting with Talbott 
to cfiscuss last week's U.S. 
cruise missile strikes against 
alleged terrorist training 
camps in Afghanistan. 

The Unit^ States attacked 
Afghanistan and a plant in 
Sudan in retaliation for the 
bombings of the U.S. 
Embassies in Kenya and 
Tanzania in which 257 people 
died and over 5,500 were 
injured. 

Pakistan has condemned 
the U.S. attacks, but its criti- 
cism has been fairly muted. 


N. Korea, miffed over U.N. human 
rights resoiution, rethinks joining treaty 


GENEVA (AFP) — North 
Korea, ang^ by a recent 
U.N. human rights rfgoliirinn 
' against it, said Ihesd^ it bad 
diat^ged its mind about con- 
sidering rgdning a key inter-, 
natkxial ri^its trea^. 

Nonh Korea last year with- 
drew fixxn die International 
Covenant on Civil and 
Rights aCCPR) in 
I’^lafiatioo for a lesolutioo 
^ a UN. sub^onunis- 
^ SOK^ its conoerii over 
human rights viola- 
in_the country, 

A-riinilar lesolution against 
^y^Dgyang was -adopted by 
^ 24^rien!faer body last 
we^ in Geneva. 

*^.categCTdcally lejea the 
'IBtohitku aimed at isnlating 
destroyirig our country" 
saidTOn Song Choi, counsel- 


lor of North Korea's perma- 
nent mission in Geneva. 

“The political game of ^ 
adoption... has totally extin- 
guished any possible room for 
our reconsideration of the 
withdrawal from die ICCPR.” 
he told journalists." 

•*Rather, this rime we fed 
clearly that our withdrawal is 
absolutely righL" 

The sulKTomraission, an 
organ of the Huroan Rights 
Conunissioo (HRC), request- 
ed last year that North Kot^ 
allow a visit of the HRC's 
working (3roup on Arbitrary 
Detention. 

Kim said the North Korean 
delegation was told that if the 
visit was not granted, a lesolu- 
tioo would be tabled. 

‘There is no independent 
country in the world that 


would accept this kind of ‘res- 
olution' or ‘demand for\isit','* 
Kim said. 

This year’s resolution by the 
Sub-commissioD on preven- 
tion of discrimination speaks 
of concern over “frequent 
reports of extrajudicial execu- 
tions and disappearances 
within the country." 

It states there are reports that 
ihousands of political prison- 
ers are currently being 
detained, “many of whom 
have suffered severe ill-treai- 
ment and have died of disease, 
starvation and exposure.” 

The resolution specifically 
urges the gpi'emmenr to alJcfw 
inquiries by independent 
national and international 
h uTnan rig h ts groups and to 
allow' the publication and dis- 
tribution of all findings within 


the country. 

The measure calls on inter- 
national human rights and 
humanitarian groups to devote 
fuller attention to the human 
rights situation in North Korea 
and to prtxDote awareness of 
the food shortages and “otiier 
economic hardships endured 
by its citizens.” 

Kim blasted the sub-com- 
mission for passing resolu- 
tions i^ainst North Korea 
while fitiling' to consult with 
its Geneva delegation, some- 
thing he said was a normal 
prottedure. 

Asked what it would take 
for Nordi Korea to rejoin the 
political and civil rights treaty, 
he replied: ‘It depe^ on the 
attitu^ of the commission 
meotiTezs." 


Rights group says 781 people killed, 
163 missing in Indonesian province 


JAKARTA (AFP) — At 
least 781 people were 
killed and 163 disappeared 
during a decade of military 
operations in the troubled 
province of Aceh, accord- 
ing to an Indonesian 
human rights report pub- 
lished here Tuesday. 

Baharuddin Lopa, secre- 
tary general of the National 
Commission on Human 
Rights who led a three-day 
mission to Aceh last wee^ 
said the group counted 781 
“violent" d^ths during 
military operations 

between 1989 and 1998, 
the Kompas daily reported. 

He said the team also 
recorded at least 163 disap- 
pearances. 368 cases of 
torture and 102 cases of 
rape in the province, where 
troops were sent to combat 
Islamic separatists. 

The locations of nine 
mass graves had been iden- 
tified, he said, adding the 
tally was provisional. 

“This is just the results of 
observations by the com- 
mission team that visited 
Aceh, so it is not yet a for- 
mal figure for the National 
Commission on Human 
Rights," Lopa said. 

“Whenever new data are 
found, it would be added." 

The mission, which was 
in Aceh from Thursday to 
Sunday, covered two dis- 


tricts and unearthed or pin- 
pointed the remains of at 
least 22 people, most in a 
single mass grave in 
Lhoksukhon district 

Three forensic experts 
from the state hospital in 
Lhokseuraawe, Pidie dis- 
trict in Aceh, were still 
working on the skeletons 
to determine whether the 
deaths bad been due to bul- 
lets or blunt objects, the 
Suara Pembaruan evening 
daily said. 

It also quoted North Aceh 
police Chief Lieutenant 
Colonel Iskandar Hasan as 
saying that from initial 
observations, the victims 
had died violently. 

He cited the fact that 
some of the remains still 
had their hands bound by 
ropes and some still bad 
blindfolds, the daily said. 

On its first dig, the team 
unearthed two corpses at 
Pasilok, a beach north of 
Sigli in Pidie district. 

Lopa has said many bod- 
ies were buried on the 
beach but were washed 
away by the sea. 

One of the skulls in 
Pasilok had a hole believed 
made by a bulieL 

The team found bones 
from two hands at a build- 
ing used by the military to 
detain and torture people at 
another town in Pidie, and 


dug up one of five graves 
of people shot by the mili- 
tary in a nearby town. 

llie team dug up one of 
eight graves at a site in 
Bukit Seuntang, in North 
Aceh district, finding the 
remains of at least 12 peo- 
ple. 

Diggers found 24 thigh 
bones and five skulls, arti- 
cles of clothing, cloth 
strips believed to have 
been used as blindfolds, 
and knotted rope used to 
bind hands. Bone frag- 
ments were still stuck to 
some of the ropes. 

Lopa has said that, based 
on the findings in a single 
pit, the whole area there 
could yield the remains of 
more than 100 bodies. 

On their way to Langsa, 
the team was stopped by 
villagers in Lhoksukhon. 
who showed them another 
mass grave site. They 
unearthed one skeleton 
before nightfall halted the 
dig. 

Lopa and other team 
members have said that 
digs to discover more bod- 
ies would be left to the 
local population as long as 
they were witnessed by 
police who would keep any 
remains found. 

Jakarta sent troops to 
Aceh in the early 1990s to 
counter an upsurge of 


Islamic separatism. Local 
rights groups charge the 
military was responsible 
for hundreds of deaths and 
abductions. 

Justice Minister Muladi 
said the goverament would 
compensate the families of 
victims. “1 will convince 
President Habibie of the 
importance of compensat- 
ing them," the state-run 
Antara news agency quot- 
ed him as saying. 

Muladi said the compen- 
sation could come in the 
form of educational funds 
for the families. 

Military chief General 
Wiranto early this month 
apologised for the atroci- 
ties and Thursday (he first 
250 of an estimated 1,000 
combat troops withdrew 
from the region. 

The military has said 
another 729 men would be 
pulled out of Aceh in the 
second phase of the with- 
drawal scheduled for 
August 31. 

Although Indonesia is 
the world's largest Moslem 
nation, it is not an Islamic 
state. The Aceh Merdeka 
/Free Aceh) movement has 
been fighting for an inde- 
pendent and Islamic state 
in Aceh since the 1970s 
and its activities surged in 
the late 1980s. 


Hurricane Bonnie continues 
to move towards U.S. 


MIAMI (R) — Hurricane 
Bonnie beaded north 
towards North Carolina 
Tuesday as hurricane warn- 
ings were posted for a land- 
faiOl Wednesday afternoon. 

Bonnie was moving 
towards North (Carolina's 
Outer Banks at 14 kph, and 
a National Hurricane Centre 
spokesman said the stoim 
was expected to pick up for- 
ward speed during the day. 

A hurricane warning was 
posted from Murrells Inlet, 
South Carolina north to the 
North CaTolina->%gima 
bender, while a hurricane 
watch remained in effect 
from Savannah, Ga., to 
Murrells Inlet, atout 80 km 
south of the North Cantina 
border. 

Emergency officials inten- 
sified preparations and 
National Guard troops 
moved to staging areas In 
the Carolinas. 

Surfers along the U.S. east 
coast took advantage of 3.2- 
raetre swells heralding the 
advancing storm. 

A massive storm more 
than 560 km across, Bonnie 
churned in place east of the 
central Bahamas before tak- 
ing up a more determined 


northwesterly track. 

At 5 a.m. EDT (0900 
GMT), the centre of the 
storm was about 800 km 
south-southeast of Cape 
Hatteras, North Carolina, 


planned to meet Tuesday to 
decide whether to tell 
tourists and locals to leave 
the islands. 

In Carolina Beach, fishing 
charter captain Carl Snow 


near«latitud& 28.1 ' northf»» piannedito buy-an- extra 
longitude 74.0 west, the anchor for his boat, the Ftsh 
NatjogaJ Hurricane C^ntr^ ^II.v and planned to 


said. 

Bonnie’s top winds were 
184 kph, malnng it capable 
of causing extensive dam- 
age. 

About 1,100 National 
Guard troops moved to 
inland staging areas in 
Soufii Carolina, where they 
will be . deployed to the 
coast if Bonnie makes land- 
fall, officials said. 

Suffers rode hurricane 
swells along the east coast, 
but swimmers were warned 
to stay out of the water 
because of dangerous cur- 
rents and surf as far north as 
Cape Hatteras. 

‘I’ve got my Jeep packed 
and I might just follow this 
thing ri^t up the coast 
Pretty cool, huh?" surfer 
Randy Paul of Fort 
Lauderdale said. 

On North Carolina’s 
Outer Banks, identified as 
the probable taiget officials 


motor up Cape Fear river to 
an inland anchor when hur- 
ricane warning flags were 
raised. 

“I still haven't recovered 
completely from Fran," he 
said, referring to the devas- 
tating September 1996 hur- 
ricane that made landfall at 
Cape Fear. 

"Everybody got hit so 
bard by Fran that everybody 
is paranoid right now." At 
Ca^ Canaveral, Boeing 
Co. rescheduled for 
Wednesday the maiden 
flight of a powerful new 
Delta 3 rocket carrying a 
communications satellite. 
The launch had been set for 
Monday but was delayed by 
the storm. 

The fourth tropical storm 
of the Atlantic hurricane 
season, Danielle, formed in 
the Atlantic Ocean Monday, 
the National Hurricane 
Centre said. 


Floods rage in northern 
India, relief stepped up 


LUCKNOW, India (R) — 
Relief workers stepped up 
efforts Ihesday to help tens of 
thousands of people marooned 
by flooding in northern India as 
waters from monsoon-swollen 
rivers disrupted vital communi- 
cation links. 

Naresh D^aL a senior offi- 
cial of Uttar Prade^ state, said 
additional anny poscmnel 
were being rushkl to flooded 
eastern areas of the suue and 
dozens of boats were being 
used to evacuate people to 
makeshift canvas. 

He said an estimated 370 
people had been killed this 
month due to flooding in the 
state, most of them in the last 
10 days. 

A number of trains and road 
links, as well as power and 
telephi»e sovices in the east- 
ern part of the st^, were dis- 
rupt^ and more than 6JX)0 
settlements affected. 

.Anurag Goel, principal sec- 
retaiy to the state's diief minis- 
ler. told Reuters on Monday 
that up to 200.000 people in 
600 villages were conqiletely 
cut off fay fioodwaters. 

Prime Minister Atal Behari 
Vajpayee planned to make an 
aei^ survey Wslnesday of the 
areas hardest hit by the floods, 
which Dayal described as the 


“worst ever". 

The state govemment is 
seeking a grant of 10 billion 
rupees i$23S.3 million) to pro- 
vide relief for the 42 million 
people affected by floods. 

In the Himal^an oofth of the 
state, where 239 peo^ were 
missing and presumed Hpad 
after masrive landslides last 
weds; the slow process of 
seatching for survivors and 
bodies in Malapa was again 
han^Kied by rain. 

By Mond^, 53 bodies had 
been recovered fixxn the site of 
a massive landslip that 
engulfed some 200 people, 
including 60 pilgrims on their 
way ID & holy Hindu lake of 
Mansarovar in UbeL 

N.S. Nqgi, additicmal district 
magistrate of PUboragaili, said 
17 pUgrims from a group that 
had returned fiom Tibet on 
August 21 had bem airlifted to 
safety. 

‘They had been caching 
there waiting for rescue," he 
said. 

A government spokesman 
said in a gatement that an 
INMARSAT satellite terminal 
had been inaalled at Bidukoti 
and was being used to coordi- 
nate relief measures in the area. 

Dayal said water in an artifi- 
cial lake which had formed due 


to landslide debris blocking the 
Mandakiiii river was draining, 
etL«ang fears of further flooding 
downstream. 

He said 107 were feared 
dead in landslides which 
occurred more than two weeks 
ago and 10 bexfies had been 
found last night in the 
Ukhinoaih. Rudraprayag dis- 
iricL 

Gov’emment figures released 
on Tuesday showed that since 
June 1 when the monsoon sea- 
son started, 2253 people have 
died in related calamities. 
I anH^lidfis and flooding from 
heavy r ains hav’e killed 688 in 
Uttar Badesh alone. 

Id neighbouring 
Bengal swollen rivers at 
Malda in the eastern part of the 
state have killed ei^t people 
and affected 800,000 people, a 
district official said. 

Bibar state officials said 155 
people were either missing or 
dead and more than 6,000 vil- 
lages had been affected by the 
floods, which occur on a simi- 
lar yaie every year in the east- 
ern state. 

All majer rivers in ibe state 
originating from the 
Himalayas — including the 
Ganges, Gandak. Sone. 
Bagman and Koshi — were at 
dangerous levels. 


Russian PM 
in favour of 
coalition 
government 

MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Acting Russian Premier 
Vikzor Chernomyrdin said 
Tuesday he was in favour 
of building a broad coali- 
tion government that 
included members of 
Russia's opposition parties, 
news agencies reported. 

“It is necessary to form a 
government of accord,” 
ITAR-TASS quoted 
(Thernomyrdin as saying 
after meeting with a leader 
from the centrist Russia’s 
Regions faction. 

llie term is a Russian for- 
mula long used by 
Communist Party boss 
Gennady Zyuganov, who 
wants the government to be 
representative of parlia- 
mentary factions and not 
just imposed by President 
Boris Yeltsin. 

The Interfax news agency 
had reported Monday that 
Chernomyrdin promised 
State Duma speaker 
Gennady Selezyov that he 
would form a coalition 
government to help Russia 
through its economic crisis. 

Yeltsin fired his liberal- 
dominated cabinet Sunday 
and gave Chernomyrdin, a 
former Soviet apparatchik 
who had served as premier 
for five years, broad pow- 
ers to draft a new cabinet to 
his liking. 

Chernomyrdin, who is 
holding a flurry of meet- 
ings with parliament lead- 
ers before his confirmation 
hearings open next week, 
said the economy is sure to 
improve soon. 

‘Tar from everything has 
been lost," Chernomyrdin 
was quoted by Interfax as 
saying. 

Viktor Dyukhin, a top 
Communist lawmakers and 
chairman of parliaments 
security committee, said he 
expected left-leaning fac- 
tions to win at least 10 min- 
isterial posts in 
Chernomyrdin's govern- 
ment, Interfax reported. 

Ilyukhin said he further 
expects a Communist to 1^ 
named a deputy prime min- 
ister in charge of finance, 
economics, and industry. 

Otherwise, Communists 
will “strongly oppose 
Chernomyrdin's govern- 
ment and not confirm him 
for the post of premier even 
under the threat of Duma 
dissolution," the news 
agency quoted Ilyukhin as 
saying. 

Chernomyrdin has so far 
not named any perspective 
members of his new cabi- 
net. 
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Hope for Libyans 


THE ACCEPTANCE of the U.S. and 
Britain to try the two Libyans suspected 
of the bombing of a Pan Am plane over 
Lockerbie in 1988 by a “Scottish court” 
assembled at the Hague is something of a 
“breakthrough” that was within reach 
many years ago. HipoU has long offered 
to have its two nationals stand trial in a 
neutral country, an offer never accepted 
by London or Washington. Both countries 
insisted that the trial take place in 
Scotland where the ill-fated plane was 
downed. 

During the impasse, Libya was subjected 
to gruelling sanctions that nearly crippled 
its economy and severed its contacts vith 
the outside world. Scottish law does not 
differ very much from the laws of any 
other democracy, and the sooner the trial 
is held the better it will be for all parties 
including the families of the victims as 
well as the Libyan. The Libyan people 
have endured untold hardships, both eco- 
nomic and political, for the continuing 
standoff between their government and 
the two Western powers. 

We trust that this belated agreement will 
end the chapter of economic sanctions 
against Libya and its innocent people. The 
ultimate objective of any trial is to estab- 
lish the guilt or innocence of the two 
Libyans in a court of law that is just and 
fair. It really does not matter much where 
the trial takes place as long as it is fair and 
objective. 

Not long ago, the International Court of 
Justice (ICJ) found that Libya is not legal- 
ly bound to have its nationals stand trial 
in a foreign country. The ICJ finding 
implied imposing sanctions against a 
countr>‘ for refusing to do something it is 
not legally bound to do is unjustified and 
illegal. At last we have a glimmer of hope 
that this episode of recrimination about 
the Lockerbie bombing is nearly over. 
Tripoli should put no obstacles in front of 
this breakthrough. At the same time, both 
London and Washington should end their 
arbitrary sanctions against Libya. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 RaTs Fahed Fanek took up the water issue 
again, questioning the passing on of further 
responsibility from the government to the judicia- 
ry . Sending the water report to the prosecutor gen- 
eral will only have two consequences, said Fanek. 
It w ill avoid the transparency the new government 
has been promising and will help the government 
bury the subject altogether. Fanek argued that 
there is nothing the judiciary can do on the subject. 
“Surely no one can accuse employees and officials 
in tlie Water .Authority of intending to contaminate 
water supplies, the writer said. He asked, are the 
courts to prosecute a crime without being able to 
prove the motive behind it — a case of deliberate 
negligence. The problem is not a matter of justice 
or injustice, it is of a political nature, said Fanek. 
It is a result of the government's past inability to 
secure the building of the Al Wahde Dam on the 
Yaimouk River, a project planned in cooperation 
with Syria. ^Mthout the dam, Jordan can either 
give up its share of Yamiouk River water to the 
advantage of Israel, or store it in Lake Tiberias 
with all its consequences — i.e. polluted water 
that Zai Treatment Plant, as seen, is unable to cope 
with, he said. '‘Accosting engineers and directors 
of the Water Authority with court proceedings is 
not going to lead to anything." said the writer, 
‘'they should have been given a chance to answer 
to the investigating committee.*’ Such proceedings 
will only spread fear among officials, they do not 
act as an incentive to shoulder responsibility. 


U.S. attacks raises opposing analyses 


in American circles 


By George S. Hishmeh 


WASHINGTON — Regardless of how one views the 
American missile strikes against Sudan and Afghanistan 
last Thursday in retaliation for the August 7 bombing of 
the U.S. embassies in Kenya and Tanzania, there remains 
a nag^ng feeling that this was a case of life imitating art 
imitating life. 

Although a large majority of Americans supported 
President Clinton in his action, there remained good rea- 
son for some to suspect that there may have been a con- 
nection to the American leader's domestic problems ema- 
nating from his sordid affair with a former White House 
intern just as in the movie, “Wag the E)og'' in which a 
presidrat facing a scandal precipitates a war to divert pub- 
lic attention. 

Similarly, questions were raised 25 years ago about the 
motive of President Richard Nixon when he placed U.S. 
nuclear forces on heightened alert in order to forestall, as 
it was said then, any Soviet intervention in the 1973 
October War. Ironically, it became known much later, 
that it was the U.S. that had been engaged then in the 
largest resupply effort to the beleaguered Israeli forces in 
the Sinai. The Nixon alert came as his vice president.' 
Spiro Agnew, tendered his resignation. 

What may surprise people in the Middle East about the 
senseless American reaction is that there has hardly been 
a dissenting voice of any stature in the country to Clinton 
meiodram^c action, a few days after he admitted that he 
was lying about his affair for die past seven months. 

Opponents to the devastating American strikes barely 
approached the 16 per cent mark in most opinion polls, 
contributing to the view that Americans always feel good 
about what is known in the American vernacular here as 
“kicking ass." 

But this feel-good foreign policy will not last if Clinton 
is weakened further by the independent prosecutor's 


report when it is subnutted to Con^^s rn the next few 
weeks; or should there be a foreign policy challenge Irom 
an opponent, that may be more daring than the divided 
regimes in Khartoum and Kabul. 

If to date tile Clinton administration has been wrdfling 
on several international crises, particularly the Mideast 
peace process, its new stance against “international ter- 
rorism'' is seen here as “a war without a foreseeable end." 

The debate pits those who feel that the threat is being 
overstated — it is reported that almost os many 
Americans die from lighming bolts a year os the tot^ 
killed in terrorist attaclu since 1989 — against others 
who want a more diehard approach, “a crusade” in the 
words of a former ambassador-at-large for counterterror- 
ism during the Reagan regime. 

‘The strikes.” L. Paul Bremer wrote in the Washington 
Post August 24, is “a welcome application of unilateral 
American force after years of dependence on desultory 
multilateralism.” 

America faces three harsh realities, he continued. 
“First, this is only the beginning of a long struggle against 
terrorists.” he explained. “America will need a clear and 
sustained suategy backed by leaders of both parties to 
ensure continued public support.” 

He continued: “Second, ^ere will be retaliation for our 
attacks... (and) finally, this struggle has no clear end 
point.” 

His view is that America will never “win” the war 
against terrorism. “Like crime, terror has been a brutal 
reality for all of history. But we can reduce its impact on 
our lives and interests.” 

Among the various steps he advocated was the frighten- 
ing suggestion that the American president “should repeal 
the executive order (introduced during the Ford adminis- 
tration) banning the assassination of foreigners.” 

He argued it “makes no sense” under present U.S. poli- 
cy that it is permissible to attack a factory in the middle 


of a city or a terrorisr camp inhabited by unnamed opera- 
tives, but not to target a man who is proud to have 
American civilians” — a clear.referenw to the Saudi 
renegade Osama Ben Laden w’ho is widely believed to 
have initiated the dastardly bombings in Africa last week 

On the sidelines in this “war of words” has been the 
advocates of the opposing parties in the decades-old 
Arab-lsraeli conflict. The Washington Institute for Near 
East Policy, an influential think-tank that usually hosts 
Israeli officials and opinion-makers, has circulated three 
in-house articles on the week's events, one a compilation 

of anti-American views in the Arab press. 

An option proposed in another paper is an American 
military operation against Ben Laden which the author 
believes “would be facilitated by the fact that, with the 
exception of Pakistan, the states that border the ^ghani 
Taleban are all opposed to the Taleban.” These include 
Tajikistan. Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan and China. 

On the other hand, the Arab-American Anti- 
Disciimination Committee (ADC), which “strongly and 
unequivocally” condemned the attacks on the U.S. 
embassies, said in “talking points” e-mailed to its sup- 
porters that “we feel it is crucial for the U.S. government 
to come forth with evidence linking Osama Ben Laden to 
the attacks and justifying a retaliatory strike of such mag- 
nitude.” 

Moreover, ADC decried the “double-standards of U.S. 
foreign policy in the Middle East.” pointing to its failure 
in taking any action against the Israeli govenuxtent 
“which continues to defy international law, the interna- 
tional community, and U.S. policy itself — a situation it 
felt will “reinforce anti-American sentiments in the Arab 
and Muslim worlds by projecting the United States as 
"trigger-happy when Ariti) and Muslim lives are at stake.” 


the column Wasldnton Watch by Dr. James Zogby does 
not appear today as the writer is on holiday. 


Increasing production and empioyment 


opportunity in Jordan 


By Ronald V. Canfield 


IMPROVEMENT OF the economy in 
Jordan has received a great deal of attention 
by government and business leaders. These 
efforts are commendable and will certainly 
be expanded to insure a secure future for the 
citizens of this country. A primary focus Is 
the improvement of manufacturing capabili- 
ty. This need was emphasised by the Amman 
Chamber of Industry which recently pro- 
posed solutions to curb unemployment as 
reported in Jordan Times August 23. 1998. 
The proposals included “Opening new mar- 
kets and horizons for marketing and 
exports....”. Also prominent among the pro- 
posed solutions are protectionist measures 
which emphasise domestic consumption of 
Jordanian products. 

The history' of mass production provides 
important lessons which cannot be ignored 
if efforts of the government and business 
leaders are to be successful. The event 
which has had the greatest influence on pro- 
duction since the advent of the production 
line is recognition of the importance of 
quality. This recognition has led to manage- 
ment insights which cannot be ignored in 
today's manufacturing environment. 

Although the principles of modern quality 
management which rely heavily on 
cal proce.vs control iSPCi were developed 
previously, the first major application in 
industry had its beginning in the United 
States during World War II and was restrict- 
ed to the war effort. After the war industrial 
production shifted to consumer goods. The 
innovators of quality management during 
rhe war found themselves unwelcomed in 
U.S. industry' which fell secure with their 
old methods. Quality was seen as an indi- 
vidual worker responsibility and was best 
managed on the production floor. It w-as 
believed that quality could be achieved by 
inspection and rework or scrapping of infe- 
rior products. 


These quality innovators were welcomed 
by top level management in Japan. At that 
time Japan was relmilding after the war and 
was in serious economic difficulty. Within a 
few years Japanese goods began crowding 
out U.S. products both in the U.S. and in 
worldwide competition. Their goods were 
favoured because of the bieh quality of their 
products. The consumer is quick to learn 
that poor quality is a rniyor cost which must 
be added to the purchase price. It has also 
been observed that quality management 
does not necessarily increase production 
costs. In most cases it reduces costs by 
effectively eliminating the need for rework 
and scrap. 


The innovators of quality 
management during the 
war found themselves 
unwelcomed in U.S. 
industry which felt secure 
with their old methods. 
Quality was seen as an 
individual worker 
responsibility and was best 
managed on the production 
floor. 


they forced the public to use inferior prod- 
ucts and second, they encouraged poor qual- 
ity in domestic production (there was no 
incentive to change), thus aggravating rather 
than solving the problem. The end result 
was that domestic products could not com- 
pete in outside markets. 

It took many years and painful admission 
by U.S. munagement that they were no 
longer supreme: Japan had something to 
teach them. The lessons to be learned are the 
following: 

1. Quality is the most important character- 
istic of a product in today's competitive 
environment. Without it. no product is worth 
buying. 

2. Protectionist measures only encourage 
poor quality in domestic production and 
insure that export markets are limited. 

3. Quality is a top level management 
responsibility. Management at any lower 
level alway.s makes quality a loser when 
matched up against management emphasis 
on quantity. 

4. Quality management requires new 
methods based on proven scientific princi- 
ples embodied in statistical process control. 

Japan ha.s proven that the resources need- 
ed for a successful manufacturing ba.se are a 
trainable work force and inteliigem manage- 
ment. These are resource.s readily available 
in Jordan. The level and quality ot education 
in Jordan is admired throughout the world. 

It will be the responsibility of manage- 
ment to recognise the need to change and 
structure production using proven statistical 
methods. This change is necessary* to meet 
the needs of the consumer worldwide. 


The reaction by U.S. industry was to lobby 
the government for protection and to appeal 
to patriotic sentimems in the cvmniry. *niis 
meant high tariffs and “Buy American” 
advertising. These measures arc at best 
short-term with no lasting benefit. First. 


The writer is profc.ssor emeritus of mathe- 
matics and statistics at Utah State 
University. Loffan. Utah. U.S. and presently 
on the faculty in the Department of Statistics 
at Yarmouk University in trhid. He con- 
tributed this article to the Jordan Times. 


Letters 


Pro reservoirs 


To the editor: 


IN THE letter to the editor 
headlined “The reservoir 
solution.” (Jordan Times 
Aug. 20-2 M the writer 
reminded readers that dur- 
ing the administration of 
the late Wasfi Tai. it was 
mandatory that new build- 
ings have a cistern for 
catching rainwater. Yet, as 
he pointed out, the regula- 
tion was never enforced. So 
much for foresight. 

However, when we built 
our house in the Rabieh 
area in the mid-70s we 
included a 50 cubic metre 
cistern, which we use to 
store water from the mains. 
In theory, depending on 
how many are in the house- 
hold at the time, we should 
have enough water for as 
long as a month. Yet, if 
there is no water coming 
from the mains, we too run 
out of water. Nevertheless, 
it is still an excellent move 
for people to seriously con- 
.sider installing a reservoir 
or such a system in each 
occupied building. 

If we cannot depend on 
the authorities for the sup- 
ply of potable water, the 
individual citizen is 
responsible for his own 
survival, and should, from 
this clear lesson, take the 
obvious step towards hi.*! 
own preservation. 


Alma Lou Annab 
Amman 


Sanctions lesson tells on children of Saddam City 


By Roula Khalaf 


THE ZARKA.A school for girls in 
Saddam City is only five years 
old. but walls are crumbling, and 
the desks have fallen apart. 

Cardboard covers the broken 
glass in the windows, the library 
shelves are mostly bare and chil- 
dren sit on cracked floors to read. 

The teachers, earning 3,800 
dinars a month — just over S2 — 
give lessons unenlhusiasticaJiy in 
sweltering heat. Zarkaa — Arabic 
for “blue” — is colourless, except 
for the pictures of President 
Saddam Hussein and his sayings 
on the school’s walls. “The pen 
and the rifle have the same ends.” 
reads one. 

No wonder then, that about 100 
of the school's 600 girls do not 
show up for class, and the teach- 
ers. whose salary barely covers 
their travel costs, have little 
appetite for teaching. 

Saddam City is an overcrowded 
Baghdad neighbourhood where 
the countryside seems to have 
invaded the city. Sheep graze 
be.side roads carrying donkeys 
and carts as well as cars. 

After a decade of war and near- 
ly eight years of United Nations 


sanctions. Zarkaa school i.s no 
worse than schools acro.ss the 
counu*>'. 

According to a 1995 survey by 
the United Nations Children's 
Fund (UNICEF), only 87 per cent 
of Iraqi children enrol in primary 
schools — down from ICX) per 
cent before the Gulf war. And. of 
those who enrol, only 58 per cent 
finish primary school. Many are 
sent to work or beg on the streets. 
Teachers arc also dropping out. 
especially in poor neighbour- 
hoods where they cannot supple- 
ment their incomes with private 
lessons. 

“The wastage in primary educa- 
tion is enormous," says Gloria 
Fernandez, education project offi- 
cer for UNICEF in Baghdad. 
“Combine two wars and an 
embargtt and one day you wake 
up and six years have gone by — 
that's a whole prinia/y cycle — 
and then you realise that the edu- 
cation system has collapsed.” 

It might not be so dramatic if 
Iraq had been a poor country and 
had given little attention to educa- 
tion. But in the late i970s. an oil- 
rich authoritarian system with 
aggressive ambitions had put 
emphasis on education, pushing 


literacy rate.s by the end of the 
1980s to as high as 95 per ccm. 
Now, enrolment and drop-out 
rales pul Iraq almost at the bottom 
of the scale in the region, with 
only Yemen lower. 

The deterioration st;u*ted with 
the 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq war. 
improvements slowed down, 
maintenance was halted, and 
iecn:igers in rural areas, for exam- 
ple. were called up by the army 
and never finished school. Girl.ii. 
too. were being pulled out of 
school by the time they reached 
ihc age of lU. 

Shortly after the 1 990- 1 991 
Gulf war. many schools, like 
Zarkaa, were built, in spite of the 
U.N. sanctions. But none has 
been maintained, o.s the education 
ministry's budget dried up. 
Because education depended 
totally on the state, which also 
imported everything from books 
to teachers' aids, the sector found 
few mechanisms, to adapt to U.N. 
sanctions, 

A totalitarian attitude towards 
education had also made it heavi- 
ly geared towards high iecbnolo- 
gy, with little attention to person- 
al initiative or teaching methods. 
“The technology collapsed and 


left nothing behind." says Ms. 
Fernandez. 

Higher education is also suffer- 
ing. A country which used to 
teach university students from all 
over the Arab World has been 
starved of books and research 
njatcrials for eight years, in addi- 
tion to the collapse of the infra- 
structure. 

At the Mu.stansiria University, 
Qaus J^il. a physics professor. 
nays his greatest need ii, for a 
working photocopier a.s the uni- 
versity cannot obtain spare pans 
for its copiers. “You do not realise 
how imporuiii a photocopy 
machine is. it is essential, 
books arc lacking." he says 

Profcs.sors arc stuck i.. 
I980.S. having no contact with the 
outside world and know liuie of 
research and developments in 
overseas universities. The regime, 
afraid (hat Iraqis who leave would 
not return, prevents expert.s from 
iraveHing. Not that many can 
*0 pay up to 
400.(XK) dinars a fortune by 
Iraqi .stand.irds — to cross the 
border. 

The only pocket of private ini- 
uativc tn education ha.s been the 
establishment of a dozen private 


when 


in the 


colleges, nnost of them set up 
under sanctions by unions of pro- 
fessional associations to cater to 
students whose grades do not 
allow them to enter state universi- 
ties. 

At the college for higher eco- 
nomic studies in Baghdad, tb^ 
desks are new and more cla.ss- 
rooms are being built. But only a 
fraction of Iraqis can afford to pay 
the 35,000 dinars a year tuition 
fees. And only business siudeais 
have access to the ancient com- 
puters. “Could it be possible that 1 
have heard about the Internet but I 
haven't ever seen it? Is it fair that 
I'm not sure what it is?" com- 
plains Mohammad Taqa, the col- 
lege dean. 

U.N. officials say there is some 
hope that the deterioration in edu- 
cation can be halted. Under die 
current phase of the oiJ-for-foo<} 
deal under which Iraq is allo^^'W 
to sell up to S5.3 billion of oil 
every .six months to buy hunwfli* 
tarian supplies, SiOO million has 
been allocated to education- 
UNICEF says it is a far cry from 
what is required to meet 
needs. 
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Indoor radon measurements 
ensure that Jordan is radon safe’ 


By Dr. Wajdi A. Kadir 
El Noor 

Editor’s note: The 

National Resources 
Authority forwarded the 
following article to the 
Jordan Times, with a 
view that it would be of 
benefit to the public. 

RADON IS a radioac- 
tive gas from the 
radioelement series, 
uranium and thorium. 
Only radon-222 (from 
uranium-238 series) has 
well-known biological 
effects, however, it is 
not a toxic gas in the 
same manner as the 
ordinary non-radioac- 
tive toxic gases such as 
carbon-oxide gases. 

The harmful effects of 
radon appear only after 
a long-term exposure to 
higher concentrations in 
almost closed spaces. 
Actually radon is con- 
sidered a health hazard 
mainly in underground 
uranium mines and dur- 
ing milling operations 
of uranium ores. Lung 
cancer symptoms first 
appeared in uranium 
miners after 10-15 
years exposure to high- 
er doses of alpha radia- 
tion due to radon metal- 
lic decay products. 

Scientists have only 
recently realised that 
radon gas may also be 
unsafe under certain 
conditions indoors. It 
is known that anom- 
alous concentrations of 
indoor radon constitute 
a health risk in regions 
in the -cold to temperate 
weather zones, like 
most of the European 
countries (including the 
Russian Federation) and 
North’ 'America. The 
reason - why radon is 
jnoce ham^I in suc.h 
-counodes 'Js ' because 
honscs almost year? 
round are tightly closed 
to Save on energy costs. 
Therefore radon and its 
decay products could 
accumulate to 

unhealthy levels. 

Recent studies indi- 
cated that in countries 
in cold to temperate 
regions, the concentra- 
tion of indoor radon is 
much higher than out- 
doors. Whereas, in hot 
tropical and sub-tropi- 
cal regions there is no 
great difference in 
radon levels between 
indoors and. outdoors; 
because the weather is 


warmer and so the 
bouses are much more 
open to air circulation, 

and consequently lower 
radon levels. Likewise 
is the case in Jordan 
with its Mediterranean 
to arid climate where 
warm summers last 
more than seven 
months. 

Rock formation units 
in Jordan consist of a 
wide-range of geologi- 
cal ages beginning from 
the oldest rocks of Pre- 
cambrian to young vol- 
canic rocks and recent 
sediments. The situa- 
tion is similar in North 
African Arab countries. 
Syria, Saudi Arabia and 
Israel. Among these 
rock formations appears 
phosphate as a unique 
outstanding radioactive 
formation common in 
these countries. The 
radioactivity of phos- 
phate has been well- 
known for a long-time. 
Therefore, most of 
these countries have 
investigated the radon 
potential by measuring 
in- and outdoor concen- 
tration levels, particu- 
larly, in the vicinity of 
phosphate occurrences. 

A comparison 

between average indoor 
radon concentrations 
(given in radon volume 
activity unit, Bq/m3) 
measured in Jordan 
(conducted by Varmouk 
University, Department 
of Physics, 1994) and 
those in neighbouring 
countries in the region 
is given below: 

Jordan (25 Bqym3), 
ni Bq/3). Saudi 
Arabia (65 Bq/m3), 

Syria (44 Bq/m3) and 
Israel (50 and 79 
Bq/m3). 

The comparison of 
, thejje . measiurements. 
r-eveals that: 

. • the ^average, concea- 
ttatiod value oT Jordan 
is in- compliance with 
the averages of the 
neighbouring countries, 
and 

• compared with Euro- 
pean standards, the val- 
ues are far below the 
critical action level of 
200 to 250 Bq/m3, 

• Considering a value 
of 79 Bq/ra3 which is 
the Israeli average 
indoor level in the 
phosphate area, and 
knowing that phosphate 
on both sides of the Jor- 
dan Rift Valley have the 
same origin, then it is 


probable that radon lev- 
els in the cities of 
Karak, Ma*an, Madaba. 
Mafraq. Jerash, Ajloun 
and Amman, which are 
all located close to the 
phosphate occurrences, 
are far below the criti- 
cal action level of 200 
to 250 Bq/m3. 

As a conclusion radon 
hazard, if any in Jordan 
is of no way different 
from that in the neigh- 
bouring countries, par- 
ticularly, Israel. 

Apart from the afore- 
said discussion, there 
are several factors that 
could lower the level of 
radon concentration in 
dwellings in Jordan, 
even in radon-prone 
areas, these factors are 
the following: 

• Dominance of natur- 
al ventilation during 
moderate cool winter 
days and both artificial 
and natural ventilation 
during summer days. 
For example studies 
showed that opening a 
door reduces radon 
level about 80 per cent, 
opening a window for 
five hours reduces 
radon level almost to 
zero. 

• Low uranium and 
radium content in build- 
ing materials used in 
Jordan i.e. Jordan usu- 
ally does not use phos- 
phate, and its by-prod- 
ucts as aggregates in 
housing construction. 

• Most of the build- 
ings in Jordan were 
newly built and from an 
engineering point of 
view they are well-con- 
structed. in particular, 
the sealed basement and 
foundations in ium-pre- 
vent radon .gas from 
penetrating the build- 
ings. 

Nevertheless, simple 
measures could effi- 
ciently reduce any 
abnormal radon levels. 
Such measures are: 
sealing the floors and 
walls, using fans to ven- 
tilate crawl spaces, cov- 
ering walls with plastic 
materials and epoxy 
paints or even wall- 
paper. 

The writer is a scientif- 
ic advisor at the Natur- 
al Resources Authoriry. 


Taiwan-China transport still a dream 


By George Hsu 
Reuters 

TAIPEI — On an early spring 
night in 1997 a ship from main- 
land China steamed Into Taiwan's 
main southern port, carrying con- 
tainers — and hopes of a new 
dawn in Taiwan strait shipping. 

More than a year later, that dawn 
has yet to bre^. 

The historic passage, the first 
since a 1949 civU war |Mit the 
mainland in communist hands and 
made Taiwan the Republic of 
China's last redoubt, did not open 
the floodgates as many had faoi^d. 

Flights between Taiwan and the 
mainland must go through Hong 
Kong or Macau. 

Ships plying “direct" routes 
between Taiwan's K^Jung and 
Kaohsiung ports and the Fujian 
province ports of Xiamen and 
Fuzhou cannot put their cargoes 
through customs on either side. 

Taiwan's ban on direct links 
requires that they be transshipped 
to other destinations. 

'Transportation between Taiwan 
and the mainland is a big market," 
said Shieh Ming-Hui, head of tlw 
Taiwan transportation ministry's 
Navigation and Aviation Depart- 
ment. 

'The potential is unlimited." 

Political divide 

Taiwan's booming investment 
and trade with maialand China 
over the past decade have created 
huge demand for cross-strait 
transport, but political and mili- 
tary sensitivities still block all but 
the most modest Jinks. 

In the first quarter of 1998, Tai- 
wan said "indirect” trade with the 
mainland was $7.20 billion, or 


about 10 per cent of all overseas 
trade. The mainland absorbs 42 
per cent of Taiwan's total overseas 
investment, Taipei's economic 
ministry said. 

New tensions that erupted in 
1995 and deteriorated into a mili- 
tary crisis in 1996 hardly dented 
Taiwan investors' hunger for the 
mainland market. 

Taiwan firms say without direct 
transport links, they are at a costly 
disadvantage to overseas rivals. 

Costly detours 

Anything that moves between 
Taiwan and China — be it raw 
materials, machine tools, finished 
goods, capital or people — must 
travel "indirectly” via Hong Kong 
or elsewhere. 

Telephones can be dialled direct- 
ly from either side, but calls are 
routed through third countries. 

Mail is sent through third places. 

On Taiwan's front-line island 
defence outpost of Jinmen, or 
Quemoy. just a few kilometres 
from China's Xiamen harbour, the 
desire for direct links is palpable. 

Visible from Jinmen, Xiamen 
teems with Taiwan-invested plants 
and property developments. But to 
reach them one must fly to Taipei 
and connect via Hong Kong or 
Macau. 

At the Jinmen KaoUang dis- 
tillery. director Chang Kin-Shyr 
grumbles that his mobile phone 
connects clearly to CThina. but to 
gee there he must take a fishing 
boat shuttle, risking arrest, or fly 
via Hong IG^ng. 

"Some links already exist. Yet 
for transport we are probably clos- 
er to London in terms of time of 
travel." Chang said. 

Direct links across the strait 


ended in 1949. when Nationalist 
“generalissimo” Chiang Kai-Shek 
fled with his army into exile on 
Taiwan. 

Beijing sees Taiwan as China’s 
last wayward territory — one that 
must be brought under its rule, by 
force if necessary. 

Taipei espouses eventual union, 
but only under multi-party democ- 
racy. Until then, Taipei says Bei- 
jing should renounce its threat of 
violence and acknowledge the 
exiled republic's sovereignty. 

Beijing flatly rejects such a sce- 
nario. 

Still, contacts have flowered. 

Dire straits 

Since China turned to market- 
building two decades ago, Thiwan 
has slowly warmed to its rival. 
Taipei allows a range of unofficial 
contacts and more than 30,000 
Taiwan firms have poured some 
$38 billion into the maialand. 

Wary of overdependence on 
China's economy, Taiwan has 
deflected calls to end prohibitions 
on direct transport as well as some 
sensitive investments. 

The sides seemed on the brink of 
political breakthrough in 1995, 
when high-level semi-official 
talks collapsed after Taiwan Presi- 
dent Lee Teng-Hui angered Bei- 
jing by visiting New York. 

Relations worsened when 
China's army harassed Taiwan 
with waves of war games near the 
island in Che months before Tai- 
wan's first popular presidential 
election in March 1996. 

Beijing's firing of unarmed bal- 
listic missiles into target areas just 
outside Taiwan's main ports was a 
chilling portent for any hopes of 
direct shipping links. 


Despite the tensions Thiwan set 
up an "onshore'’ transshipment 
centre in 1997 in southern Kaohsi- 
ung port — a harbour where main- 
land ships can dock and transfer 
containers without officially 
“entering" Taiwan. 

But arriving mainland goods 
cannot enter Taiwan customs and 
must be transshipped to third 
countries. Likewise, Taiwan car- 
goes at Kaohsiung cannot be put 
on ships crossing directly to the 
mainland. 

Being Woos business 

Beijing has tried to exploit the 
pressure exerted on Taipei by the 
private sector by withholding 
approvals for major firms seeking 
to operate even transshipment 
routes. Only a handful of smaller 
shippers have approvals. 

Taiwan slupping bea\'yweights 
like Yangraing Marine 
<2609.TW> have opened maia- 
land offices. 

“We need approvals, but are 
ready to carry cargoes between 
Taiwan and China.” said Yang- 
ming spokesman Tsay Ming-Hsu. 

Like their maritime counter- 
parts, major airlines in Taiwan, the 
mainland and elsewhere are inter- 
ested in tapping the demand for air 
links across the Taiwan strait. 

Taiwan carriers CJhina Airlines 
<2610.T1V> and EVA Airways, a 
unit of shipping giant Evergreen, 
top the list and have long since 
Taken the Republic of China flag 
off their aircraft. 

Taiwan officials say full-scale 
sea links must come first. 

"We should focus on sea trans- 
port first before tackling the more 
complicated issue of direct air 
links,” Shieh said. 


Serb refugees brave Croats, hardship 

to return home 


By Louis-Marie inauevin 
Agence France Presse 

l^^RTIN BROD, Bosnia Hercegovina — The 
distance from Pero Rodic's faii^ouse to his 
field is a two-minute walk ~ or it would be if 
it were not for the Croatian border which now 
runs right through the village of Martin Brod 
in northwestern Bosnia. 

In 1995 when Croatia launched its successful 
offensive to reconquer territory occupied by 
Serb secessionists, the Croatian soldiers pur- 
sued the Serbs into Bosnian territory and the 
400 Bosnian Serbs who lived in the village bad 
to flee. Croatia unilaterally redrew the border 
after the offensive, with the result that half the 
village Is now part of Croatia, separated from 
the other half by the River Una which is 50 
metres wide. 

Last November, Rodic and a handful of other 
Serbs secured permission from the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees to return borne to 
Martin Brod. an isolated village beside a 
rough mountain road. 


They braved the hostility of local Croats to 
come back and despite there being no electric- 
ity, no telephone, no doctor, no sphool,.ao . 
money and no livestock in Martin Brod, Rodic 
was adamant that be was still glad to back... 

"I am bener off here, even if it is han^' goingr 
than in a refugee centre with 30 people per 
room.*' be said. 

So far, 33 Serb families have opted to return 
to this region where Croats form the majority. 

Rodic has a sister on the Croatian side of the 
border. Sbe was allowed to stay there only 
because sbe is married ro a Croat. When sbe 
wants to talk to Pero sbe makes a banging 
noise, be said. "Three knocks means sbe wants 
to see me at tbe bridge.” 

In fact, the bridge does not exist any longer. 
Only tbe broken arches are left, tbe super- 
structure was sabotaged long ago. 

Since his return, from three years in exile, 
Rodic has been able only to wave to his sister 
across the river but no more. Sometimes, the 
Serb villagers wbo used to live in tbe 52 
homes across tbe river, come to gather on tbe 


Bosnian side of the bridge. But they have 
never been allowed over and are forced to 
return to Banja Luka, tbe capital of the Repub- 
lika Srpska, to wait for the day when tension 
dies down and tbe borders are reopened. 

Rodic said be bad not wanted to wait any 
longer. “You could give me the nicest building 
in Banja Luka. But I wouldn't change it for 
my own bouse. Here in Martin Brod is my 
borne.” 

With tbe Serbs wbo returned to Brod Martin, 
was a Croat. Emerik Plesnar who fled with the 
others when the Croatian soldiers came. 

"1 lived in this village where I came when I 
retired from the Yugoslav railways. When tbe 
Croatian soldiers came, we could see that they 
were of a mind to fire first and ask questions 
afterwards. And since it’s not written on my 
face that I am a Croat, I fled with the rest of 
them. I was declared a refugee like them and 
I came back with them. The Bosnian Serb 
government pays me a pension of 50 marks 
(about $30),** he grinned. “Everyone is my 
friend here. 1 am staying,” he added. 


Sit and watch — advertising in the most private of places 



The average person spends 55 seconds on the toilet Most are bored, say some Ger- 
man adverdsiDg agency, so they are sure to read a handy poster (DPA phoioi 


By. Regina Doblies 

BIELEFELD, Germany 
— One of Germany's 
youngest advertising 
agencies owes its exis- 
tence to a half-hearted bet 
over a bottle of Martini. 

Law student Kolja 
Wehleit hit on the idea of 
placing ads in toilets after 
a visit to tbe United 
States two years ago. 

“1 was fascinated by tbe 
posters I saw in the men's 
rooms of the bars 1 went 
to,” said the 26-year. "I 
thought to myself ‘This 
has to work in Germany."* 

He mulled over his plan 
in detail on the plane tak- 
ing him home, and later 
broached the idea to his 
friend and fellow-student, 
Haity Leyeudecker. 

Leyend^ker was unim- 
pressed. "It won't work,” 
he said. “It’s far too out- 
rageous for Germans. 
They're too conserva- 
tive.” 

Nevertheless, he agreed 
to go along with the idea 
and over a drink the two 
friends made a bet which 
Leyendecker lost. 

The agency “sit+watch” 
now dominates tbe mar- 
ket in rest room advertis- 
ing in Germany. Its 
motto: a pair of eyes — 
and lots of time. 

^ Its products can be seen 
in railway stations, bars, 
dis^s _ and cinemas 
throu^out tbe country. 

At. Munich station, one 
of tile nation's biggest 
the national railway 
Deutsche Bahn. has trust- 


ed "sit+watch” to pro- 
mote its train services in 
the privacy of the men’s 
and women’s rest room. 

The tiled walls are also 
adorned with posters 
detailing the perfor- 
mances of the Slate Opera 
in Berlin, while a travel 
agent's posters decorate 
the doors of the toilet 
cubicles. 

State health serviws, 
the charitable organisa- 
tion Brot far die Welt 
(Bread for the World) and 
an organisation that looks 
after the women \ictims 


of violent crime also use 
the services of the Biele- 
feld agency. 

Wehleit says the aver- 
age person spends 55 sec- 
onds on the toilet. "Most 
are bored, but if their eye 
catches one of our 
posters, their interest is 
guaranteed,” he says. 

Unlike television adver- 
tising where the viewer 
can change channels, or 
magazine ads, where the 
reader only has to turn 
over the page, there's no 
way to escape advertising 
on the toilet. 


One advantage of adver- 
tising in restrooms, 
Wehleit says, is that it is 
relatively easy to pinpoint 
target groups. 

“A cosmetic company 
would only want to adver- 
tise a new brand of lip- 
stick in ladies' toilets, 
whereas a manufacturer 
of video games would opt 
for the men's rooms.” he 
says. 

It is also easy to target 
different age groups as 
well as social back- 
grounds, depending on 
where the ads are placed. 


“Sii+watcb” has so far 
ronted space in 250 dif- 
ferent establishments so 
they can promote their 
clients’ products. Alto- 
gether they have more 
&an 2,300 posters on dis- 
play, nearly ail of them 
framed and encased in 
Plexiglas. 

Tbe posters are affixed 
to tbe inside of cubicle 
doors or are positioned at 
eye-level above urinals. 

Wehleit says all kinds of 
firms have taken advan- 
tage of his agency's ser- 
vices, except for the food 
industry. 

But what do tbe toilet 
users themselves think 
about tbe scheme? Quiet a 
lot. according to Leyeu- 
decker. 

"A survey conducted for 
the agency found that 
only nine per cent of 
those confronted by the 
ads fell rbeir privacy was 
being invaded. More than 
70 per cent said they 
found tbe idea good.” 

Tbe two partners are 
now looking to expand 
their business by using 
rest rooms for art displays 
and by launching a 
newsletter specialising on 
toilets. 

Another possibility is 
using colour monitors to 
bring ads into toilet 
rooms. Wehleit saw this 
for tbe first time in Hong 
Kong recently and is at 
present examining its 
potential for use in Ger- 
many. 

— Deutsche Presse Agentur 


Advertisement 

ARAB BANKPLC 
GIVEN NEW RATING 


(Continued firom page L2l 

Arab Bank can be described in at least 
two ways. The first way. tbe bank is clearly 
a survivor. Tbe second way is that the 
bank's own name can be a misnomer, espe- 
cially from risk profile perspective. 

W^e tbe bank is headquartered in 
Amman, Jordan, tbe overall country risk 
profile resembles some of the best banks 
domiciled in both Western Europe and the 
United States. The bank brings with it, a 
long history and a philosophy that its cus- 
tomers are indeed "first and most impor- 
tant.” It is this philosophy that has created 
the bank that exists to^y and that can lay 
claim to be a peer bank when compared to 
some of tbe best h anks in tbe world. This 
philosophy has also moved Arab Bank into 
being one of the only true "flight to quali- 
ty” b anks in tbe Middle EasL 

Arab Bank is diversified over a broad 
geography where operations comprising 
more than 80% of consolidated activities 
are conducted outside of Jordan. 

The unique capital structure enables the 
bank ratings to ^ considered independent 
of any sovereign rating for the country in 
which the Arab Bank is hedquartered. 

Further there are sufficient legal prece- 
dents and opinions which indicate that any 
potential extratenitorial seizure of Arab 
Bank external assets by local regulator 
authorities is highly unlike ly and not valid 
under most if not all legd Jurisdictions. 
Accordingly, as the vast majority of Tier I 
c^tal, and assets are outside of Jordan 
thereby greatly diminishing tbe element of 
transfer risk and as a hard currency (U.S. 
dollar) is the functional currency for Arab 
Bank, Thomson BankWatcb employs tbe 
global ratings scale for the Arab Bank rat- 
ing. 

Asset quality is extremely solid given the 
history (rf expertise cultivated and applied 
to lending. 

Additionally, a conservative level of loan 


loss reserves is maintained to fully cover 
non-performing loans. The tenor of the loan 
portfolio is quite short witb 80% scheduled 
to mature within one year as of YR97. Total 
loans for Arab Bank typically represent less 
than 50% of assets. 

The stability of earnings is enhanced by 
the conservative asset/liability management 
as well as the lending strategy and geo- 
graphic diversification. Aiso supporting the 
sound financial position is a healthy capital 
base with tbe BIS Tier 1 ratio exceeding 
12% and shareholders* equity to assets of 
nearly 9%. 

Ar^ Bank is well established and 
dynamic, as demonstrated in its sound per- 
formance and impressive perseverance. 
Management has planned for any potential 
disruption in the Arab region by building 
capital in its branches in some of the 
world's major financial centres. Even in the 
unlikely event of a regional difficulty 
affecting more chan Jordan, Arab Bank has 
more than sufficient asset liquidity to repay 
all foreign cmrency obligations. As 
Bank has se\'eral , sizeable subsidiaries, 
affiliates, and as extensive network of 
international branches, the bulk of consoli- 
dated equity is housed outside of Jordan. 
Management has coordinated the broad 
geography of banking operations through 
the hubs in Amman, London and Geneva. 

The underlying strategy has been a focus 
on serving Arab coitununities worldwide, 
particularly through trade finance both on 
and off of the balance sheet Credit quality 
is solid, as are loan loss reserves and capi- 
tal. Management prefers to maintain a high 
degree of liquidity mainly in conservative 
inter-bank placements and government 
securities. Consequently, returns have been 
modestly low'er than those of diversified 
international banks. Management's suc- 
cessful and well dev'eloped strategy pro- 
vides the foundation for the continued 
sound expansion of operations. 
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Israel’s unemployment 
rate rises to 9.4 per cent 


TEL AVIV (R) — 
Israel's unemployment 
rate rose to a seasonally 
adjusted 9.4 per cent in 
the second quarter of 
1 998. the Central 
Bureau of Statistics has 
said citing preliminary 
data. 

The figure marked the 
second big quarterly 
rise after The jobless 
rate dipped briefly in 
the final three months 
of 1997. 

The unemployment 
rale was a revised 8.7 
per cent in the first 
quarter and 7.6 per cent 
in the second-quarter of 
1 997, the bureau said. 

Unemployment has 
been nsing since the 
second-quiirter of 1996. 
when the rate bottomed 
at 6.4 per cent, as 
Israel's economy has 
slowed. Gross domestic 
product is expected to 
grow by just 1.5 per 
cent this year, down 
from 2.2 per cent in 
1997. 

Growing joblessness 
has been exacerbated 
by structural changes in 
the economy that have 
left the thriving high 
technology sector short 
of skilleJworkers while 
much of the remaining 
economy experiences 
layoffs. 

Prime Minister Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu has 
promised to address the 
problem of growing 
unemployment by 
increasing the domestic 
deficit next year and by 
introducing retraining 
programmes and other 
hiring incentives. 

However, private sec- 
tor economists have 
said the programmes 
are unlikely to dent the 
jobless rate. Bank 
Hapoalim. for instance, 
foreca.st.s unemploy- 
ment growing to 9.3 per 
cent on average next 
year. 

’ The statistics bureau 
said the number of 
salaried employees, not 
counting foreign guesi- 
workers" and Palestini- 


ans from the West Bank 
and Gaza, fell a season- 
ally adjusted 0.9 per 
cent in the second quar- 
ter to 2.044 million. It 
was the first decline 
since the fourth-quarter 
of 1996. 

The bureau also said 
the civilian labour force 
participation rate fell to 
a seasonally adjusted 

53.4 per cent from 53.7 
per cent in the first 
quarter and 53.6 per 
cent a year earlier. It 
was the lowest rate in at 
least 36 months. 

The unemployment 
rate among women gen- 
erally rose at a faster 
pace than for men. It 
was a seasonally adjust- 
ed 10.0 per cent in the 
second Quarter, com- 
pared with 9.1 per cent 
in the first quarter and 
8.7 per cent a year earli- 
er. 

For men, the rate was 
9.0 per cent in the sec- 
ond quarter, up from 

8.4 per cent in the first. 
It was up especially 
sharply from 6.6 per 
cent in the year-eariier 
quarter. 

Meanwhile, Israeli 
Finance Minister Yaa- 
cov Neeman said Tues- 
day he expected to see 
renewed growth in for- 
eign investment as 
investors sought alter- 
natives to troubled 
emerging markets. 

“I mink in the near 
future we'll see a long 
flow of foreign invest- 
ment into Israel, once it 
will be realised by the 
capital markets that 
Israel is a stable coun- 
try." Neeman told 
Reuters TV. 

"If there will be no 
investment in Russia, in 
Latin America and in 
South East .Asia, the 
foreign capital_market 
will nave to~loolc for 
alternatives and Israel 
can show a veo[ good 
alternative for invest- 
ment, especially in the 
high-tech sector," he 
said. 

In the first half of the 


year foreign investment 
plunged to $618 million 
rrom a net S2.ll billion 
the second half of 
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1997 and $1.47 billion 
in the year-earlier half. 

But Neeman said 
there were already signs 
that foreign investment 
would pick in the 
second naif of the year 
and hinted that a major 
investment project 

would be announced in 
the near future. 

Neeman said Israel 
had been spared the 
volatility of other 
emerging markets 

because it had acted 
early to stabilise the 
economy by bringing 
down inflation and cut- 
ting the current account 
deficit. 

“When this govern- 
ment cook office in the 
midst of 1996, (the) 
inflation rate for the 
first sixth months of the 
year (was) close to 15- 
16 per cenL We have 
reduced it to half in 
1997 to 7.0 per cent and 
this year it will be less 
than four per cent," he 
added. “I think all bond 
holders can be assured 
that we will continue 
with this trend." 

A weakening of the 
Israeli shekel has trig- 
gered a rise in the bond 
market's inflationaiy 
expectations — the dif- 
ference in yields on 
inflation-linked and 
unlinked bonds. They 
are now at 4.8 per cent 
up sharply from below 
three per cent in mid- 
Julv. 

Neeman said the gov- 
ernment would stand 
firm on its commitment 
to cut the budget next 
year in order to achieve 
a deficit of 2.0 per cent 
of gross domestic prod- 
uct. 

He said there w.ould 
be an increase in 
defence spending next 
year as a counter to the 
Iranian missile threat 
but that other ministries 
would have to make 
cuts totalling 2.2 billion 
shekels in what he 
termed "non-produc- 
tive" areas. 

Neeman reiterated the 
government’s vow to 
boost infrastructure 
spending in the 1999 
budget. 

“\^e will see that 
infrastructure will be on 
the top (of the) list of 
our pnorities in order to 
reduce the unemploy- 
ment rale." he said. 


Russian rouble nosedives to 7.86 to dollar 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Russia's teetering rou- 
ble plummeted more 
than nine per cent 
against the dollar Tues- 
day, presenting new 
acting Premier Viktor 
Chernomyrdin with his 
first major headache as 
be set about tackling 
Russia's financial cn- 


cy. But the central 
bank, which has spent 
billions of dollars in 
recent weeks trying to 
insulate the rouble 
from massive capital 
flight, admitted last 
Friday that it is rapidly 
running out of funds to 


redeemed for cash, and 
investors will immedi' 


ateJy seek to turn these 
roubles into dollars." be 


SIS. 

The rouble staged its 
worst performance for 
almost four years, 
nosediving 9.2 per cent 
to 7.86 to the dollar 
from 7.14 Monday in a 
hectic interbank trad- 
ing session twice sus- 
pended due to the cur- 
rency's free-fall, the 
Moscow Interbank 
Currency Exchange 
said. 

With volumes back to 
meaningful levels after 
a week of market paral- 
ysis. traders said the 
slump was the first sign 
that the currency was 
floating towards a real- 
istic level against the 
dollar, following the 
government's move to 
effectively devalue the 
currency last Monday. 

The sharp deprecia- 
tion came after Cher- 
nomyrdin. restored as 
prime minister Sunday, 
indicated a clear 
change of economic 
direction for Russia 
focussing more on 
industrial production 
and less on the tight 


prop up Its currency. 

“We can’t help bei 
worried by the fact that 


said. “This is where the 
pressure is coming 
from." 

Other traders noted 
the ruble slump came 
amid relatively heavy 


volume of some $430 
million, which indicat- 
ed that the market was 
slowly coming to life 
after last week's death- 
ly silence, and that the 
rouble was thus qnly 
now finding an equilib- 
rium. 

“The fall was expect- 


ed as today was the first 
really significant day of 
trading Tn terms of vol- 
ume, so we have ended 
up with a much more 
realistic rate.” said 
Mikhail Koltsov, a trad- 
er with the MFK 
Renaissance financial 
group. 


monetary policy pur- 
sued by his predecessor 


Sergei Kiriyenko. 

In an interview with 
Komsomolskaya Prav- 
da. Chernomyrdin said 
that paying off wage 
and pension backlogs 
and constructing a 
proper industrial policy 
would take precedence, 
"since purely monetary 
measures will not pull 
the country from its 
crisis." 

Tuesday's sharp rou- 
ble devaluation, the 


currency's worst day 
since it lost 27 per cent 


in another "black Tues- 
day" on Oct. II, 1994. 
presented the new act- 
ing premier with his 
first immediate prob- 
lem since his reinstate- 
ment. 

Chernomyrdin has 


pledged to shore up a 
oanking system under- 


mined by this year's 
financial meltdown and 
further shaken by last 
week's decision to 
unhook the rouble from 
its pes against the dol- 
lar and let it float. 

AnalysLs agree that to 
do this, he will have to 
mount some sort of 
defence of his curren- 


banks are spurring the 
market virtually at the 
expense of central bank 
resources, instead of 
channelling the 

finances that they 
receive to meeting their 
obligations to clients," 
Intenax cited a central 
bank source as saying. 

Traders said the sud- 
den lurch had more to 
do with Russia's plans 
to restructure some $40 
billion worth of domes- 
tic debt frozen last 
week than with Cher- 
nomyrdin's first indica- 
tions of his economic 
tack. 

The head of the inter- 
bank exchange told 
Russian television that 
the fall was due to “a 
build-up of negative 
expectations.’' 

don't think today's 
fall in the rate has a 
political meaning." 
said Alexei Mamontov. 
“The market needs 
news on the debt 
restructuring." 

But some analysts 
said the acting pre- 
mier's plans would 
inevitably fuel infla- 
tion and could jeopar- 
dise IMF loans to the 
Russian government, 
ultimately heaping fur- 
ther pressure on the 
rouble. 

"The dollar will most 
likely get stronger and 
at a fairly quick rate." 
liberal economic 
observer Mikhail Berg- 
er told Moscow Echo 
radio. 

Traders said the debt 
recalibration, keenly 
awaited by investors, 
would necessarily 
involve some portion 
of the frozen treasury 
bills and bonds being 
redeemed for cashT 
which would hit the 
market with a further 
supply of rubles that 
marxet players would 
seek to doilari.se. 

"We believe the rou- 
ble fall is linked with 
news of debt restruc- 


turing," said Sergei 


Pchefintsev, a foreign 
exchange dealer wfth 
ING Barings in 
Moscow. 

"The rumours arc that 
some of the short-term 
debt, perhaps a.s much 
as 25 per cent, will be 
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02723 

02890 

0.1016 

02090 

3920 

Bonny 

0.0 

0.0 


KW Dinar 

32662 

6.85823 

128S0 

429716 

471.032 

Dubai 

1221 

12.0 


BH Dinar 

02770 

4.77327 

1.6106 

329042 

30277 

UL Gaa 

138.0 

13820 


CY Pound 

12883 

3201 

1.1624 

2230 

273.178 
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-1- 
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-6- 

-1- 

Gold loz's} 

2822 

282.8 



Cnev 

Month 

Montira 

1 

o 

a 

Year 

Silver (oafs) 

6.0 

5.0 



USD 

6.640 

5.6875 

5.6876 

5.6875 

Platinum (ox's) 

3632 

3652 



GBP 

7.7500 

7.750 

7.750 

7.620 

AL (3 Months) 

130 

130 



JPY 

02625 

a6367 

0.640 

0.6445 

CU (3 Months) 

160 

180 



DEM 

32375 

3.600 

3.6820 

3.660 

Zinc (3 Months) 

100 

100 



FRF 

3.500 

1.790 

1270 

2.000 

Uad (3 Months] 

636 

538 



CHF 

1.7422 

3.5391 

32016 

3.6992 

Nl (3 Months) 

410 . 

410 



m. 

5.0320 

4.00 

4270 
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Main Equity Indices 





Bourse 

Irxlax 

Wlue 

Chnq 

%Chnq 

High 

' Low 

Pros 

NewYoric 

DOW JONES 

00.67 

97.0 

1.13 

868526 

856821 

850.61 

Newyorfc 

S&P50 

11023 

1629 

12 

11059 

100.14 

100.14 

London 

FT-SE 1W 

58332 

802 

124 

006 

601 

053.7 

Tokyo 

NIKKIE225 

1507223 

84.67 

0.0 

15227 

160702 

149882 

Paris 

CAC40 

4017.73 

802 

2.M 

400.18 

3976.0 

393723 

Frankfurt 

DAX 

5371.0 

13726 

2.0 

638929 

527321 

623428 
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* JOD Cross Rates 


Cemmeditv 

Last 

' DaHvdrv - 


Currency 

Buy 

SeO 

Coffss (c/lbs) 

114 

Spot 


US Dollar 

0.70 

0.710 

Cocoa ($Aon) 

180 

Spot 


GB Sterlflng 

1.1695 

1.160 

Sugar (Sfton) 

2462 

Spot 


OE Mark 

0201 

0201 

Whsat ($/ton) 

0 


^Wt 


CH Franc 

0270 

02733 

Soya (c/lbs) 

24.16 

Spot 


FR Franc 

0.1176 

0.110 

Tnlatgfkg) 

10 

spot 


JPYsn 

0290 

02934 

Barisy ($fbsh) 

0 




NL Guilder 

0.3495 

02612 

Rlest$/tonl 

416 1 

Suet 


nrura 

0.3995 

02016 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert V\4ilianis 


TMSPiBlMeaDLcaR< 


ACROSS 
1 E. O'Brien film 
4 African flies 
It Quantity of 
gum 

14 Center starter? 

15 Guest 

16 Lunched 
I'Coati'scoat 
18 Nautical 

distancs 

I9_dedeux 

20 PriesTs 
vestment 

21 Passover 
repasts 

22 Under the 
weather 

23 TimeKeepers’ 
cohorts 

25 Jots 

26 Follow as a 
consequence 

27 Punctual 
26 Second 

spouses, to 
one's children 

33 Took a chair 

34 Soaks 

38 Org. of links 
professionals 

39 Snack food 
43 Part of New 

VbrkCity 

45 Reader's card 

46 Daisylike flower 

47 Polrtical runner 

51 Composer 
Satie 

52 Composite 
picture 

53 SE Asian war, 
casually 

54 Gaming cube 

55 Italian inventor 

56 PC maker 

57 Hosp. 
employees 

56 Anonymous 

59 Aliema&ve to 
lager 

60 Artist's rep. 

61 Consider 
beneath 
contempt 

62 Actor Beatty 
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Peanuts 




THAT UM5NY VMOU) COULP 
A REAL 6AME../ IT BE A 
THATUJA5 (M0VIE7THO5E 
A AIOVIE.. i WERE REAL 

tZf 


ByTbmPruea ‘ 
Chicago, IL 


DOWN 

1 Maligns 

2 Luxurious 


3 Mflitary landing 
field 

4 Packing 
material 

5 Looked 
coniempi 

6 Get out of the 
way 

7 Cook's dock 

5 Mixes up 

9 CavoKhveBing 
fish 

10 Get the ptetura 

11 Elks 

12 ChHean desert 

13 Tiacy-Hepbum 
film 

22 Drunkard 

24 Dines 

25 Bug Idlier 

27 Eight IL 

29 Molecule 
coTTvonent 

30 Furrow 

31 Period 

32 Sliiger _ 
'King* Cole 

asClupMfish 

36 WHeof 
Theseus 



(Qtm Tnn iiMh swflOK 
rtiyiM umiL 


37 Srnali cooker 

36 Bohemian to 
the max 

40 Teheran tongue 

41 Fit 10 drink 

42 Like pipes and 
flowers 

44 Court^p 
dfsoiavarea 


47 Foot problems 
46 Songwriters' 
9p. 

49 Ruth's mcihv 
in-law 

50 Consunes 
supper 

52 Lion's hair 
55 Wet soil 


Andy Capp 
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L FORGIVE A LOT 
IFTHEyCOME UP WITH , 
^LEAETONE SETTLE 
REMARK IN THE COURSE 
OF TWEMTy-FOUR 
HOURS, 



Mutt’n’Jeff 


WU.0. iMs. TV 
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1 KM. N0-ieeaMr WOMAN ' ME H«5io\ 

, SKdNBB BKAmsriN eeo evBwp *// 1 

$»«PONre04TNH6AtfoUNOTHE 
HOUSE' NVSON^,^, DOES ' 
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THATiiMOTHeRS 
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THE BETTER HALF,, By Glasbergen 



If I insulate my body with fat, 
we don*t have to spend all that 
money to insulate the house!” 


Unscramble these tew Jumbles 
OTO lener to each square, lo form 


that SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hanrt AnwM M0 Mikt AfgWen 
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Ansiew/wre: 


y Y y V 

if Jl ill 


Mow arrange the chded IsBsrs to 
lorm the surprise answer, as sug* 
9o®oo by the above cartoon. 
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Business & Finance 



Jordan Times, Wednesday, August 26, 1998 



Beat 


Business battens down for millennium 



A review of news from the Arabic Press 


State revenues drop by three per cent 
during first six months of this year 

f * A Fall in &iid other e&m- anv hisher raxM wnnlH tl 


ings has caused a 3.8 per cent drop in 
the revenues of the state treasury dur- 
ing the first half of tUs year com- 
p£ed to the same perioa in 1997. 
According to the Mimstiy of Finance, 
the jCTOss local revenue d^lined from 
JD/D4.2 million during the first half 
of 1997 to JD677.4 million during the 
first six months of this year. 

This sharp fall resulted from tax 
revenues dropping from JD42S.6 mil- 
lion to JD413.5 million and other 
earnings going down from JD275.6 
million and JD263.9 miliion. At the 
same time, the ministry said, the 
recurrent spending incres^ed by 9.5 
per cent rising from JD726.1 million 


million. 

Despite the rise in foreign assis- 
tance from JD60 million to JD73.6 
miliion during the first six months of 
1998, an increase of21.1 per cent, the 
budget deficit rose to JD194 million 
a^r being JD91 million in the first 
six months of 1997. If foreim aid is 
excluded, the deficit would reach 
JD267.6 million (JD 173.3 million 
during the Januaiy-June period of last 
year). 

The official figures from the 
Ministry of Finance also show that 
the proceeds from the sales tax went 
down by 11.7 per cent to JD154 mil- 
lion af^ reacning. JD174.4 million 
during the. first slx months of Is^t 
■ year. This data confirms the credibil- 
ity of the private sector warnings that 


any higher taxes would deepen the 
economic recession. However, the 
revenue from customs was higher as 
it amounted to JD134.6 million dur- 
ing the first half of this year com- 
pared to JD 12 1.4 million during the 
same period of last year. 

The ministry reveled chat the value 
of food subsidies totalled JD20.5 mil- 
lion, 17.7 per cent less than the 
JD24.9 million recorded during the 
first half of 1997. The value of subsi- 
dies provided during the whole of 
1997 amounted to JD51 million. 

Observers fear that the budget 
deficit would swell by the end of this 
year as a result of die economic slow- 
down and the recession that is plagu- 
ing some sectors, especially the con- 
struction sector which is considered 
basic and frindamehtal in moving the 
national economy. 

The government is seeking to stim- 
ulate economic activity and meet the 
demands of the private sector to 
exempt industrial inputs from cus-. 
toms in order to lift the competitive- 
ness of industrial products. But the 
budget deficit pressure is still putting 
the government in a difficult position 
on how to compensate the decline in 
customs revenue, estimated at JD80 
million, if the inputs are given the 
exemptions requested (Al Arab A1 
Yawm). 
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Power 
station 
likely to get 
World Bank 
financial 
support 

AMMAN fPeira) — The 
World Bank is considering 
providing guarantees for 
commercial loans to 
Jordan worth S50 milijon 
to help establish a power 
station with a capacity of 
300 milli on watts, accord- 
ing to a statement issued 
by the World Bank. 

The power station which 
will be operated by diesel 
or natural gas and located 
near Amman will cost 
$200-250 million and the 
bank will secure an amount 
of S13S milli on from inter- 
nadonal financing corpora- 
tions through import 
investment loans. 

The statement smd that 
the project will be imple- 
mented by the private sec- 
tor between the years 
1999-2002 and it will 
enable Jordan meet the 
high demand on power 
between the years 2003- 
2005. 


SINGAPORE (R) — Asia 
wifi be the first and possibly 
least prepared region of the 
world to face the dreaded 
millennium bug and its asso- 
ciated computer chaos. 

It has been an uphill battle 
for Asian governments and 
companies to beat the clock 
and fix the software glitch in 
which many computers are 
expected to misread the year 
2000 as 1900. 

In (he waning years of the 
20th cenoiry, the region has 
been throttled by a sweeping 
recession that has made 
hinds scarce. 

“The financial crisis has 
diverted away attention from 
Y2K (Year 2000)," said 
Bibiana Choo, a first vice 
president in Merrill Lynch 
Singapore's . South Asia 
Corporate Research group. 

She said countries that may 
survive the bug threat were 
Hong Kong, India, 
Singapore. IViiwan and the 
Philippines. 

The ones at risk? Indonesia 
and China. 

In Indonesia, whose econ- 
omy is in shambles, compa- 
nies had slashed their infor- 
mation technology spending 
by SO per cent, said Chris 
Morris, research director at 
Gartner Group's Dataquest. 

“Y2K is not a big target for ' 
them right now," he said. 

Problem costs dme, money 
solving the millennium bug 
problem Is rime and money 
intensive. The Gartner 
Group estimates it will cost 
between $300 billion and 
$600 billion worldwide. 

Without the remedy, com- 
puter parts rufuiing every- 
thing from household prod- 
ucts to complex aviatioa sys- 
tems would be unable to 
recognise the year 2000 and 
may read it as 1900. result- 
ing in a myriad of problems 
including breakdowns, the 
spewing out of wrong data or 
a total shutdown. 

The more pessimistic fore- 
casters say the ensuing com- 
puter malfunctions could 
send the world into a severe < 
recession. 

Edward Yardeni. chief 
economist at Deutsche Bank 
Securities, said the probabil- 
ity of a recession due to Y2K 
bad increased to 70 per cent 
from his previous forecast of 
60 per cent 

Millennium dawn brings 
questions so what will hap- 
pen when the millennium 
dawns on Jan. 1? The U.S. 
Central Intelligence Agency 
said in May it had overall 
concerns about “the potential 
disruption of power grids, 
telecommunicatfoos and 
banking services." 

In Asia, analysts said 
banks seem to have girded 
up on anti-millennium bug 
measures, and most major 
airlines were also prepared. 
But there were problem 
spots among manufacturers 
in China and. South Korea 
and in electric utilities in 
Pakistan and Malaysia, ana- 
lysts said. 

On Asia's phone lines, 
“Domestic interconnect in 
most Asian markets is 


already a significani problem, 
even without the threat of a 
Y2K data collecrion break- 
down," a Merrill global smdy 
on Y2K released this month 
said. 

“Universally, the banks 
seem to be at the forefront (,of 
fixing Y2K)." said 
Dataquest’s Morris. 

“Likewise the big retailers. 
Where the biggest damage 
potential seems to lie is in 
government departments. 

They are chronically under- 
funded and understaffed." 
Merrill found that most Asian 
companies were in the early 
stages of fixing the bug. In a 
survey of 460 Asia compa- 
nies. 72 per cent expect to be 
Y2K compliant. 

India and the Philippines 
top the list, with 97 per cent 
and 86 per cent, respectively, 
but only half or less of com- 
panies in Indonesia and 
China expect to have 
resolved the problem. 

“My personal \iew is there 
may be some hiccups here 
and there," said Sor Lin 
Chong, director of services 
and projects at Singapore's 
National Computer Board 
(NCB). which is coordinating 
Y2K awareness programmes. 

Companies and govern- 
ments in the region have been 


makiDg more effort to fix the 
bug in the past year. But 
indusiiy expels worry about 
smaller companies that are 
outside the scrutiny of regula- 
tors. 

“Many governments are not 
doing much to help out small 
companies,” said Howard 
Hsu, a senior services analyst 
at International Data Corp 
ODC). 

But that said, Hsu believes 
Asia is more aware than 
before about the Y2K prob- 
lem and said that the number 
of companies starting remedi- 
al programmes had jumped. 

In a survey completed this 
April in China. India. Korea 
and Malaysia. IDC saw 
encouraging results on the 
state of preparedness. 

A cross-section of 500 com- 
panies imerviewed in China 
found half unprepared for the 
problem. But that was down 
from 69 per cent in 1997 that 
had not started any V2K pro- 
grammes. Hsu said. 

Other signs of Improve- 
ment were in Malaysia, 
where the proportion of com- 
panies that said Y2K pro- 
grammes were under way bad 
nearly doubled to 55 per cent 
irom 28 per cent. IDC found. 

Singapore readier than 
most Singapore, u'hich has 


received high marks from 
industry experts, is redou- 
bling efforts to reach small 
and. medium-sized compa- 
nies. 

A surv’ey by the Singapore 
Federation of the Computer 
Industry' in June of 350 
Singapore companies found 
99 per cent of respondents 
saying they expected their 
Y2K problems to be fixed bv 

1999. 

*rhe National Computer 
Board is focusing on .smaller 
companies, noting that this 
segment often lacks the 
resources and infonnation 
enjoyed by multinationals. 
Singapore is providing grams 
to defray the cost of Y2K 
consultancy fees to small and 
medium-sized firms. 

“It's the smaller companies 
that may need more help." 
Chong said. The NCB has 
been spreading the word for 
the past two years through 
seminars it spon.sors and by 
providing information 
through a web site 
http://www.ncb.gov.sg/ncb/vr 

2000 . 

Japan small firms seen vul- 
nerable Merrill said it expect- 
ed large Japanese companies 
to be ready to face the bug. 
“...the weak spot is the small 
business sector." the broker- 


age firm said. 

A survey conducted in 
September *1997 by the Japan 
Information Service Industry 
Association said that 33 per 
cent of firms with capital 
below 1(K) million yen had 
taken or w'cre in the process 
of taking measures to deal 
with the Y2K issue. 

Small and medium-sized 
irompanies in Hong Kong ore 
confident of being able to 
beat the bug — more tlian 
200.000 of them make mini- 
mal use of computers. 

“There is nothing alarming 
about the bug and Hong 
Kong can get over it," said 
Anthony Au, a member of 
Hong Kong's SME (small- 
and medium-sized enterpris- 

The top 50 companies in 
Australia plan to spend more 
than AS2 billion resolving 
millennium bug problems. 

"Economic growth as we 
go into 1999 and 2000 will 
have to be revised down as 
people begin to understand 
what the reality of the effect 
of the millennium hug on our 
economy will be," said 
Maurice Newman, chairman 
of the government-funded 
Year 2000 comraiiree. 
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8 355. SOO 170.000 ARAB BARK 

2.100 1.620 JDR.IIATiailAZ. BK. 

8 3.230 1.110 BARK OF JOfOlAR 

8 2.680 1.550 IRDOSTRIAI. DBV.BK. 

8 6.510 2.610 TBB BOOSIMC BK. 

8 3.450 1.790 JOR.KDHAXT‘BARK 

8 4.000 1.690 ,K)R.X8Uuae BANK 

5 3.900 1.350 JOR.tNV. FIR. BANK 

6 .930 .660 PBXLADKL.IMV.BK. 

BANK SBCTOIR TOTALS IHDKXi 

8 2.150 1.080 BOLT LAND ZNSim. 


NO. MO. or 
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12 52373 

4 1100 

4 4350 

26 111128 

2 345 

7 3755 

9 2943 

2 274 


<CBB: -0.36 


VALOK OFER CLOSE CHAMQE 

TRADED PRICE PRICE 

JD; 

204(fel 230.00 228.75 1.2S- 

86936 1.66 1.66 

1232 1.12 1.13 

6873 1.58 1.58 

345809 3.11 3.13 .02+ 

627 1.82 1.82 

6534 1.74 1.74 - 

4557 1.56 1.54 .02- 

173 .66 .63 .03- 


168 1.11 
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5.43 

3 
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15.0 

4.12 

4 

KBTL. PORTPOLIO 

34.3 

0.00 

U 

REAL BSTKTK ZMV. 

14.9 

0.00 

2 

JOBDJUI XHIL.TRIUI. 

e 

0.00 

2 

KRK8 XIRL.XHV.tDOC. 

10.0 

1.98 

3 

BJUUCR EDOeXTZON 

20,5 

0.00 

1 

DNIFZBD 00. 

4.7 

10.28 

23 
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1.5 

5.59 
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ZJOttXs 110.51 ZCBOl 


3.900 

1.640 
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11.8 

5.53 

4.110 
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JOR.PBOSPBXEE MTMM 

16.9 

0.00 

5.500 

4.S30 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

23.6 

4. 35 

11.250 

10.050 

JDR. PBTRaL.REPZilAItr 

10.3 

8.36 

S.9K> 

4.450 

JOIDiMI TMonac 

B.2 
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1.060 
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0.00 
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5.600 
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5.1 
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P 

4.40 
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DAR ALDAMA DV.tHV. 

7.0 

6.03 

.570 

.400 

LZVBSXOCK 6 POCUlOf 

13.5 

0.00 

.620 

.390 
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9 

0.00 

.590 
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9 

0.00 

.730 
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0.00 
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.390 
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.770 
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0.00 

.620 

.240 

ARAB FXN. INVEST. 

9 
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Tomba to decide 

future in September 


BOLOGNA, Italy (AFP) — 
Italian ski idol Alberto 
Tomba will decide next 
month whether or not to 
hang up his skis, it was 
reported on Tuesday. 

Tomba, who won the 50th 
World Cup race of his 
career in last season's final 
slalom at Crans Montana, is 
nevertheless going to be 
training soon on the Andes. 

The 31-year-old will hold 
a press conference to 


announce his decision, 
whether to retire now or ski 
on for at ieast another sea- 
son. in September. 

However, he will will 


leave at the beginning of the 
month for a two-week train- 
ing session in Chile being 
organised by his coach 
Ravio Roda. 

Tomba has been working 
out in a gym and outdoors 
in recent weeks, and has 
also been skiing on glaciers 
in the French Alps. Roda is 
apparently delighted with 
Tomba's current physical 
condition. 

His future aside, not 
everything has been going 
well for the second most 
successful World Cup skier 
of aJl time. 

Last month, a state prose- 


cutor in Bologna called for 
Tomba to be token to court 
for alleged tax fraud follow- 
ing a year-long enquiry. 

Tax officials claim the 
former Olympic champion 
did not enter 23 billion lire 
(SI 3 million I on his tax 
returns between 1990 and 
1996. The state prosecutor 
also called for Tomba *s 
father Franco and mother 
Maria Grazia Della Mora to 
be tried. Tax evasion can 
bring a jail term of up to 
five years in Italy. 


Hasselbaink shines for Leeds 


LEEDS (AFP) — Jimmy Royd 
Hasselbaink carried on where he had left 
off here on Monday night when he scored 
Leeds only goal in their 1-0 defeat of 
Blackburn. 

The Dutch international was in sparkling 
form last year with 22 goals to his name in 
his debut campaign, and on this effort there 
looks plenty more excitement to come from 
the astonishing 25-year-old. 

Although seeing little action on-the-field 
at the World Cup — an hour-long spell in 
Holland's opening game against Belgium 
— Hasselbaink is determined to prove he is 
no one-season wonder. 

And the Surinam-born striker set about 
his ambition of topping the Premiership 
scoring charts this season in typically clini- 
cal style. 

Hasselbaink is eager to outstrip his haul 
from last season, and if he takes the Golden 
Boot in the process, so much the better. 

It was a case of Leeds going double Dutch 
as Graham unveiled a new-look strikeforce, 
teaming up Hasselbaink with compatriot 
and 1.5 million pound (S2.45 million) sum- 
mer signing from \^iUem II Tilburg. Clyde 
Wijnhard. 

And the duo showed an instant telepathy 
as they linked up with perfection early on. 
with Hasselbaink taking just 18 minutes to 
moke his mark. 

Hasselbaink, who sat out last week's goal- 
less cunain-rsdser at Middlesbrough 


through suspension, played a delightful 
one-two with Wijnhard inside the area. 

Wijnhard returned the compliment with 
an incisive ball with the outside of his right 
foot allowing Hasselbaink to slip his shot 
under advancing keeper John Filan. who 
could only partially block the sidefoot 
strike. 

By the midway point of the half 
Blackburn had rarely threatened United 
‘keeper Nigel Marti n, but came close to the 
equ^ser via another Dutchman — Leeds 
defender Robert Molenaar. 

Garry Ritcroft's bye-line ball from the 
left was poked against the crossbar from 
inside the six-yard box by Molenaar as he 
tried to clear. 

The rebound fell to Rovers* £7.5 million 
(S12.38 million) club record summer sign- 
ing in Kevin Davies, but his hasty shot 
found the side-netting as Leeds breathed a 
sigh of relief. 

\\^ith the exception of the final whistle 
which greeted the win. one of the loudest 
cheers of the night came seven minutes 
from the end, with a standing ovation for 
Wijnhard and the introduction of Lee 
Sharpe. 

For the former England winger, it was his 
first Premiership game at Eiland Rood since 
the last match of the 1996-97 season after 
being sidelined for a year with a knee liga- 
ment injuiy. 










World sprint silver medallist Susanthika Jayasinghe jogs during training at a sta- 
dium in Colombo August 25. Jayasinghe, who was temporarily suspended from 
participating in all international events after she failed a random drug test con- 
ducted by the Intemational Amateure Athletics Federation (lAAF) In April, has 
been cleared of charges on the advice of the lAAF (Reuters photo) 


Kournikova, Fernandez advance in New Haven 


NEW HAVEN. Conn. (AP) 
— Russian sensation Anna 
Kournikova defeated 
Baibara Schett of Austria 6- 
3, 6-2 Monday night in the 
first round of the Pilot Pen 
International. 

Kournikova, ranked No. 
14 in the world, broke 
Schett in six of her eight 
service games. The 17-year 
old also showed some ver- 
satility. winning with strong 
cross-court forehands, deft 

drop shots and a sen'e that 
hit 109 mph (174 kmph). 

‘i think I was attacking 
very well and not making 
too many mistakes." said 
Kournikova. although she 
was broken three times. 

Kournikova. who isn't 
seeded, will face seventh- 
seeded Amanda Coetzer of 
South .Africa in the second 
round. 

Coetzer lost a 3-0 lead 
after two quick breaks in the 
rir.st set against Magui Serna 
of Spain, but held on to win 
7-6 (8-6), 6-3. 

Coetzer hit a series of 
backhand winners, but also 
was helped by Serna's mis- 
takes. 

“I think she really gave 
me a couple," said Coetzer, 
who won the tiebreaker 
after falling behind 4-1. 

Serna beat Steffi Graf in 
the third round of the du 
Maurier tournament last 
week in Montreal. 

Coetzer leads the series 
against Kournikova 3-2. 
The two last met in 1997 in 
Filderstadt. Germany, 
where Coetzer won in three 
sets and reached that touma- 
ment's semifinals. 



Mary Joe Ferandez 


“We know each other's 
gatiKS pretty well. 1 think 
my game matches well 
agaiast her's," Coetzer said. 
"She's a good competitor 
and shc'.s tough to play.” 

Also Monday, Mary Joe 
Fernandez won 11 straight 
game.s cn route to a 3-6. 6-0. 
6-1 victory over eighth- 
.^eded Dominique Van 
Roost of Belgium. 

Fernandez rallied .ificr the 
first set with solid play, 
throwing Van Roost olf her 
game with deep ground- 
strokes. 

“It was a match where I 
knew I had to hung in there 
ami fight hard." .said 
Fernandez, who has been 
recovering after having 
wrist surgery in December. 

Van Roost, ranked No. 1 3 
in the world, said she could- 
n't do anything once 
FerTiondez started rolling. 

"What can you do when 
you play somebody like that 
who doesn't gi\e you a 
chance to play your game?" 
Van l^tost said. 

The field includes 
Wimbledon champion Jana 
Novotna, Lind.say 

^venport. the No. 2 player 
in the world, and No. 4- 
ranked Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario. 


Premiership 

official 

backing 

London 

clubs’ 

boycott 


LONDON (AFP) — Premier 
League chief executive PCtcr 
Leaver i.s backing Arsenal 
and Chelsea in ibeir bid to 
avoid sending French stars to 
play in u RFA-sanclioncd 
toumamem in the New Year. 

The London dubs could 
lose Emmanuel Pctii. l^Urick 
Vieira. Nicolas Anelko. 
Marcel Dcsailly and Frank 
Lcbocuf in the Confederation 
Cup in Mexico from January 
6 - 20 . 

Leaver said; “It’s absolute- 
ly disgraceful a loumamcnt 
has been arranged within six 
months of the World Cup. 

“1 wrote to UEFA a couple 
of months ago about it. I 
know they fed the same way 
as ws do and the FA have also 
written to UEFA 

“If the dubs in Europe 
want to make a protest about 
this the faas will be delighted. 
UEFA will he behind them 
and then what arc RFA going 
to do? 

“It's an occasion on which 
solidarity could well pay off," 
he sold. An FA spokesman 
added: “While the 

Confederation Cup is a FIFA 
competition, we ore con- 
cerned that it is being played 
at that time of year. Wc'rc 
speaking to FIFA about it." 


Rafter peaking at right 
time to defend titie 


NEW YORK ( AP) — Patrick Rafter says he is peaking just 
at the right time to defend his U.S. Open men s singles title 
D6Xt wedk 

“It feels 'good going into a Grand Slam knowing dial I can 
put two good weeks of tennis together. ’Ratter said *>f win- 
ning back-to-back titles this month at the Canadian Open 

and ATP Championship. ■ 

Rafter beat six of the world's top 20 playei^ m sweepi^ 
the two hardcourt tournaments. In the ATP Championship 
final, the No. 3-ranked Rafter outJa.sied No. I Pete Sampras 
in three sets, breaking an eight-match losing streak to the 

American. .u . . 

“I put together some of my best lenni.s ever two 
weeks, similar to the way I played at the U.S. Openlasi 
year," Rafter said of his unexpected run through the Open 
last year to win his first Grand Siam tournament title. 

•i begin this U.S. Open with a bener chance thm last 
year, but that doesn't mean that I am going to win it. 
Rafter said at a promotional appearance Monday. 

When Rafter defeated Greg Rusedski of Britain in last 
year's title match, he added his name to a list of fellow 
Australians, like Rod Laver and Lew Hoad, who have won 
the championship. And it was some words of encourage- 
ment earlier this year from the last Australian to win the 
U.S. Open. 1973 champion John Newcombe, that helped 
fuel his recent strong play, according to Rafter. 

“I got this fax from him right before Wimbledon saying 
that I was getting off the rails a little bit and that 1 should 
stop being hard on myself," said the 26-year-old Rafter. “1 
was showing too much frustration and tfie wrong kind of 
emotions.'' 

Before Newcombe's message. Rafter had a 19-13 won- 
lost match record. Since then, he has gone 21-3, losing 
most recently at New Haven. Connecticut, last week in the 
third round. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Bjorkman, Carlsson for Hopman Cup 


PERTH (AFP) — Jona.s Bjorkman. Sweden's hero in their 
1997 Davis Cup final win over the United States, will 
partner NO. le Swedish woman Asa Carlsson in next 
year's Hopman Cup mixed teams tennis tournament here. 
Tournament organisers said Tuesday Bjorkman. ranked 
1 2th in the world, would be making his first appearance at 
the event. Carlsson will be taking pari in the 11 -year-old 
coropetitioD for the third time — she previously partnered 
Mats Wilander and Thomas Enqvist. Sweden ore the first 
team to announce their intention to compete in the Cup 
event, to be played at the Burswood Dome from January 
2 to 9. 


Cantatore takes over Real Betis 


SEVILLE (AFP) — Former Chilien national coach 
Vicente Cantatore is to take charge of Spanish first divi- 
sion side Real Betis announced the club on Tuesday. The 
63-yeor-old Cantatore. who has had spells with Seville. 
Tenerife and Valladolid, replaces Ribeiro de Oliveira who 
quit tbc dub at the weekend after less than a month in 
charse. 


Vieri to stay with Atletico Madrid 


MADRID (AFP) — Italian international striker Christian 
Vieri has no imcrc.si in returning to Juventus and will 
remain with Atletico Madrid, his agent Sergio Berti said 
Tuesday. Vieri, the leading scorer in the Spani.sh champi- 
onship last season, had been linked wiih a $30 million 
return to Juventus. his former club, in recent media 
reports. Berti said Vieri had missed training with a throat 
ailment and that he had not seriously considered leaving 
Madrid. Vieri joined .\ilctico Madrid from Juventus in 
1997 for a S17.5 ntiIlU>n fee. 


Gascoigne marriage ends in seconds 


LONDON (.AFP) — The stormy marriage of Paul and 
Sheryl Gascoigne ended Tuesday in just a~fcw seconds at 
the High Court. Sheryl, who .<iu^ered a beating from her 
soccer star husband four monih.^ after they married in July 
1996. was granted a "quickie" divorce in London on the 
ground.^ of his unreasonable behaviour. Midfield .star 
Gazza. who wa.s training Tuesday with the 
Middlesbrough squad, was not present for the brief pro- 
cedure which brought his marriage to an end. It is under- 
stood Sheryl is on holiday in Spain. There are now likely 
to be long legal battles over the size of Shery l’s financial 
settlement with Gazza. who is said to be worth about £5 
million. The soccer star turned to 33-ycar-oId Sheryl after 
a period of separation when he wa.s dumped by Eng land 
team coach Glenn Hoddle from the World Cup squad in 
June. Gazza. 31. regularly visited her home in Stanstead 
Abbots and w'eni on a Florida holiday with her when he 
returned to England. But despite hopes of a reconciliation, 
she decided he would not change his ways. 


Boardman extends contract 


(AFP) — Chris Boardman of Britain, the 
holder of the world one-hour record, ha.s extended htf 
contract with the Credit Agricole team for two years, the 
team’s sporting direaor Roger Legeay said Tuesday. 
Boardman has been with the team, formerly known as 
GAN. since he turned profes.sional at the end of 1993. He 
IS now committed to the team until the end of 200a 
Boardman, 30, will contest the pursuit title at world track 
championships here on Wednesday. He won the pursuit 
event at the 1 99- Barcelona Olympics and was world fffo- 
te.ssional champion in 1994 and 1996. 
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Muster 
moves 
on easily 


BROOKUNE (AP) — 
Thomas Muster, a top 10 
player the last three years 
before falling to his current 
Noi 24 rani^ig, dominated 
Marcelo F&ppini of 
Uruguay 6~0. 6-3 Monday 
night In the first round of 
the - MFSi- Pro Tennis 
Championships ■ at 

l^xnigwood Cricket Club. 

The fifth-seeded left-ban- 
der from Austria took con- 
trol in the SS-minute match 
with top-spin forehands. 
Muster 1^ 3-0 in the second 
set before Filippini was able 
to salvage a few games. 

“They’re never easy,” 
Muster said, “but I moved 
veiy well to^y." 

“He Qveipowered me and 
1 never had a a chance to 
play . my game.” Hlipplni 
said 

Muster won this event 10 
years ago when it was 
played on clay, his favorite 
smface. It's now played on 
hai^uit- 

Eaiiier Monday, Gi^uca 
Pozzl. at 33 the oldest play- 
er on the ATP Tour, upset 
sbtdi'Seeded Fabrice 
Santoro of France, 6-2, 6-2. 

Pozzi, who bolds a No. 62 
wdrid ranking and boasts a 
win over No. 2 Marcelo 
Rios' diis summer, used his 
de^ forehands to force 
Santoro into numerous 



Fifth-seeded Thomas Master of Aostria sweeps through a backhand retom to oppo- 
nent Marcelo Filippini of Uruguay during fii^ round actioo at the MFS Pro Tkonis 
Championships in Brookline, Ma^ Monday night. Muster went on to win, 6-0, 6-2 
(AP Photo) 


errors from the baseline. 

'T played a solid match 
and by keeping the 
deep I was forcing him to 
miss in a lot of the baseline 
rallies.” Pozzi said. 

Third-seeded Cedric 
Pioline was the highest 
ranked player to advance. 
The veteran from Paris 
needed only 35 minutes to 
sweep past Romania’s 
Adrian Voinea. 64, 6-0. 

“My ground strokes were 
pretty good today," Pioline 


said. 

‘i was especially pleased 
because 1 had b^n con- 
cerned about my consisten- 
cy lately. I was going to take 
the week off. then I decided 
1 needed the work for the 
(U.S.) Open, so I got a wild 
card here.” 

In other first-round 
matches, Kenneth Carlsen 
of Denmark outlasted 
Jerome Gohnard of France 
3-6, 6-3. 6-4; Sebasden 

Grosjean of France 


stopped John van Lottum of 
the Netherlands 6-2, 6-0; 
and 18-year-old Xavier 
Malisse of Belgium beat 
Steve Campbell 6-3, 6-1. 

Eighth-seeded Vince 
Spadea was forced to with- 
draw Monday morning 
because of a sprained right 
wrist. 

Jonas Bjorkman of 
Sweden and Karol Kucera 
of Slovakia, the top two 
seeds, see their first action 
Tuesday. 


Casagrande denies 
taking drugs 


ROME (AFP) — Top 
Italic rider Francesco 
Casagrai^e emerged 
from a gri^Qg by anti- 
drugs officios here say- 
ing Aat he had a clear 
conscience about his two 
dope test failures; 

Casagrande, the win- 
ner of this month’s San 
Sebastian Classic and 
ranked No. 5 five in the 
world, was hauled 
before the Italian 
Olympic Committee 
(COhft) after showing 
high levels of testos- 
terone in Ap^ and in 
May. 

But he denied taking 
drugs and announced 
plans to quit his French 
team Cofidis, who have 
asked him not to race 
until his case is resolved. 

“I have not been sus- 
pended and until a 
judgement is made on 
my case I am perfectly 
free to compete in any 
race,” he explained. 
“However, ray current 
team Cofidis do not want 
me to. 

“My intentioo is to 
change tearas, because 
otherwise I will be miss- 
ing out on some very 
important sporting 
events' that are coming 
up.” 

Turning to his dope 
test failures, the Italian 
said: “I took- six or seven 
tests and they weren’t 


always positive. That 
means that my natural 
level of testosterone is 
variable. 

“If I had been using 
banned susbstanQes,.tbeyr 
would all have been pos- 
itive,” he claimed. 

Casagrande, who was 
accompanied to 

Tuesday's hearing by a 
lawyer, said: “1 am com- 
ing out of this with my 
head high and a clean 
conscience.” 

As for the world of 
cycling, which has been 
rocked by. the drugs con- 
troversies on this year's 
Tour de France, be said: 
“It’s clean. 

“People who work in 
it. dcr so only with the 
aid of personal sacrifice. 
Personally, I have never 
seen any shady people 
involved in this world.” 

Casagrande’s file i$- 
due to be passed on by 
the anti-drugs experts to 
CONI's disciplinary 
committee, and from 
there to the cycling fed- 
eration for a final ver- 
dict. The' process is 
expected to take several 
weeks. 
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• 'BEMaBBE R lgOSE SOLS TIPS? 
Both VOllMcabli6. Aanln 


WEST 

4J1082 

98 

OK76 

4QJ9S2 


NORTH 

4KQ95 

9Q10S 

0898 

«A87 


SOUTH 

44 

9AKJ952 

OAQ 

AK106S 


EAST 
*A678 
9748 
0 J10948 
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OpemagleachTwoofA 

pj° ^ 4 BAtiond series of Bols 
gn^Tipe q;uite a few yean ago. 

wenberg adrised dedaren to 
PMy low fiutti duZmZQT to 

lead oa many combinations, 
advice worked splendidly on 
^ fim a ^dab team 

Bv jnmpmg to tliree hearts on the 

renod of the Atich'iM Nnrth 


showed a limit raiee with . 

tonBQM. In view of tbs bet that the 
contained no cufSag valos. 
Nodi would have done wdl to eigxi 
loff at finxr hearts in response tc 
Ipartner’s diamond cue-bid. Mott 
that a douUefeoa dob in the Nort? 
Ihand would have made the slas 
'well-nigh onbeatable barring some 
Itrnlyunlndy breaks. 

PiwiaiHaring the 8 SpedS 

certainly lodced lil» the right lead 
fn«i the West hand, and we can 
sympathize with the choice the 
.two. Since one discanl was unhkely 
ho be enough to land the slam, 
declarer for a low spade fitwo 
dummy. Not surprisingly. East 
eopld not read the situation and 
rose with the ace. then shifted to a 
dismond. , ^ , 

Dedarer made so niataka. SooQi 
shot up with the ace and started 
running bumps. After following to 
tho first round. West could spare a 
<ii*wwwid and two ctubs on the aed 
three trump leads, but the penuhi- 
wma*M trump proved to be coo much. 
A discard would womote the 
ftthia ’it wing to the fiflnlling trick; 

enother club would set up the dubs; 

piiH the king of diamonds would 
ffflykKa>i deurer’s queen. Just oue 
of those run-of-tbe<mill e la u is Ukat 
romp home with the greatest of 


Spurs dismiss takeover 
talk amid speculations 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Tottenham on Tuesday dis- 
missed newspaper repons 
that Alan Sugar is hating 
secret talks about selling 
Spurs. 

The Guardian ' said 'that 
talks had begun with Rupen 
Murdoch, while the Daily 
Mail said business tycoon 
Joe Lewis was favourite to 
take over the London club. 

A Spurs spokesman said 
there was no substance to 
the press speculaoon. 

Cbaintian Alan Sugar is 
thought to be ready to sell 
his 40 percent controlling 
stake in the club after an 
unsuccessful seven-year 
reign. 

The man who made mil- 
lions of pounds from his 
computer business, 

Amstrad, has reportedly bad 
enough of the personal 
abuse he has already 
endured after the team lost 
their first two games of the 
new season. 

An angry mob of about 
1,(X)0 fans gathered outside 
die White Heart Lane 
ground on Saturday in 
protest at the 3-0 defeat by 
Sheffield Wednesday. ' 

That may prove to be the 
final straw for the Essex- 
based businessman, and 
both Lewis and Murdoch are 
said to be waiting in tbe 
wings to buy him oul 

Bahamas-based Lewis, 
reputed to be the third rich- 
est Briton alive, with a per- 
sonal fortune estimated at 
three billion pounds (S4.8 
billion'), already has a 23 per 
cent stake in Scotland's 
biggest club. Rangers. 

He also owns Vicenza of 
Italy, Slavia Prague of the 
Czech Republic and Greek 
club AEK Athens. 

After pumping money into 
Ibrox, the 61 -year-old 
pledged that his long-term 
goal was to own a club in 
each of the major foot- 
balling nations in Europe. 

He reportedly believes 
Spurs would be a bargain at 
the moment at less than £80 
million. The club's share 
price on Monday fell to its 
lowest point so far this year 
at 59.5 pence, valuing the 
north London club at barely 
60 million pounds. 


Murdoch's News 

International Corporation is 
believed to have alr^dy 
opened talks with Sugar, 
who appointed fonner 
Murdoch man Sara 
Chisholm to his. board just 
. . . two weeks ago. 

Chisholm was chief exec- 
utive and managing director 
of BSkyB and negotiaied the 
original deal between Sl^ 
and the Premier League. 

A takeover of Spurs would 
represent an important 
inroad for Murdoch's ambi- 
tion to have influence over 
the proposed European 
Super League when the 
lucrative television rights 
are handed oul 
Murdoch already owns the 
Los Angeles Dodgers base-, 
ball team in the United 
States and has an interest in 
the LA Lakers basketball 
side. 


‘Sydney 2000 Olympics 
will be safest on record’ 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Counter-terrorist measures in Australia 
are among tbe best in the world and the Sydney 2000 
Olympics will be the safest on record, the Games' security 
commander said on Tuesday. 

“We have the structure, the plans and the skills in place to 
deal with any incident,” said Peter Ryan, also New South 
Wales Police Coofiniissioner. 

Since Sydney's Hilton Hotel was bombed in 1978, 
counter-terrorist activities had been revised and practised so 
intensively that they were as good as any in tbe world, he 
said. 

The bomb, an assassination attempt on a Sri Lankan 
politician which killed three people, was the cataylst for a 
national anti-terrorist plan coordinated by tbe 
Commonwealth and involving all .states and' territories and 
tbe national defence force. “In fact, some of our anti-terror- 
ist activities are rated on the leading edge in terms of plan- 
ning and execution,” he said at a foreign correspondents 
luncheon. 

Ryan, a Briton recruited two-and-a-half years ago to clean 
up a corruption-riddled NSW police force, said supporting 
international cooperation was the most effective means of 
combating the terrorist scourge. There was no guarantee 
attempts would not be made to disrupt the Games bur *'we 


can ensure our intelligence gathering capabilities are world 
class and our response capability' Is flexible and fast.*' 

“We are confident we'll provide the safest Olympics the 
modem world has ever seen.” he said. *‘We want people to 
return home without one single war story. There is no place 
for terrorism at the Sydney Games.’* 

Security, he said, would not be heavy handed nor “a cas- 
tle, a moat and an armed guard approach”. Instead, it will 
be “unobtrusive but significant and highly effective." 

“Our real test will be providing a safe and friendly atmos- 
phere.” 

Ryan said he was working closely with his counterparts 
around the world and had adopt^ a risk analysis that 
revised high risk groups almost weekly. 

Earlier Tuesday, the national auditor general warned dis- 
agreement between the federal and state governments on 
Olympic planning and funding may be harming security 
preparations. 

A report in the Sydney Morning Herald said the 
Australian National Audit Office had also warned of poten- 
tial problems in anti-terrorist activities at Sydney airport 
after responsibilities were shifted from national agencies to 
tbe NSW police. 


Gap widens at top 
of WTA Tour rankings 


MIAMI, Florida (AFP.) — There was little change in the 
top 10 in the WTA rankings released here Monday, but the 
gap between World No. I Martina Hingis and No. 2 
Lindsay Davenport again widened to S70 points. 

Davenport had moved within 500 points of Hingis in the 
previous week's rankings with a win over the Swiss in the 
finals at Manhattan Beach. 

But the American did not play in Montreal last week, 
where Monica Seles' victory failed to move her from tbe 
No. 6 spot. 

In the only change among tbe top 10. Romanian Irina 
Spirlea moved from ninth to eighth, trading places with 
France's Nathalie Tauziaf. 

France's Mary Pierce continued to climb, from 13th to 
11th, while compatriot Sandrine Testud dropped three 
places from 14th to 17th. 

1. Martina Hingis (Swi) 5641 pts 

2. Lindsay Davenport ( USA ) 477 1 

3. Jana.NovotnafCze) 4720 

4. Arantxa Sanchez (Spa) 3626 

5. Venus WiUiams (USA) 3123 

6. Monica Seles (USA) 2839 

7. Conchita Martinez (Spa) 2396 

8. Irina Spirlea (Rom) 2204 

9. Nathalie Tauziat (Fra) 2161 

10. Patty Schnyder (Swi) 2072 

1 1. Mary Pierce (Fra) 1957 

12. Amanda Coetzer (Rsa) 1943 

13. Dominique Van Roost (Bel) 1930 

14. Anna Koumikova (Rus) 1 737 ' 

15. Ai Sugiyama (Jpn) 1663 

16. Natasha Zvereva (Blr) 1656 

1 7. Sandrine Testud (Fra) 1 63S 

1 8. Lisa Raymond (USA) 1 569 

19. Serena WiLHams (USA) 1 362 

• 20. Iva Majoli (Cro) 1342 
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Sweden’s Magnus Norman prepares (o return to 
Britain’s Greg Rusedski in the first round of the 
Hamlet Cup in Commack, NY. Rusedski defeated 
Norman 6-3, 6-4 ( AP Photo) 


FOR SALE 

FURNITURE AND OTHER HOUSEHOLD 
EFFECTS AT ABDOUN RESIDENCE 
FOR FURTHER INFORMA*nON 
PLEASE CONTAPT TEL NO.: 5921335 


FOR RENT— WEST AMMAN 
KHALDA NEAR MAAREF SCHOOLS 

1) Ground floor of a villa. Consists of 3 bedrooms, small 
garden, garage, telephone, furnished with new American- 
European furniture 

2) 2nd floor same villa with new American-European furni- 
ture 3 bedrooms ... Telephone 

Call Tel.: 5534287 - Amman 



VERSUS 

SBtm SlffUmW 

Grand 

Openinjg' 

Thursday 28th. August' 

20% OFF 

ONtOOD&PRINKS 

LIVE MUSIC ^ 

open from 12:00 Noon TWLtOmtEght * 
Swaifiyah - Turino Hotal. 

TekSaifSfO, cettulm 079.28294. 




The leading and fastest grovvini’ mullinalional advertising and promotion. organization 
in the. region, vvitli "A Passion for Work, Innovation, Humanity for our people, 
Excellence in Quality, Team Work, and Strong Client Focus” as our motto, is offering 
qualitx personnel the opportunilv for career development by being part of an ambitious 
and progressive team for the future. 


The listed positions are open to all individuals whose qualifications match the 
job requirements and are ready for a challenging position in the Middle East/North Africa. 


Media Manager 


Reporting to (he ^ia^aging Director, the ideal 
candidate must be Dynamic and Innovative M'ith 
four to five years' experience in a simiiar position. 

a Excellent leadership skills. 
a Proven record of Strategic Thinking abilities. 

♦ Effective Strategy development and Creativ« 
Planning. 

a Consistent in creating Media Plans and 
strong control measures. 

(ME 002) 


Financial Manager 


Three to four years' experience in a similar 
position. 

University graduate from a reputed University 
with a Commerce or Accounting d^ree. 
Team leadership qualities. 

Strong proven reporting, budgeting and control 
skills. 

(AC 001) 


Arabic Copywriter 


Excellent command of both, written and 
spoken Arabic. 

Strong conceptualizing skills. 

Team worker with strong leadership skills. 
Ability to think visually, and work under 

pressure. 

(CR 02) 


Media Relations - Public 
Relations Executive 


Background in journalism from a reputed 
pubjication or in-house PR experience. 
Good comritand of English and Arabic. 
Ability ro worl< as part of a team and lake 
on direct responsibHitv. 

(PR 003) 


Account Manager 


This position requires an energetic individual 
with excellent negation, sales and 
coomumicatioa Sails, with supporting 
evidence of acquiring new business and 
multinational accounts. 

Reporting to the Client Servicing Director, the 
ideal candidate: 

a MvsnheeMeio work under pressure. 

a M\tstbea Univershypaduate in 
BusinessfMarketing or Advertising 

(CS 002) 


On a separate covering letter 

1 - Geariy state the code indicated for each 

position on the top right hand comer of 
the page. 

2 • Specfficaliy mentiMi how your qualifications 

meet the requirements for the position you 
are applying for, 

3 - Salary expectations. 

♦ Selected candidates will be offered 
competitive benefits package. 


Kindly fax your resume to 

HUMAN RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 
NUMBER -973 213341 
















12 News 


Clerics close Al Aqsa 
in protest of arrests 


OCCUPED JERUSALEM 
tAP^ — Muslim clerics 
closed Islam's third holiest 
shrine to tourists for several 
hours in protest Tuesday 
after Israeli border police 
arrested two Palestiniaos in 
the mosque compound. 

llie AJ Aqsa Mosque 
compound. like other 
Islamic sites in Jerusalem, 
enjoys a great deal of auton- 
omy and Israeli authorities 
are only permitted to enter 
under certain circum- 


stances. 

The incident began when 
two border policemen 
stopped two brothers. 
Mohammad and Shadi 


Hidadit, for an identity 
check in the walled Old 
City. 

A scuffle ensued and the 
brothers ran away and 
sought refuge in the nearby 
Al Aqsa Compound. They 
were pursued by the police- 
men who followed them 
into the compound to arrest 
them. Three mosque guards 
intervened and scuffled 
with the border policemen. 

The Islamic Trust, or 
Waqf. which administers 
the compound, closed Al 
Aqsa to tourists for several 
hours as Waqf Director 
Adnan Husseini met with 
Jerusalem's police com- 


mander, Yair Yitzhaki. 

Husseini said the Waqf 
would not accept the pres- 
ence of border policemen in 
the compound, which is 
known to Jews as the 
Temple Mount, the site of 
the ancient Jewish temple. 

In a related dcvelopmenL 
the Israeli daily Maariv said 
Tuesday that Israeli authori- 
des have beefed up security 
near the Al Asqa compound 
because of growing concern 
it could be targeted by 
Jewish extremists. 


Israel grabs suspected 
collaborators from PNA 


JERICHO lAFP) — IsraeU 
security forces have 
grabbed five Palestinian 
collaborators ^m 

Palesdnian police as the 
men were being transport- 
ed between two West Bank 
jails. Palesdnian sources 
said on Tijesday. 

The five were being 
transferred on Monday in a 
Palestinian Nadonal 
Authority (PNA) truck 
from Jericho in the Jordan 
Valley to the northern West 
Bank city of Nablus when 
the convoy was stopped by 
Israelis on the northern 
edge of the Jericho self- 
rule zone, they said. 

The Israelis took away 
the five men and released 


them to join other suspect- 
ed collaborators in Israel, 
the sources said. 

Ahmed Ali Al Barham, 
Ahmed Sulaiman Abu 
Salman, Muhammad 
Hussain Abu Salman. 
Muhammad Jumaa Al 
Asaous and Subhi Fathi 
Shohin. ranging in age 
from 25 to 38. were ^1 
accused of supplying Israel 
with informadon during the 
1987-1994 intifada upris- 
ing against Israeli occupa- 
tion. 

They bad been detained 
in Palesdoian-contFolled 
Jericho prison since the 
PNA took control of the 
area in 1994, the sources 
said. Palesdnian security 


officials had no immediate 
comment on the reported 
incident. 

Under the terms of the 
Oslo autonomy accords, 
neither side is allowed to 
detain people suspected of 
aiding the other prior to the 
signing of the self-rule 
asreements in 1993 and 
1995. 

Several months ago Israel 
infuriated the Palestinians 
by detaining two Hamas 
acdvists suspected of 
Islamist activities in Israel 
as they were being trans- 
ferred under Palestinian 
guard between prisons in 
the West Bank. 


250 Palestinian prisoners 
reported on hunger strike 


TEL AVIV (AFPJ — 
Nearly 250 Palestinian 
inmates in two Israeli pris- 
ons waged a hunger strike 
Tuesday to protest aUeged 
harassrnent and mistreat- 
ment by their jailers. 
Palesdnians said. 

At the Damoun jail in 
northern Israel, 101 prison- 
ers have refused solid food 
for the past five days to 
protest authorities* refusal 
to allow them reading 
material and constant mid- 
dle-of-ihe-night searches of 
their cells, prisoners' rela- 
tives said. 

The inmates complained 
that the late-night searches 
were unrelated to legiti- 
mate security concerns and 


often involved guards' 
destroying their personal 
belonmngs. 

On Tuesday another 145 
prisoners of me Shatah jail, 
also in northern Israel, 
launched a hunger strike 
over complaints of exces- 
sive repression and restric- 
tions which began after a 
failed escape attempt from 
the facing in July. 

Hisham Abdul Razeq, the 
minister for prisoner affairs 
in Yasser Arafat's 
Palestinian National 
Auihori^, said negotiations 
were underway with the 
authorities at Shatah. 

“We have hired lawyers 
to defend the cose of the 
Palestinian prisoners, but 


up to now the negotiations 
have not led to anything. 
We expect negotiations to 
recommence in two days." 
he said. 

A spokesman for the 
Israel prisons authority 
denied that prisoners were 
obser\'ing a hunger strike al 
either Damoun or Shatah. 

In the July breakout 
attempt at Shatah. three 
members of the radical 
Islamic Resistance 

Movement were caughi 
tunnelling out of the prison. 

They were serving long 
sentences for the murders 
of Palestinians accused of 
collaborating with Israeli 
securitv’ forces. 


Turkey, Israel to hold naval exercises 


.ANK.4RA (AFP) — Tuitey 
and Israel are planning to hold a 
new round of controversial mil- 
iiary exercises along with the 
United Stales in ^ eastern 
MeditenuneaD legim in 
DecemberorJanuaiy. aUnkish 
new^raper reported Tuesday. 

Their first naval exerrises 
were conducted in Noxember 
last year, prompting harsh criti- 
cism by se\'eral Ai^ countries 
and Iran which charged that the 
manoeuxTBS t a rgeted .Arab 
interests in the le^on. 

The fiberal Istai^l daily Yeni 
Yuzyil quoted Turkish and 
Israeli officials as siting that 
ffie new exercises were litely to 
be more comprehensKe and 
that they could cover some air- 
borne opei^ons. 

The Jewish stale, Ankara and 
Wamingion have aD denied 
.Arab chaiges n^aiding last 
year's manoeuvres, saying the 
Warch-and-iescue exercises 
cixiducted off the Israeli coast 
w ere of a peaceful nature. 

Hk new round of manoeu- 
vres would be aimed at boost- 
ing coordination between the 
nasies and air fixees of the 
three countries involved, the 
officials told Yeni Yuzyil. 

Egypt and Jcxdan could be 
invited to take pan in the drills, 
one official said 

A senior Jordanian officer 
nwpnriftH last year's manoeuvres 
as observer, but rejected 
ariy kind of participation. 

Exact Hai« of (be second 
drills wdll be decided on at a 
later dae. 

Following decades of dor- 
mant relanoas. Turkey and 
fsiael have boosted their politi- 
cal and ddcncc-relulAl licv 


over the past three years, 
despite obj^ons vcmc^ 
Syria. Egypt and IraiL 
.Ankara and the Jewish state 
ore also involved in defence 


industry cooperation, wiili 
Israel upgrading Turkey's F-4 
fighter f1^ under a 19% con- 
tra:! worth S630 miliion. 


Turks fire on boat, Greek Cypriots say 


NICOSIA (R) — Turkish forces fired shots at a Greek C>‘priiM 
boat off south-eastern Cyprus on Tuesday morning as dslicmicn 
were gathering nets. Cjpnis police said The L'-N. peucekeeping 
force on the island said it was checking the reporL “.At about Srf K < 
o.m. this morning [local timej the Tutks fired at ilte fishing bLvit. 
The boat was hit b>' bullets but none erf* the occupants were hurt." 
Greek Cypriot police i^xdusman Stelios Neophviou said Turki-sh 
milhaiy officials confirmed die incidenL but s:^ shoLs w ere nni 
aimed at the boats. “Rve Greek CypriM fishing boats violutcd 
Turkish Cypriot terrilorial waters arxl warning shots were fired 
into the air." an official said 


ARAB BANKPLC 
GIVEN NEW RATING 


Senior Debt 
Short-Term 

Issuer 


: assigned AA- 
: assigned TBW-1 
: assigned B 


THOMSON BankWutch is pleased tc^ announce the assignrneni I'l 
new ratings for Arab Bank PLC. The rating exercise for .Arab 
Bard was indeed unique as the legal vuuciurc of the bank i<> 
unlike anything previously seen, even when compared lo devcl- 
pped markets. While typically it is unusual to split a rating 
suclu the very nature of the legal structure of .Arab Bank ncccssi. 
taic.s such an action. 

Arab Bank PLC can lay claim to one of the ioncc.st and decid- 
edly the most distinguished hi.stories of any bank in the Middle 
East region. The bank'.s ungIn pre-dates World War II and htio 
continued on during periods of regional turmoil and strife ih.ii 
would have severely tasted and desuoyed the resolve of mans 
institutions not just regionally but globally. If similar circum- 
stances were applied. During all of these periods, the bank has noi 
just weathered each crisis, but in every ca.se benefited and 
emerged even sur>ngcr. 


I Continued on pa»c 7> 
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Israel assassinates 


Amal military chief 

4 Lebanese civilians wounded in Israeli 
shelling, SLA soldier hurt in bomb blast 


Agencies 


A TOP military com- 
mander in the Shiite 
Muslim Amal move- 
ment was killed 
Tuesday when liis car 
was blown up in 
southern Lebanon by 
a missile fired by an 
Israeli helicopter 
eunship. police said. 

Hussam Al Amin, 
head of military 
operations in south- 
ern Lebanon for the 
pro-Syrian Amal 
movemem, died 
instantly when his 
vehicle was struck by 
an air-to-ground mis- 
sile fired by an 
Apache helicopter 
gunship, police said. 
.Amin was driving on 
the Ismaiyeh coastal 
road near the south- 
ern port city of Tyre 



the 

his 


car. 


missile 
they 


when 
struck 
said. 

Israeli Defence 
Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai admitted 
that his coun'try 
killed Amin and 
warned the group 
against retaliating. 

“We will continue 
to act against the ter- 
rorists, their leaders 
and those who hurt 
us. I wouldn't recom- 
mend to anyone on 
the other side to lake 
hasty action." 
Motricchai told 
Israel's Channel Two 
Television. 

Also on Tuesday, 
four Lebanese civil- 
ians. including a 
child, were wounded 
iinj u .Syrian povilion 


UJJ. peacekeepers inspect a damaged car belonging to Hussam Al Amin, Tuesday. Two Israeli 
helicopters raided south Lebanon on Tuesday, firing rockets at the offidai's car south of Tyre, 
killing him instantly (Reuters photo) 


was hit when Israeli 
troops shelled the 
village of Mashgara 
in the western Bekaa 
Valley. Lebanese 
police said. 

A fifth person, a 
Hizbollah member, 
was lightly wounded 
in an Israeli air raid 
carried out at the 
same time as the 
shelling, the police 
said. 

Israeli artillery 
fired 30 shells, sever- 
al of which wounded 
three adults and u 
girl in the village and 
damaged seven 
homes. 

A shell also 
destroyed a Syrian 
military pn.silioii al 


the northern edge of 
Mashgara, without 
causing any casual- 
ties at the post, the 
police said. 

The attack was 
aimed at a Hizbollah 
position near 

Mashgara. the police 
said. 

Meanwhile, a mili- 
tiaman in the Israeli- 
allied South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) was 
seriously wounded in 
a bombing claimed 
by the Shiite Muslim 
Hizbollah organisa- 
tion in the Israeli- 
occupied border zone 
in southern Lebanon. 

The militiaman wa.s 
injured when the 
bomb blew up as his 


patrol used the 
Toumat-Niha road in 
the central sector of 
the Israeli-occupied 
border enclave, an 
SLA official said. 

A Hizbollah 

spokesman told AFP 
that the group's guer- 
rillas detonated the 
bomb and also fired 
mortars and 

machine-guns at a 
nearby Israeli posi- 
tion. Hizbollah and 
Amal. beaded by 
Parliament speaker 
Nabih Bern, lead 
most guerrilla 

attacks to force 
Liruel withdraw from 
southern Lebanon, 
where it occupies a 
buffer zone to pre- 


cross-border 


vent 
attacks'. 

The SLA militia, 
trained and financed 
by Israel, helps the 
Jewish .state control 
the occupied border 
enclave. Eighteen 
SLA militiamen have 
been- killed and 26 
wounded this year in 
operations mostly 
claimed by 

Hizbollah. 

Tuesday's air strike 
was the 44th Israeli 
raid into Lebanon 
this year. On August 
21, Israeli jets hit 
Hizbollah strong- 
holds. after . . two 
Israelis died in a 
bombing claimed by 
the group. 


Trust the Hands that Lead. 



We hdve been awarded a rating thai ranks us among top international banks and culminates 
long years of holding on to a customer oriented philosophy. This belief has led us to achieve 
extremely solid asset quality, and sharpened our expertise in the areas of asset / liability 
management. Our sound financial position is the result of perseverance and consistency. 
Today, we have several saabie subsidiaries, affiliates and an extensive network of international 
branches which puts us in the same standing as some of the best banks in the world. 


tvww.arabbank.ccni 
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Clinton’s necktie 
from brother, 
not Lewinsky 


ROME (R) — The infamous 
gold-and-navy necktie wont 
by Bill Clinton during a tele- 
vised ceremony was a gift 
from his brother Roger and 
not from Monica Lewinsky, 
said an Italian woman trito 
claims she helped choose it. 
Marina Cast^uovo said 
she was introduced to Ro^ 
Clinton and accompanied 
on a sht^ping ti^ 
around Rome's fashion bou- 
tiques in December 1996. 

Texan millionaire 
pays $5 million to 
clone pet dog 

LONDON (R) — A Texan 
millionaire is paying a 
cloning laboratory ^ mil- 
licm to produce a living 
replica of his pet dog Missy, 
according to a BBC pro- 
gramme. The laboratory has 
already received some ceDs 
from the dog. which is part 
collie, part Alsatian. 
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Horror novelist, 
admits phobias 




LONDON (R) — Godde 
horror novelist Stq)heQ 
King confessed that wfaot 
really frightened him were 
spiders, bugs and hi^ 
places. The spine-dnUing 
American authOT who has 
scored readers around the 
world said he had never seen 
a ghost but fervently 
believed in all die bomxis te 
conjured up in his intema- 
tioi^ bestsellers. King, coo- 
fossed to reporters ‘There 
are some very specific 
things I am afraid of. I am 
terrified of spiders. Snaltes 
don't bother me. But I bate 
bugs. Closed in places don't 
bother me. Heists do." 
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Streaker j?rc»t0$ts 
against ‘speiej^’s 
injustices’ 
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LONDON (AP) — A stu- 
dent was convicted Monday 
uf daubing paint on a 
Rembrandt in the National 
Gallery and running naked 
near the Houses of 
Farliament in a {sotesl 
against “society's injns- 
tices." VirKxint j^thell, 26. 
admitted streaking ai 
Parliament Square on June 
26 and taking off his clothes, 
then painting a yellow sign 
for the British pound across 
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a self-portrait of Rembrandt satsa 
on Aug, 4. The painting " 


wasn't damaged. 

Swedish girl 
sleepwalks off 
second floor 
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VAENERSBORG (AFP) — 
.A 1 0-year-old sleepwalking 
Swedish girl jumpkl out of 
a window on tte second 
floor and sprained a toe, the 
Elfsborgs Laeus AUefaanda 
newspaper reported 

Monday. Frida Laisson told 
the paper. “I had put out the 
caL^ at night and lodcrii the 
front door. So when ! saw 
Julia I went ice cold, at first 
1 thought I may have lot^ 
her out with the cals," tiK 
added. Julia, for her-pan, 
could not recall bow ^ 
ended up outside. . 
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Woman claims 
to be half-sister 
of John Lennon 


LONDON (APJ — A 53-yBar- 
old E ng ILdi q «vm«i 
she was a balf-rister of tbetot^ 
John Lennon. The Sno new^ jj 
per primed copies of baft ^ 
adoption certificates of faigride 
Pedersen, vriio was lx«n 
V'icioria Elizabeth Loonoo fo 
Liverpool to Julia Lemiau (k 
Beailf's mother. 


Puppet replies 
of Spielberg . . 
sells for $16,500 







BEVERLY HILLS (AP) 

A puppet replica of Steven 
Spicib^ .soJd fw S16,^ 
during an auction of 
by puppeteers Sid ^ -w,. m 
Marty Kroffi. The puppe^ >1*^ bv**, 
dressed in a red shW - \ 

grey sweater and wearin? 
metal eyeglasses, was 
»cil at S3J)00- to S5.0W 
Ivibre the auction Sunday- 
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